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PREFACE 


TiiF.  Rofleemcd  Captive,  conta'mins:  nn 
account  of  tlif!  sacking  of  the  tOT\  n  of  Dcerficld  hy  the 
I'Vench  and  Indians,  on  the  20th  of  Febninry,  1703 — A, 
and  a  history  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Rev.  Jolin  Wil- 
liams, and  liis  family,  and  many  of  his  townsmen,  written 
by  himself,  has  been  out  of  print  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  The  demand  for  that  work  has  been  great  for  a 
long  time,  and  I  have  been  induced  to  prepare  another 
edition  of  it,  in  a  new  form,  under  the  title  of  a  Biogra- 
phical Memoir  of  the  pious  and  distinguished  author  of 
that  work,  in  which  I  have  thrown  out  much  which  has  ap- 
peared to  me  extraneous,  and  have  added  many  parlir- 
ulars  in  relation  to  his  life  and  character  wliicli  have  nev- 
er before  been  published.  The  whole  of  it,  except  tlie 
extracts,  is  in  my  own  language.  I  hope  an  acceptable 
service  has  been  rendered  to  the  public. 

In  preparing  a  history  of  the  town  of  Decrfield,  dur- 
ing the  past  winter,  wdiich  I  delivered  before  my  friends 
and  fellow-townsmen  in  the  Deerfield  Lyceum  in  a  se- 
ries of  half  a  dozen  lectures,  I  had  occasion  to  exam- 
ine the  ancient  records  and  traditions  of  the  town  for 
many  of  the  facts  incorporated  in  this  work,  and  I  offer 
no  apology  for  embodying  a  history  of  the  early  Indian 
wars  in  this  place  previous  lo  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams here.  Tliey  are  correct  accounts  of  all  the  Indian 
disturbances  and  battles  in  this  town  and  vicinity  previ- 
ous to  that  time. 
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Tn  the  proseculion  of  tliis  .mileiiakins;  I  hnve  roreivcd 
imK-hass,stance  from  Mrs.  Jerusl.a  M.  Col.on,  fonncrly 
iM.s5  W.II.ams,  o„e  of  the  descendants  of  the  Rev.  John 
H  (lhams,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  I{cv.  Doctor  Ste- 
phon  W.lhams,  of  Lonc:me^do^v,  who  ua.s  captivated 
"  ,t  .  lus  father,  at  tl,e  time  of  the  de.trnction  of  Deer- 
field  by  the  French  and  Indians,  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
Kmity  to  retnrn  her  my  sincere  thanks  for  her  kindness 
-n  forwardnig  to  me  documents  in  the  hand  writing  of 
her  grandfather,  which,  probahly  nn.st  otherwise  have 
been  lost  in  ihe  lumber  of  tiic  closet,  or  of  the  garret 
Among  other  curious  and  interesting  matter  which  she 
forwarded  me,  the  journal  of  her  grandfa.hnr  d.,ring  bis 
'•aptiv.ty,  or  .mmedialely  after  it,  and  which  is  published 
in  the  appendix,  is  not  the  least  interesting    Other  bi-^h- 
ly  mtercstmg  matter  in  relation  to  the  early  Indian  wars 
in  th,s  town,  by  the  same  writer,  \,  likewise  appended, 
which  must  greatly  enhance  the  interest  and  value  of  ibo 
work. 

That  the  work  will  be  obnoxious  to  criticism  I  do  not 
pretend  to  ,leny.  That  work  has  never  yet  been  publish- 
ed, u.  winch  personal  enmity  has  not  found  subjects  for 
rnvtl  ,f  not  for  iatulcr.  There  is,  however,  this  sub- 
ject for  consolation— the  mote  severe  the  criticism 
Ibe  greater  notoriety  does  the  work  obtain.  The  public' 
are  always  better  judges  than  servile  hireling  critics. 
To  that  public  I  am  willing  to  submit  this  humble  pro- 
duction. 

STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS. 
Deerfield,  xMassachusetts,  1837. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Birth  and  education. — Sliglit  Skcl(  h  of  Pocomplurk,  or  DccrfirlJ. — 
Lalhroi)'8  Battle. — Turner's  Figlit. 

The  lives  of  eminent  men  arc  identified  witlitlic  history 
«f  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  they  have  resided. 
This  is  peculiarly  tlie  case  with  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
Having  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  days  in  the  town  of 
Deerfield,  on  the  banks  of  Connecticut  river,  at  a  period 
when  the  country  was  wild  and  waste,  and  exposed  to  all  the 
horrors  of  savage  warfare,  and  having  sustained  so  great  a 
«haro  of  the  privations  and  sudcrings  of  our  fathers  in  plant- 
ing and  cstablisliing  the  pleasant  country  in  which  we  now 
reside,  under  the  banners  of  peace,  ofccmfort,  and  security, 
his  biograpliy  must  be  interesting  to  his  friends  and  the 
public. 

Mr.  John  Williams  was  bnrn  at  Roxbury,  Massachu- 
setts, December  IT.,  16G1.  lie  was  son  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Williams,  of  tiie  .=ame  place,  and  grandson  of  Mr.  Robert 
Williams,  who,  according  to  the  best  infnrmalion  I  can 
obtain,  came  from  Norwich,  England,  and  settled  at  Rox- 
bury in  the  year  1C33,  eighteen  years  from  the  titnc  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  and  eight  years  from 
tho  settlement  of  Trimontain,  Shawmut,  or  Boston.  It  ap- 
pears that  at  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  of  Boston 
there  was  but  one  English  inhabitant  in  Roxbury.  Eight 
years  after  this,  Mr.  Williams  arrived  and  settled  there. 
We  have  no  correct  account  ofthe  cause  of  bis  leaving  his 
native  land,  but  it  was,  probably  on  account  ofthe  religious 
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persecutions  of  the  puritans,  which  nl  that  time  were  carried 
on  with  fiery  and  unrelenting  zeal;  so  much  so  »hnt  our 
ancestors  preferred  risking  their  lives  and  property  in  a 
savage  wilderness,  far  distant  from  their  native  home,  to  the 
more  savage  persecutions  of  fanatical  bigots.  The  faithful 
page  of  history  has  informed  us  of  the  sufferings  of  our 
fathers  in  establishing  themselves  in  this  howling  wilder- 
ness, and  how  much  they  had  to  contend  with  from  the  war- 
fare of  the  savages,  from  famine,  and  disease.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  Mr.  Williams  endured  his  portion  of  these  trials  and 
hardships.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Roxbury  ho  married 
and  had  four  children,  and  from  him  have  descended  all 
the  families  of  Williams  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

John,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  early  devoted  bis  atten- 
tion to  study.  Through  the  munificence  of  his  honored  and 
pious  grandfather,  on  the  maternal  side,  Dcac.  William 
Park,  ho  was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  and  gradu- 
ated there  in  the  year  1683,  at  the  age  of  19  years.  Ho 
soon  after  commenced  the  study  of  Divinity.    I  do  not 
know  the  period  of  clerical  pupilage  in  those  days,  but  it 
appears  that  ho  became  the  first  minister  of  Dccrfield  in  the 
spring  of  1686.    The  peril  of  such  an  undertaking  in  those 
days,  when  tho  country  had  been  laid  in  ruins  but  a  short 
time  before  by  tho  bold  incursions  of  King  Philip  of  Mount 
Hope,  ono  of  the  most  enterprising  chieftains  according  to 
his  means,  of  ancient  or  modern  tim<  s,  was  such  as  to  de- 
mand a  slight  view  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  town  of  his 
adoption,  and  of  those  scenes  of  blood  and  carnage  which 
our  ancestors  80  largely  shared  and  suffered,  to  transnnitto 
us  these  fertile  fields,  these  beautiful  domains.  Although 
he  was  not  an  active  participator  in  the  bloody  battles  of 
Lathrop  and  Turner,  yet  they  occurred  in  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  and  on  the  very  ground  which  he  afterwards  se- 
lected as  the  place  of  his  abode,  although  surrounded  by 
the  same  dangers  and  difficulties  with  which  his  imroediaU 
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ancestors  had  to  contend.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  a 
slight  notice  of  these  events  should  be  incorporated  with 
tho  history  of  his  life. 

In  tho  year  1651,  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  granted  two  thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  Indians  for 
nn  Indian  village  at  Nalick,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Ded- 
ham,  and  in  compensation  to  Dcdham  therefor  they  granted 
to  the  proprietors  of  Dedham  eight  thousand  acres  of  any 
land  hereiofore  unappropriated  within  the  jurisdiction,  wher- 
ever the  proprietors  might  choose  to  locate  them. 

In  1663  messengers  were  sent  to  examine  the  country. 
These  were  John  Fairbanks,  and  Lieut.  Daniel  Fisher,  who 
on  their  return  gave  a  most  glowing  description  of  the  land 
on  the  banks  of  Dcerficld  river,  which  account  may  be 
found  in  Worthington's  history  of  Dcdham,  and  the  town 
of  Dedham  appointed  six  persons  to  repair  to  Deerfield, 
which  was  then  called  by  tho  Indians  Pocomptuck,  and  to 
locate  the  eight  thousand  acres  there.    Capt.  John  Pyn- 
chon,  of  Springfield,  was  employed  by  the  town,  to  purchase 
those  lands  of  the  Indians.    He  soon  after  performed  that 
duty  and  procured  four  deeds  from  the  Indians,  which  were 
afterwards  dt,  jsited  in  Deac.  Aldis'  box  at  Dedham.  Ded- 
ham gave  ninety-four  pounds,  ten  shillings  for  these  deeds; 
which  sum  was  procured  by  an  assessment  on  the  common 
lights  in  the  Dcdham  proprietary. 

In  the  spring  of  tho  year  1671  the  first  settlement  of  Deer- 
field  began,  and  a  few  houses  were  erected  on  the  mam 
street  on  the  lots  drawn  by  the  proprietors,  on  the  town 
plat  which  was  then  a  forest.  The  location  of  tho  eight 
thousand  acres,  called  the  Dedham  grant,  under  the  admin- 
istration of  Gov.  Bellingham,  began  at  Pocomptuck  river, 
near  Cheapside,  and  extended  north  so  as  to  contain  all  the 
meadow  lands,  the  town  plat,  Bloody-Brook  village,  and  all 
the  flat  lands  within  the  hills  to  Hatfield  line,  and  a  better 
tract  of  tho  same  quantity  of  land  could  not  have  been  se- 
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lectcd,  even  by  men  ofllie  present  day,  who  liave  resided 
here  fifty  years.  Our  nncestora  v.cll  knew  where  to  find 
good  lands,  or  tlicy  never  would  iiuvc  periled  life  and  liberty 
in  an  uncultivated  and  savngo  wilderness. 

The  first  iniialutants  lived  on  peaeeable  terms  with  the 
Indians  until  tlie  year  ir,7.j,  at  wliirli  time  King  I'liilip's  war 
commenced.  On  the  1st  ot"  .Sopteiulicr  ol'this  year  the  town 
wL'fi  attacked  by  the  Indians,  several  iionses  were  burnt,  and 
one  man  by  the  name  ofJamcs  ]:'g;:leston  was  killed.  On 
the  i'Jth  ol'  the  .=  anie  mnrilh,  when  y,tni)<i  to  ntteiid  public 
worship  on  Sumlay,  the  inhunitants  were  attacked,  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  I]arrin;;ton  was  severely 
wounded;  anotlier  was  diiveninto  a  morass,  taken  and  killed. 
This  was,  indeed,  a  fatal  month  to  the  Kni.'lish  se  ttlers  m 
this  part  of  the  country.  On  the  lllth,  .•^ix  da-,  s  after  the 
last  alfray,  an  event  nci-urred  whicii  clothed  the  eountiy  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  —  ••TIk'  blackest  day  ever  noticed  in 
the  annals  of  New -lOn^^'land. "  I  have  reference  to  the 
slaughter  ofCapt.  'J'homas  Lathrop,  of  Kssex  county,  and 
ninety  of  his  men,  who  fell  on  this  memorable  day,  sui-- 
roundcd  by  an  army  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  Indians, 
probably  headed  by  that  wiley  conunander  and  sagacious 
ehiefaitn,  King  Phili])  hnnsc  If,  at  a  place  called  Hloudy- 
Brook,  in  Deerlield,  about  live  miles  from  the  north  vil- 
lage in  this  town. 

The  general  dojiot  of  Knglish  troops  at  TIadley  at  this 
time  hud  increased  so  nnich  as  to  make  it  ncccs.'-ary  to  ran- 
sack the  country  for  pro\ision3.  A  large  (|uantitv  of  grain, 
probably  wheat,  had  been  harvested  and  stacked  nt  JJcer- 
tield.  Ca|)t.  Ijuthrop,  and  a  company  of  eighty  men  besides 
a  number  of  teamsters  \viih  their  teams,  \\  ere  sent  by  Major 
Treat  from  this  place  to  thrash  out  the  grain  and  carry  it  to 
i  ladley. — Caj)t.  Moseley  and  a  small  body  of  colonial  troops, 
were  at  this  time  stationed  at  Deerlield  street  in  the  gar- 
rison.   Copt.  Lathrop  and  his  men  thrashed  out  the  grain. 
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loaded  the  carts,  and  commenced  tiieir  return  to  Jladley  on 
the  morning  of  the  18lh,  feeling  themselves  in  ])erfect  se- 
curity. Unfortunately  he  was  not  so  well  versed  in  mod- 
ern warfare  as  to  know  the  iiecc.-sity  of  flank  guar  ds,  or  be 
was  totally  unapprehensive  ol"  the  danger  w  hich  threatened 
him.  After  he  had  proceeded  about  four  miles  end  a  hr.lf 
through  the  country  which  was  then  covered  with  woods, 
and  had  just  crossed  the  little  stream,  now  ce.lled  l.loodv  - 
Hrook,  |)recLsrh' at  tiie  spot  w  here  the  present  bridge  now 
crosses  that  stream,  and  exactly  at  the  place  where  the  coi  - 
ner stone  to  the  monument  w  hich  is  to  be  (  rectcd  in  com- 
memoration of  the  event,  is  laid,  on  a  sudden,  and  without 
an\'  warning,  thry  were  aila.  'u'd,  prol)a!dy  by  King  Philip 
himself  and  seven  or  eight  hundred  ferocious  Indians,  howl- 
ing for  vengeance,  and  brandi':''ing  the  deadly  tomahawk 
and  inurdcrou.i  scalping  knil'c.  i  i;  ■  troops  had  crossed  the 
stream  and  were  waiting  fur  the  teams  to  come  up.  Mor^ 
than  one  account  slates  that  many  nl'the  .srddiers  had  stacked 
or  laid  down  their  guns,  and,  in  conscious  secuiit}',  wen- 
regaling  themselve.-s  upon  the  delicious  grajics  which  w  ere 
found  there  in  great  abundance,  growing  ujion  the  vinos 
which  were  entwined  around  the  trees  at  that  place.  In  a 
moment  the  guns  of  the  whole  body  of  Indians  who  were 
lying  in  wait  here  for  their  victims,  poured  destruction  upon 
their  ranks,  accompanied  by  the  terrific  yells  of  the  savagi- 
war-whoop.  Capt.  Lathrop  and  the  creaicrpart  of  his  soK 
dicrs  fell  on  the  first  attack.  Those  w  ho  remained  fought 
with  the  ferocity  of  tigers,  but,  of  what  avail  were  skill  and 
bravery  against  such  a  disparity  of  numbers.  Of  nearly 
one  hundred  men  who  entered  that  field  of  death  on  that 
fatal  morning,  in  the  bloom  of  iicalth,  of  youth,  of  manly 
beauty,  only  seven  or  eight  remained  to  tell  the  melan- 
choly talc.  All  the  rest  were  inhumanly  butchered,  and  the 
clods  of  the  valley  have  rested  upon  their  bosoms  for  more 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  years.    Departed  spirits,  fare- 
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well!  WO  have  oflen  mourned  thy  early  exit,  and  dropped 
l!ie  tear  of  commiseration  at  tiiy  much  lamented  fate. — 
These  young  men  have  alw  ays  been  considered  "  the  flower 
of  the  county  of  Essex,"  and  they  descended  from  the  most 
respectable  families  there.  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  historian,  or 
Cotton  Mather,  calls  this  "the  saddest  day  which  ever  oc- 
curred in  New  England." 

Capt.  Mosclcy,  who  was  stationed  at  Decrficld  street,  with 
Lieutenants  Pickering  and  Savage,  cither  hearing  the  firing 
at  Bloody-Brook,  or  being  apprised  of  the  disaster  of  Capt. 
Lathrop,  by  the  soldiers  or  teamsters  who  were  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  escape  from  the  massacre,  ran  immediately  to 
their  relief,  but  wero  loo  latu  Ibr  the  rescue.  They  found 
the  Indians  plundering  the  dead  of  such  articles  of  value  as 
remained  about  them.  They  attacked  the  Indians  with 
great  fury,  and  they  were  us  much  unprepared  for  such  an 
assault,  as  Lathrop  was  for  their  attack  upon  him.  They 
charged  them  to  and  fro  across  the  swamp  and  back,  and 
destroyed  them  in  great  numbers.  They  finally  drove  them 
iicross  a  great  western  swamp,  and  dispersed  them  in  u 
distant  forest,  and  in  all  tiiis  skirmi.shing  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy,  Capt.  Moseley  lott  only  two  men,  and  had  six 
or  eight  wounded. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  day.  Major  Treat,  who  was  on 
that  day  on  a  march  from  l  ladley  to  Morthficld,  arrived  upon 
the  field  of  action,  with  about  one  hundred  men,  English, 
and  Pequot  and  Mohegan  Indians,  and  was  of  service  to 
Capt.  Moseley  and  his  men,  in  helping  him  to  disperse  the  " 
enemy.  Treat  and  Moseley  retired  to  the  garrison  that 
night,  and  in  the  morning  returned  to  bury  Lathrop  and  his 
alain,  when  they  found  a  party  of  Indians  plundering  the 
dead. 

I  copy  from  Gen.  Hoyl's  Antiquarian  Researches,  a 
work  of  standard  merit,  and  one  which  I  hope  will  soon 
pats  into  a  new  and  more  beautiful  edition,  the  following^ 
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singular  instance  of  resuscitation  from  apparent  death, 
which  occurred  at  this  time.  "One  Robert  Dutch,  of  Ips- 
wich, who  had  been  prostrated  by  a  ball  which  contused 
his  head — mauled  by  hatchets — stripped  and  left  for  dead, 
recovered  his  senses — arose  from  llie  ground  covered  with 
blood,  and  in  a  state  of  nudity  walked  up  to  Moseley 's  men. 
He  was  furnished  with  clothes — carried  to  the  English  head- 
quarters, recovered  and  lived  several  years  in  perfect 
health." 

The  Indians  lost  on  that  day  about  ninety-six  men,  who 
were,  probably,  most  of  them  killed  in  the  engagement  with 
Moseley.  About  forty  years  after  this  event,  during  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Williams,  our  forefathers  erected  a  rude 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Cnpt.  Lathrop  and  his  men; 
but  the  difl'crent  occupants  of  the  soil  have  removed  it  so 
many  times  that  it  has  been  extremely  diflicuU  to  ascertain 
the  precise  spot  where  he  or  his  men  were  buried.  So  much 
laudable  curiosity  has  been  excited,  of  Into,  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  a  meeting  of  several  of  the  citizens  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Dcerfield  was  hold  in  the  sumnicr  of  1835,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  commemorating  the 
160th  anniversary  of  the  destruction  of  Capt.  Lathrop  and 
his  men,  for  ascertaining,  if  possible,  where  their  bones  lio 
interred,  and  to  take  measures  for  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  their  memories.  The  committee  of  investigation, 
guided  by  the  tradition  of  some  aged  people,  were  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  discover  tl.c  precise  spot  where  Lathrop  and 
about  thirty  of  his  men  were  buried,  and  their  bones  wero 
in  a  tolerable  state  of  preservation,  although  they  disinte- 
grated upon  exposure  to  the  air.  Tiie  grave  is  just  in  front 
of  the  door  yard  of  Stephen  Whitney,  Esq.  and  about  twenty 
feet  northwest  of  his  front  door. 

A  grave  probably  containing  the  bones  of  the  ninety-six 
Indians  who  were  slain  on  that  day,  was,  likewise  found 
by  accident  about  the  same  time,  nearly  one  hundred  rod» 
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wcBlofthe  hend  of  the  road  leading  from  Bloody-Brook  to 
Conway,  by  Mr.  Artcmas  \V  illiams,  and  a  little  more  than 
lialf  a  mile  south-west  ol'tlie  ^ravc  of  Latlirop;  an  admira- 
ble situation  for  an  Indian  grave. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Charlcstown,  now  gov- 
ernor of  Massacliiisctts,  was  appointed  the  orator  for  the 
occasion,  and  Gen.  I''p.  llnyt  of  this  town,  was  requested 
to  prepare  tlic  address  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  for 
the  monument.  E.xtrnsive  preparations  were  made  for  the 
commemoration  of  the  event,  and  on  the  day  of  the  cele- 
bration, the  higli  expectations  of  the  public  were  not  disap- 
pointed. About  .six  thousand  people  listened  with  enchained 
attention  and  rapturous  delight  to  the  lofty  and  thrilling 
tones  of  oratory  proceeding';  from  both  the  speaUers'  lips, 
who  did  ample  justice  to  the  heroism  and  valor  of  our  an- 
cestors, whose  blood  (lowed  so  profusely  on  this  melancholy 
occasion.  Other  scarcely  less  aniinating  addresses  and 
Bcntimcnts  were  given  at  the  table,  and  the  festivities  of 
tlic  occasion  were  highly  exhilarating.  A  collection  of  above 
two  hundred  dollars  was  shortly  made  for  the  monument, 
and  we  trust,  the  crying  sin  of  neglect  will  no  longer  rest 
upon  their  descendants. 

"  Sleep,  sol'liiTs  of  mrrit,  plrep  p  ilLiiits  of  voro, 
"  The  li.iir:!iL-t  tn  fallen,  the  Htru^^ie  \»  o'er; 
"  Willie  liie  fir-ticc  i?  preen,  or  llie  wind  rolls  a  wavp, 
"The  (car-drop  fliall  Ijii^lilen  llie  luif  nf  tlie  lirave." 

Uccrfield  was  deserted  soon  after  this  disariter,  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  Indians  reduced  the  settlement  to  ashes. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  1G7G,  Capt.  Turner  marched  froio 
Hatfield  at  the  head  of  aliout  IGO  militia  jnrn,  to  attack  d 
large  Indian  force  stationed  at  the  great  falls,  so  called,  on 
('onnecticut  river,  in  that  part  of  Dcerfield  which  is  now 
Gill.  The  Indians  had  a  large  settlement  there,  as  it  was 
a  famous  resort  for  palmon,  bass,  and  shad.  They  had  at 
that  time  a  force  there  of  several  hundred  men.  Captairi 
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Turner  was  from  Boston,  and  he  commanded  flic  standing 
forces;  the  volunteers  were  commanded  by  Cnpt.  llolyoke, 
of  Springfield,  I^nsign  ]>yninn  of  Ni)rtliarnj  tnn,  and  Ser- 
geants, K'ellogg  and  Dickinson,  of  1  ladlry.  'I'iie  Rev.  1  lope 
Atherton  accon)])aiiied  tln-m.  Bcnjainin  Wait  and  l^xpe- 
ricnce  Hinsdale  were  pilots.  1  love  to  be  parlicnlnr,  for 
I  think  the  names  of  tiiDsc  \\h<)  have  fought  and  bled  for 
us,  should  be  transmitted  to  posterity. 

There  was  another  party  of  Indians  at  this  tinif^  at  Smead's 
IsKind,  a  little  more  than  a  mile  iiolnw.  Aftr  r  the  tlofcat  of 
Latlirop  and  the  desertion  of  1  )eerfield,  the  Indiana  consid- 
ered themselves  in  little  danger  of  an  alta'"!<  iVnm  the  Eng- 
lish; especially  as  their  fm  ccs  were  not  numcroos  at  Iladlry 
and  the  adjacent  towns,  tlicv,  iherefore,  tnuk  litllc  jiaiiis  to 
protect  themselves.  In  addition  to  this,  two  boys  who  had 
prcviouslv  been  taken  by  the  Indians  on  the  river  below, 
by  the  names  of  fiillct  and  Stelibins,  esca[)rd  from  them, 
and  informed  the  Enulish  of  the  situation  oftiieir  enemies. 

This  company,  well  mounted,  and  under  the  iinncfliate 
command  of  Capt.  Turner,  passed  directly  thruugli  Deer- 
field  street,  which  was  a  short  time  before  in  smoking  ruins, 
and  across  the  river  at  Chcapside,  a!;out  two  miles  above, 
Avhere  there  was  a  lodi,'e  ot"  Indians,  liv  whom  they  ^vere 
heard  as  they  lorded  the  liver,  'i'luygnt  up  and  exam- 
ined the  crossing  jdace,  but  finding  no  e\  idr  iu-e  of  horses 
having  pass(ul,  tliey  supposed  tliat  the  noise  proceeded  from 
moose,  crossing  tlu;  i  i\  er,  and  ri  tired  to  rest.  Turner  now 
proceeded  to  (I'leenfield  me  adow  and  pa-scd  ( i reeii  liver, 
and  continued  his  route  through  |niMiless  woods  lop  about 
four  miles,  and  came  to  a  luilt  on  tiie  west  bank  of  VuU  river, 
where  it  empties  into  the  Connecticut,  about  liall'amilo 
from  the  Indian  caiii|)  above  the  falls.  They  here  tied  their 
horses,  and  lef"t  them  in  charge  of  a  small  sentry.  It  was 
now  near  day-break,  but  the  Indians  were  asleep,  not  even 
guarded  by  a  single  sentinel.    It  is  said  they  had  been 
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rioting  the  evening  before  upon  milk  and  roast  beef  which 
thry  hnd  stolen  from  the  neighboring  towns.     The  Eng- 
lish silently  broke  in  upon  tlicir  r.nmp,  niid  poured  in  a 
charge  of  musketry  which  almost  completely  deafened  them. 
In  their  consternation  and  alarm  they  ran  towards  the  river 
crying  out  iVahaicks!  Moluiwlcs!  supposing  themselves  at- 
tacked by  these  Indians.     (jrcat  numl)ers  jumped  into 
their  canoes  and  many  forgot  their  paddles,  and  were  hur- 
ried precipitously  over  the  falls,  dashed  to  pieces  and 
drowned,  while  others  were  destroyed  by  the  English  in 
the  camp,  in  tlicir  cabins,  and  in  their  canoes.  Report 
says,  thatCapt.  llolyokc  killed  live  with  his  own  hand;  many 
others  were  equally  brave,  rememliering  the  fate  of  Lath- 
rop  and  his  men.    The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  English  was 
otdy  one  man.   The  Indian  loss  was  very  severe;  one  hun- 
dred were  killed  on  the  spot;  one  hundred  and  forty  passed 
over  the  falls  and  were  killed  or  drowned,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  man.   A  few  escaped  to  their  companions.  The 
Jndians  acknowledged  their  own  loss  to  be  three  hundred, 
and  among  them  many  of  their  principal  Sachems. 

T\irner,  having  defeated  and  destroyed  the  principal  part 
of  the  Indians  at  this  place,  and  burned  and  demolished  the 
encampment,  collected  his  forces  and  returned  towards  the 
horses.     In  the  mean  time,  a  party  of  Indians  from  below 
attacked  the  guard  who  were  protecting  the  horses.  An- 
other party  of  Indiana  about  the  same  time  were  seen  cross- 
mg  the  river  above;  they  were  attacked  by  about  twenty 
of  Turner's  men,  who  vohir.teered  their  services,  but  the 
Indians  were  too  strong  for  them,  and  they  forced  them 
to  retire,  and  with  some  diflkulty  they  reached  the  main 
body  of  Turner's  troops,  in  lime  to  assist  them  in  driving 
back  the  Indians  to  the  woods,  who  had  attacked  the  guard 
with  the  horses.  Turner  now  re-commenccd  his  march  to 
Hatfield,  Holyoke  covering  his  rear  with  a  part  of  the 
force.  They  were  soon  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians  from 
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Smead's  Island,  and  by  others  who  had  united  themselves 
with  them  from  the  cast  side  of  the  river.  They  were 
often  repulsed  with  great  bravery  and  resolution  by  Capt. 
Holyoke.  His  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  the  Indians 
attempted  to  seize  hiin.  He  shot  the  foremost  with  one  of 
his  pistols,  which  deterred  the  others  from  the  attempt,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  one  of  his  men  who  raafo  his  relief, 
he  escaped  from  them.  A  captive  at  this  time  informed  the 
English  that  king  Philip  was  in  (he  pursuit  of  them  with  an 
army  of  one  thousand  men.  This,  with  the  severe  fighting 
in  which  they  had  just  been  engaged,  alarmed  them,  and 
they  separated  into  parties,  and  arranged  themselves  under 
difierent  leaders.  The  enemy  were  protected  and  covered 
by  n  thick  morass,  or  swamp,  extending  from  the  foot  of 
the  hill  at  the  falls,  nearly  to  Green  River  on  the  west  and 
south-west.  One  of  the  parties  was  cut  off  by  the  Indiana 
at  the  swamp,  and  another  party  having  got  lost,  were  taken 
prisoners  by  them  and  afterwards  burnt  to  death  in  the  In- 
dian manner,  which  was  by  covering  them  with  dry  bark, 
setting  it  on  fire,  and  then  quenching  it,  and  kindling  it 
again,  until  the  life  of  the  sulTerer  was  at  an  end.  Capt. 
Turner,  who  was  but  just  partially  recovering  from  a  fit  of 
sickness,  with  much  toil  and  exertion,  reached  Green  river, 
which,  as  he  was  passing,  the  enemy  shot  him  from  his 
horse,  and  he  very  soon  expired.  Capt.  Holyoke  contin- 
ued his  retreat  through  Green  river  meadows,  probably 
across  Petty's  plain  in  Deerfield,  and  Deerficld  meadows, 
continually  harrassed  by  the  Indians,  until  he  reached  Hat- 
field, witli  the  loss  of  tiiirty-eight  men. 

As  the  detail  of  individual  sufr(!ring  and  personal  brav- 
ery is  always  listened  to  with  deep  interest  and  attention, 
I  subjoin  the  following  narration,  the  substance  of  which 
may  be  found  in  an  attested  copy  of  an  account  of  the  suf- 
ferings and  hardships  endured  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Wells  of 
Hatfield,  in  this  expedition,  a  youth  then  in  tlio  17th  year  of 
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his  nge,  but  who  became  nftci wards  much  esteemed  in 
public  life,  and  who  lived  to  n  f^ood  old  ago,  honored  and 
beloved  by  iiis  rdlow-townsnicn. 

Mr.  Wells  bclon;^cd  to  one  of  the  pai  l  ics  who  were  under 
the  necessity -of  c  ontcndinrr  with  the  Indians  for  the  pos- 
session and  recovery  of  their  horses.    He  was  fired  upon 
by  three  Indians,  a(\er  he  had  mounted  !iis  horse,  and  se- 
verely wounded;  one  of  liic  balls  wlii/.zcd  lliroutrli  his  hair, 
another  wounded  his  horse,  and  a  third  struck  his  thigh 
at  a  place  where  it  had  formerly  been  fiaclured  i)y  a  carl 
wheel  passing  over  it.    The  ball  did  not  ctilirely  break  the 
bone  over  anew,  but  merely  liactured  the  end  of  one  of 
the  bones  wliicii  projected  over  the  other,  it  having  been 
unskillfully  managed  at  the  time  it  was  nr.^t  set,  or  reduced. 
It  was  witli  great  dilliculty,  after  receiving  this  wound  that 
he  could  retain  his  scat  in  the  saddle.    'I'iic  Indians  see- 
ing he  was  wounded  pursued  him  with  great  spirit.  Aa 
soon  as  he  began  to  recover  a  little  from  the  shock  of  the 
wound  he  saw  the  Indians  pressing  liaid  upon  him,  and 
immediately  presenting  his  gun  towards  them,  he  held  them 
at  bay,  and  when  they  again  charged  upon  him  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape  from  them,  and  to  reach  his  com- 
panions,   lie  begged  of  Capt.  Turner  to  go  back  to  the  re- 
lief of  bis  fiiends  in  tiic  rear,  as  ihey  were  exposed  to  im- 
minent danger  from  tiic  Indians,  or  to  tiirry  till  they  might 
overtake  tiiem.    Rut  Turner,  probaldy  ihiidung  that  self- 
preservation  was  the  first  law  of  nature,  and  being  himself, 
with  his  liule.  band,  most  critically  t-ituatod,  replied,  "It 
is  better  to  lose  some  than  all."    The  army  now  sepa- 
rated into  little  squads,  one  leader  crying,  "  if  you  will  savu 
your  lives  follow  me;"  and  another,  "  if  you  regard  your 
safety  follow  me."     Mr.  Wells  followed  a  party  whose 
course  was  towards  a  swamp,  but  perceiving  that  a  body 
of  the  enemy  was  in  that  direction,  he  shifted  his  course, 
aod  fell  in  with  another  party  whose  route  was  in  a  difTcrcnt 
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direction.    It  was  fortunate  for  him  that  he  did  so,  for  the 
party  which  he  first  joined  were  all  killed  by  the  Indians. 
His  horse  soon  failed  him  on  account  of  the  wound  which 
ho  had  received,  and  he  himself  was  much  debilitated  from 
loss  of  blood,  and  was  not  able  to  keep  up  with  this  party, 
but  was  left  by  them,  with  only  one  companion,  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Jones,  who  was  also  wounded.    The  country 
through  which  they  had  to  pass  was  r  pathless  forest,  and 
they  had  no  guide  to  direct  their  course.    Mr.  Wells  was 
very  soon  separated  from  his  companion,  who,  on  account 
of  his  wounds  was  not  able  to  go  on  with  him.  At  this  time 
he  was  very  faint,  and  happening  to  have  a  nutmeg  in  his 
pocket,  he  ate  it,  and  revived,  lie  wandered  about  tlio 
woods  for  a  considerable  time,  and  by  accident  arrived 
upon  the  banks  of  Green  river  which  he  followed  up  fo  a 
place  called  the  country  farms.    After  having  passed  (ho 
river,  in  attempting  to  rise  a  mountain  on  the  west  side  of 
it,  he  became  faint,  and  fell  from  his  horse.    lie  luy  in  this 
situation  for  a  considerable  time,  but  when  he  carne  to  hia 
senses,  his  horse  was  still  standmg  beside  liim,  and  the  Lri- 
dle  reins  were  on  his  hands.   He  got  up  and  tied  his  horse 
to  a  tree,  and  again  lay  down.    Upon  more  mature  reflec- 
tion, finding  himself  so  extremely  debilitated,  he  thought  ho 
should  have  no  further  use  for  his  horse,  he  humanely  let 
him  loose  to  seek  u  living  for  himself  in  the  forest.  Ho 
unfortunately  did  not  think  to  take  provisions  from  his  port- 
manteau which  at  that  time  contained  an  abundance.    In  (he 
evening  he  built  a  fire  to  keep  oQ"  the  musquetoes,  which 
were  very  troublesome  to  him.    This  came  very  near  de- 
stroying him,  for  the  flames  spread  with  so  much  lapidity 
among  the  leaves  and  underbrush,  that  in  his  faic.t  and 
exhausted  situation  he  had  great  diflicully  in  escaping  from 
them.    He  no  sooner  considered  himself  out  of  danger  on 
this  account,  than  ho  again  laid  himself  down  to  re>t,  but 

new  anticipations  alarmed  him.  He  feared  the  Indians  would 
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perceive  his  fire  and  direct  their  course  towards  him,  and 
either  kill,  or  captivate  him.  He  had  a  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition with  him  which  he  was  determined  should  not  fall  into 
their  hands.  After  reserving  a  round  or  two  for  his  own 
use,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  he  cast  the  rest  of  it  from 
him,  to  a  great  distance.  After  Iiaving  waited  a  consider- 
able time,  and  perceiving  that  the  flames  had  extended  ihem- 
eelves  over  a  considerable  territory,  he  began  to  be  en- 
couraged, and  filled  his  wounds  with  tow,  for  lint,  bound 
them  up  with  his  pocket  handkerchief,  and  laid  down  to 
uleop.  During  his  slumbers  he  dreamed  that  his  grand- 
father appeared  to  iiim,  and  informed  hiin  that  he  had  strayed 
out  of  the  riglit  course  to  Hatfield,  and  that  he  must  direct 
bis  course  down  the  river,  and  pursue  that  direction  till  he 
came  to  the  termination  of  a  mountain,  where  there  was 
an  cxten.  ive  plain,  on  which  ho  must  continue  his  travels 
until  he  arrived  homo.  It  is  very  singular  that  he  did  not 
at  first  go  down  the  river,  instead  of  following  it  up,  os  he 
must  have  known,  if  he  had  reflected  a  moment,  that  this 
was  the  right  direction  to  Dccrficid  street  and  I^Iatfield. — 
(Jpon  awakening  he  felt  himself  stronger,  his  wounds  hod 
ceased  bleeding,  and  making  use  of  his  gun  as  a  staff,  he 
was  able  slowly  to  walk.  When  he  perceived  the  rising  sun 
the  next  morning,  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had  wandered 
from  his  course,  and  upon  observation  he  concluded  that  lie 
was  now  farther  from  home  than  he  was  when  at  the  falls, 
the  place  of  action.  His  first  thought  was  to  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  his  dream,  but,  after  taking  all  these  things  into  con- 
fideration,  he  concluded  to  be  governed  by  it.  There  was 
nothing  supernatural  in  this  dream.  His  sleep  was  prob- 
ably disturbed,  but  not  so  much  so  that  he  could  not  reflect 
that  this  must  be  the  natural  course  for  him  to  pursue.  He 
therefore  travelled  down  the  river,  and  came  to  the  end 
of  the  mountain,  and  soon  arrived  upon  the  plain,  where 
he  immediately  found  a  foot-path  which  conducted  him  to 
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the  road  where  his  companions  had  previously  returned. — 
Upon  his  arrival  at  Dcerfield  river,  be  struggled  v  ith  great 
difficulty  in  passing  it,  the  stream  being  so  powerful  as  to 
throw  his  lame  leg  over  the  other,  and  prevent  his  wading 
it.  Several  of  his  (irst  efforts  were  entirely  unavailing. 
However,  still  using  his  gun  as  a  staff,  he  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  opposite  shore.  Upon  rising  the 
bank,  being  much  exhausted,  he  lay  down  under  a  walnut 
sapling,  and  fell  asleep.  On  awaking  he  perceived  an  In- 
dian in  a  canoe,  coming  directly  towards  him.  He  felt 
himself  in  a  forlorn  and  perilous  situation,  as  he  was  so 
lame  as  not  to  be  able  to  escape  by  running,  and  his  gun 
was  so  tilled  with  yand  and  dirt,  that  he  could  not  discharge 
it.  As  soon  as  the  Indian  saw  him  he  pointed  his  gun  at 
him,  which  frightened  him  so  much  that  he  jumped  out  of 
his  canoe  and  left  his  gun  behind,  and  escaped  down  the 
river.  Mr.  Wells  now  concluding  that  he  would  alarm  the 
whole  tribe,  who  were  but  a  short  distance  from  him,  went 
into  an  adjacent  swamp,  where  he  found  two  logs  lying  near 
together,  covered  witii  rubbish.  ]ic  crept  between  them 
and  covered  himself  up  as  well  as  he  could  with  this  rub- 
bish. He  very. soon  heard  the  tread  of  the  Indians,  but 
dared  not  look  out  from  his  hiding  place.  ^Vhcn  the  noise 
had  ceased  and  he  supposed  they  were  gone,  lie  ventured 
out  from  his  covert,  and  proceeded  on  his  journey.  He 
foiind  some  horses'  bones  in  Dcerfield  meadows,  and  he 
was  so  very  hungry  that  he  ate  some  matter  which  the  crows 
had  left  upon  them;  he  also  found  some  rotten  beans, 
where  the  Indians  had  been  tlirashing,  which  he  also  ate. 
These,  with  the  exception  of  two  i)lue-birds'  eggs,  which 
he  found  on  the  wuy,  were  the  only  provisions  which  he 
tasted  till  he  arrived  at  Hatfield.  On  ISaturday  night,  a 
little  after  sundown,  he  arrived  at  the  town  plat  in  Deer- 
lield  street,  but  as  he  found  no  inhabitants  there,  the  town 
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having  been  burnt  a  short  time  before,  he  proceeded  on  his 
journey  in  the  evening. 

His  sufferings  were  now  so  great  that  he  often  laid  him- 
self down  to  die,  under  nn  c.xpcctnlion  (hat  he  should  never 
rise  again.  On  the  morning  of  tl)c  Sabbath  he  liad  not  ad- 
vanced any  farther  than  Miiudy-Urook,  about  five  miles 
from  the  town  plat.  Here  he  discovered  a  human  head, 
probably  of  one  of  Lathr()|)'s  soldiers,  wiio  was  killed  thero 
the  autumn  before,  which  had  been  dug  up  by  beastx  of 
prey,  and  notwithstanding  his  disf rcsscd  situation,  he  ,ght 
for  and  found  the  grave,  and  laid  the  head  with  the  body, 
and  covered  it  with  billets  of  wood  in  the  best  manner  ho 
was  able,  to  protect  it  from  wild  beasts.  Upon  leaving  the 
brook,  and  entering  upon  the  |)lain,  he  became  very  faint 
and  thirsty,  but  could  get  no  water,  for  .some  time,  lie, 
however,  was  frequently  rcfieshcd  by  holding  his  face  in 
the  smoke  of  burning  pine  knots  which  he  often  found,  as 
the  woods  had  been  on  (ire,  as  was  the  frctiuent  custom  of 
the  inhabitants  in  those  days,  to  enable  tiiem  to  pursue  their 
game  with  greater  facility,  and  to  give  uiore  free  access  to 
their  cattle  in  feeding.  I  fe  arrived  home  at  noon  on  the  sab- 
bath, and  was  received  with  great  joy  iiy  his  friends,  who  be- 
lieved him  to  be  dead.  He  suflercd  e.Ntrcincly  from  his 
wounds,  and  many  times  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  six 
months  at  a  lime.  It  was  more  than  four  years  before  he 
entirely  recovered. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  sermon  delivered  by  tho 
Rev.  -Mr.  Alherton,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Hatfield.  Mr. 
Athcrlon  was  in  tiiis  action,  and  the  sermon  was  delivered 
on  the  Sabbath  after  his  return  : — "In  the  luirry  and  con- 
fusion of  the  retreat,  1  was  separated  from  the  army.  Tho 
night  following  I  wandered  up  and  down  among  the  dwell- 
ing places  of  the  enemy,  but  none  of  them  discovered  me. 
The  next  day  I  tendered  myself  to  them  a  prisoner,  for  no 
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way  of  escape  appeared,  and  I  had  been  a  long  time  with- 
out food,  but  notwithstanding  I  ofTcrcd  myself  to  them,  yet 
they  accepted  not  my  oflcr;  wiu  n  I  spoke  they  answered 
not;  and  when  I  moved  toward  them  they  fled.  Poinding 
they  would  not  accept  of  me  as  a  prisoner,  I  determined  to 
take  the  course  of  the  river,  and  if  pospiblc,  find  the  way 
home,  and  after  several  days  of  hunger,  fatigue  and  dan- 
ger, I  reached  Hatfield." 

The  Indians  were  very  superstitious  with  regard  to  priests 
or  ministers  of  the  gospel,  believing  them  to  be  supernat- 
ural beings.  This  may  account  f  their  conduct  to  Mr. 
Atherton  at  this  time. 

The  government  of  Massachusetts  in  compensation  for 
the  services  of  Capts.  Turner  and  Holyoke  and  tlicir  men 
in  this  engagement,  granted  them  and  their  successors,  the 
township  called  Bernardston,  then  Fall-town.* 

The  following  year,  1G77,  an  attempt  was  made  to  re- 
settle tiic  town;  very  so^n  after,  however,  a  number  of  the 
people  were  slain,  and  the  town  was  deserted.  A  man  by 
the  name  of  John  lioot  was  killed  on  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber of  this  year,  and  three  others  by  the  names  of  Sergeant 
Plympton,  Quintin  Stockwell,  and  Bcncni  Stebbins  were 
taken  jirisoners.  Stebbins  escr.pcd  and  returned  to  Deer- 
field,  Plympton  was  burnt  at  the  stake,  and  it  is  said  that 
the  Indians  compelled  a  Mr.  Dickinson  to  lead  him  to  it, 
and  that  he  went  to  it  with  cheerfulness.  In  the  year  1682 
the  settlers  returned,  and  for  several  years  were  unmolested 
by  the  Indians.  This  year  the  town  of  Deerfield  was  in 
corporated. 


•  Ste  Appendix. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Mr.  Williamn'  first  srttlcmcnt  al  DcerfrrlJ.— Inilian  dislurbiinc€«.— Sickiny 
of  the  town. 

At  the  time  of  the  addilioniil  grant  of  the  legislature  to 
the  eight  tliousaiid  acres,  in  the  year  IG7f],  so  as  to  consti- 
tute Pocomptiick  a  township  of  an  area  of  seven  squarn 
miles,  one  of  the  conililions  of  the  grant  wad,  that  tiic  in- 
liabilanls  sliould  settle  an  orthodox  minister  within  ihreo 
years.  Tht;  settlements  on  Connecticut  river  were  at  that 
time,  and  for  a  long  time  afterw  ards,  in  a  state  of  continual 
jeopardy  from  savage  warfare  and  Indian  incursions.  The 
great  battles  of  Lathrop  and  Turner  h.id  parnlized  the  cn- 
terprize  of  the  pioneers  of  the  wilderness,  and  it  was  along 
time  before  ihcy  recovered  their  energies.  It  was  not  till 
the  year  1G82  tiiat  any  great  elForts  were  made  at  re-scttle- 
ment.  A  few  inhabitants  returned  that  year,  and  for  sev- 
eral succeeding  years  they  were  not  much  molested  by  tho 
Indians.  On  account  of  tliesc  disturbances  the  town  did 
not  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  )et  no  excep- 
tions were  taken  by  the  government.  On  th'  contrary, 
additional  grants  were  aAerwards  made  to  thu  limits  of  the 
town. 

In  March  1686,  Mr.  Williams  was  ordained  the  first  min- 
ister of  the  gospel  in  Dcerficld,  when  he  was  but  little 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  must  have  been 
•iliielded  by  the  whole  armor  of  tiic  cliristian  w  arfare  to  have 
riaked  his  life  in  so  hazardous  an  undertaking.  The  fol- 
lowing is  tho  agreement  between  him  and  his  people,  copied 
from  tho  early  records  of  the  town: 

"The  inhabitants  of  Decrlield,  to  encourage  Mr.  John 
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Will-ams  to  settle  amongst  them,  to  dispense  the  blessed 
word  of  truth  unto  them,  have  made  propositions  to  him  as 
followeth  : — 

"That  they  will  give  him  si.xleen  cow  commons  of 
meadow  land,  with  a  home-lot  that  lyeth  on  tlic  meeting 
house  hill — that  they  will  build  him  a  house  foity-two  feet 
long,  twenty  feet  wide,  with  a  lento  on  the  back  side  of  the 
house,  to  finish  said  house,  to  fence  his  iiome-Iot,  and 
within  two  years  after  this  agreement,  to  build  him  a  ham, 
and  break  up  his  ploughing  land.  For  yearly  salary,  to 
give  him  si.\ty  pounds  a  year  for  the  present,  and  four  or 
five  years  after  tliis  agreement,  to  add  to  his  salary,  and 
make  it  eighty  pounds.  Tlie  committee  approved  and  rati- 
fied the  above  propositions  on  the  condition  Mr.  Williams 
iettlc  among  tlicm. 

Attest,  Mcdad  Pumry,  by  order  of  the  committee." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Decrfield,  Dec.  17, 
168G,  there  was  granterl  to  Mr.  John  Williams  a  certain 
piece  of  land  lying  within  the  meadow  fence,  beginning  at 
Joseph  Sheldon's  north  line,  and  so  nms  to  Uccrfield  River, 
north,  or  north  east,  the  owners  of  the  common  fence  main- 
taining it  as  it  now  is  at  the  time  of  the  grant." 

There  was  n  further  agreement  between  Mr.  Williams 
and  the  town  in  relation  to  his  salary,  in  1G9G — 7.  "  Tho 
town  to  pay  their  salary  to  me  in  wheat,  pease,  Indian-corn, 
and  pork,  at  the  prices  stated,  viz. — wheal  at  3s.  3d.  per 
bushel,  Indian-corn  al  2s.  per  bushel,  fitted  pork  at  2d.  I-I2 
per  lb.,  these  being  the  terms  of  the  bnrgaiii  made  with  mo 
at  the  first.  (Signed)        JOHN  WILLI.\MS." 

About  seven  years  after  his  settlement,  on  the  Gth  of 
June,  1G03,  Indnn  depredations  again  commenced  at  Deer- 
field,  and  the  widow  Hepzibah  Wells,  of  his  society  and 
three  of  her  daughters  were  knocked  down,  and  scalped, 
•no  of  whom  recovered  from  the  terrific  maiming.  Thoniai 
Broughton  and  his  wife  and  three  children,  were  also  killed 
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at  the  same  time.  A  few  months  afterwards  a  man  by  tho 
name  of  Martin  Smith  was  taken  prisoner,  and  carried  to 
Canada,  but  he  returned  in  a  few  years. 

The  fort  at  Dccrfield  was  again  attacked  on  tlie  IGth  of 
September  IGO  1,  by  IMonsicur  Castrecn,  and  an  Indian 
force  under  his  command.  'I'.'-e  attack  was  unsuccessful, 
but  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Severance  was  killed  in 
the  meadows,  and  two  soldiers  by  tlie  names  of  Beaumont 
and  Richard  Lyman  were  wounded  in  the  fort.  A  school- 
mistress by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Beaumont  and  her 
scholars  were  almost  miraculously  preserved.  Being  fired 
upon  by  the  Indians  as  they  ran  from  the  house  to  the  fort, 
the  bullets  whistled  about  their  cars,  but  not  one  of  them 
were  in  the  least  injured,  althougii  the  Indians  were  very 
near  them. 

As  Mr.  Joseph  Barnard  and  a  party  of  our  men  were  on 
their  return  from  Hatfield  on  the  1 8th  of  August,  1G05, 
they  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians  who  had  con- 
cealed themselves  beneath  a  bridge  in  the  south  meadows 
about  two  miles  south  of  the  street,  on  the  road  leading  to 
the  Bars. — Barnard  himself  was  badly  wounded  in  his  body, 
and  in  both  hands,  and  his  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and 
fell  dead.  Through  the  instrumentality  and  courage  of 
Godfry  Nim.s,  he  was  rescued  from  the  enemy  and  brought 
to  the  fort  at  Dccrfield,  where  he  lived  to  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, when  he  died  greatly  lamented.  The  oldest  mon- 
ument which  we  can  now  find  (1837)  in  our  old  burying 
ground  is  erected  to  his  memory,  bearing  date  1G95.  The 
bridge  is  still  in  the  same  situation  across  the  brook  where 
Mr.  Barnard  fell,  as  it  was  then,  and  it  is  called  Indian 
bridge.  On  the  IGth  of  September,  1696,  as  two  men,  by 
the  names  of  Thomas  Smcad  and  John  Gillet,  were  out 
from  the  fort  hunting,  up  Green  river,  towards  the  north 
part  of  the  present  town  of  Greenfield,  they  were  attacked, 
and  Gillet  was  captivated  by  the  Indians.    Smead  wai  so 
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fortunate  as  to  make  his  escape.  The  Indians  now  made 
a  rapid  advance  to  the  fort  at  Dccrfield  villngo,  and  took 
Mr.  Daniel  Bclding  and  a  son  and  daughter,  by  the  names 
of  Nathaniel  and  Esther.  They  also  killed  his  wife  and 
three  children,  and  wounded  two  other  childicn.  They 
both  recovered,  although  the  son  !iad  liiu  skull  fractured 
by  an  Indian  tomahawk,  and  a  portion  of  brain  issued  from 
the  ghastly  wound.  A  wound  of  the  brain  has  been  thought 
by  many  to  be  absolutely  fatal.  This,  and  numerous  other 
cases,  shew  that  the  opinion  is  not  correct." 

In  July,  1690,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Pomroy 
was  killed  by  the  enemy,  as  he  was  out  in  pursuit  of  somo 
Indians  up  the  river,  who  had  been  commiliing  depredations 
at  Hatfield.  Gen.  Iloyt,  in  his  Antiquarian  Researches 
gives  this  account  of  the  transaction: — "  About  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  a  short  time  before  sunset,  a  small  party  of 
Indians  killed  a  man  and  boy  in  Hatfield  meadows,  on  tho 
banks  of  Connecticut  river,  and  captured  two  lads,  Sam- 
uel Dickinson,  and  one  Charley;  they  put  tiiem  on  board 
of  canoes  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  The  intelligence 
beina  received  at  Dccrfield,  thirteen  miles  above,  twelve 
men  were  dcfaciied  to  that  place  to  intercept  the  Indians. 
Proceeding  about  twenty  miles  they  selected  a  favorable 
spot  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  lay  till  morning, 
when  they  discovered  the  Indians  comirig  up  near  the  oppo- 
site bank  with  the  captured  lad.s,  in  two  canoes.  Care- 
fully marking  their  objects,  the  whole  party  gave  the  In- 
dians an  unexpected  fire,  by  wliicli  one  was  wounded;  the 
others,  witli  one  of  the  lads,  leaped  from  tlic  canoes  and 
gained  the  shore;  they  then  attempted  to  kill  the  lads,  but 
receiving  another  well  directed  fire,  they  fell  back,  on 
which  the  lad  on  the  shore  jnincd  his  cnmpaninn  in  the  ca- 
noe, and  both  escaped  across  the  river  to  their  deliverers. 
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Five  orsi.x  of  the  pnrty  then  cmbnrkcd  with  ttic  design  of 
seizing  the  other  canoe,  w  liich  at  this  time  liad  lodg-"d  at  an 
island  a  little  below;  two  Indians  who  lay  secreted  not  far 
distant,  fired  and  killed  Nathaniel  Tomroy,  one  of  the  party. 
The  Indians  then  retired  into  the  woods,  and  the  English 
returned  to  Deerficld.  Tlie  place  where  tliis  exploit  hap- 
pened, is  a  short  distance  above  the  month  of  Ashuelot  river, 
where  the  Connecticut  makes  a  reniarkalile  flexure  at  the 
present  town  of  Vernon,  in  Vermoiit." 

In  the  year  169!),  the  town  ordered  the  pickets  round  the 
old  fort  to  be  rejiaircd.  Heavy  penalties  were  annexed  for 
a  non-fuKilmciit  of  these  orders.  'J'hese  pickets  w  ere  prob- 
ably commenced  by  our  people  in  King  Philip's  w  ar  which 
began  about  the  year  l(il!9.  .At  the  time  the  orders  of  the 
town  were  issued,  tiiey  were  considerably  out  of  repair. 
At  a  time  of  savage  warfare,  and  Indian  incursions,  these 
precautions  were  absolutely  necessary.  These  pickets  in- 
cluded about  twenty  acres,  and  the  old  house  was  inclosed 
near  the  northwest  angle  of  them.  Many  dwelling  houses 
were  at  the  same  time  rudely  fortified  by  being  surrounded 
with  cleft  or  round  sticks  of  limber  placed  erect  in  the 
ground,  and  the  walls  were  lined  with  bricks,  which  were 
considered  to  be  musket  proof,  a  very  insecure  mode  of 
protection,  even  against  savages. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1703,  two  prisoners  were  taken 
from  Deerficld,  in  the  meadows,  near  Hroughton's  pond, 
at,  or  near  the  north  end  of  the  street,  by  the  names  of 
Zebcdiah  Williams  and  John  Nims,  and  carried  to  Canada. 
Nims  escaped  with  some  other  prisoners,  and  after  much 
fatigue  and  danger,  returned  to  Deerficld — Williams  died 
in  Canada. 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  contrast  our  situa- 
tion at  the  present  day,  with  that  of  our  unhappy  ancestors, 
who  have  toiled  and  l)led  to  transmit  to  us  this  rich  inherit- 
ance, these  bcautil'ul  domains.    NVe  are  now  in  peace  and 
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security,  enjoying  the  blessings  of  rational  liberty,  and  sur- 
rounded by  all  which  can  make  life  desirable.   The  country 
is  densely  inhabited;  our  roads  are  good,  and  intelligence 
can  be  conveyed  to  the  remotest  quarters  in  a  short  space  of 
time.    We  arc  in  no  danger  of  invasion  from  a  foreign  or  a 
domestic  foe.    W^e  need  no  muskets  to  protect  us  while  at 
labor  in  onrfields;  no  guards  to  defend  usduringt  he  silent 
watches  of  the  night.    The  blood  of  our  sons  no  lonirer 
fattens  our  corn-fields — no  savage  war-whoop  awakens  the 
sleep  of  our  cradles.    Our  firesides  are  our  altars,  and  we 
can  enjoy  them  unmolested.    How  different  was  tiie  case 
with  our  forefathers.    The  country  was  new;  it  was  in- 
vested witli  savages  thirsting  for  their  blood.    Their  popu- 
lation was  thin,  confined  to  a  few  villages,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  had  as  much  as  they  could  do  to  defend  them- 
selves from  Indian  barbarities,    few  roads  but  bridle  and 
foot-paths,  and  all  attempts  to  convey  informatif)n,  and  all 
calls  for  succor,  tedious  and  slow,  at  the  imminent  hazard 
of  an  ambuscade  or  life.    Self-preservntion  was  the  first 
and  only  law.  It  was  unsafe  to  go  into  a  neighbour's  house, 
M  itiiout  a  niuslcet,  much  more  into  the  field.    Tlieir  houses 
were  within  the  rude  walls  of  a  picketed  fort — and  almost 
tiie  only  communication  between  them  was  by  means  of 
|)assagC3  under  ground  from  cellar  to  cellar.    Sentinels  al- 
ways guarded  their  houses  by  night.    It  was  a  state  of  con- 
tinual jeopardy,  and  in  the  country  of  an  implacable  and 
vindictive  savage  foe.    No  succors  could  be  received  from 
government.    Every  thing  depended  upon  individual  exer- 
tion.   Such  was  the  situation  of  our  fatiiers  in  this  town  on 
the  eventful  morning  of  the  'iOth  of  February,  old  style. 
1701.    Among  the  sufferers,  and  one  who  drank  deeply  of 
the  bitter  cup  of  atlliction,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  who 
wrote  a  most  interesting  account  of  the  affair  in  a  work 
vmtitlod,  "The  Redeemed  Captive  returning  to  Zion,  or  a 
faithful  history  of  remarkable  occurrences  in  the  captivity 
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and  deliverance  of  Mr.  John  Williams,  Minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  Decrficld,  who  in  ihe  desolation  which  bcfcl  that 
plantation  by  an  incursion  of  French  and  Indian.",  was  by 
them  curried  away  with  his  family  and  liio  neighborhood 
into  Canada.  Drawn  up  by  himself"  The  work  is  dedi- 
cated to  His  E.xcellcncy,  Joseph  Dtdlcy,  Esq.  Governor 
of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England, 
March  3d,  170G — 7,  the  efficient  agent  for  redeeming  him 
and  his  friends  from  savage  bondage. 

Just  before  break  of  day,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
February,  1 70 1,  the  town  was  attacked  by  surprise,  by  two 
hundred  French,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two  Indians 
from  Canada,  under  the  command  of  Miijor  Hertel  Do 
Rouville,  aided  by  two  brollicrs.  At  the  time  the  attack 
was  made  the  snow  was  four  feet  deep  upon  the  ground. — 
The  crust  Avas  sutTicicnlly  liard  to  bear  the  weight  of  men. 
At  this  time  tiicrc  was  not  a  single  settlement  on  the  west 
side  of  tiic  river  between  Decrficld  and  St.  Johns  in  Can- 
ada. The  attack  was  entirely  unlooked  for,  and  not  guarded 
against.  The  sentinel  was  unfaitliful,  and  had  retired  to 
rest.  But  few  troops  were  stationed  here  at  the  time. — 
Some  parts  of  tlic  town  were  dcfcndtd  by  high  pickets, 
which  extended  round  several  acres,  including  many  parts 
of  the  street.  These  were  called  the  forts,  but  some  of  the 
dwellins  houses  were  calculated  for  defence,  and  were  built 
in  the  form  of  block-houses,  wilii  the  walls  filled  with  bricks, 
and  considered  proof  against  musket  balls.  The  snow  was 
drifted  against  the  pickets,  and  tlic  enemy  entered  in  a  body 
without  ditficulty.  In  detached  parties  they  broke  open 
houses,  and  murdered  the  unsuspecting  inhabitants  in  their 
sleep.  Fortunate  indeed  were  those  who  escaped.  The 
tomahawk  and  war-whoop  were  the  precursors  of  death. 
A  large  party  of  Indians,  as  described  by  Mr.  Williams, 
broke  open  his  house  which  stood  within  the  walls  of  the 
fort.  He  was  in  a  profound  sleep.  The  yells  of  the  savages 
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nwakencd  him.    He  sprang  from  his  bed  and  running  to- 
wards tiic  door  he  perceived  tlio  enemy  cntcrmg  into  lii^ 
house.     He  called  to  awaken  two  soldiers  who  slept  in  the 
chamber  above.    Ueliirning  he  siiatclicd  a  pi«tol  from  his 
hcd-tcstor,  presented  it  toward  I  lie  f'orenio.st  Indian  and 
snapped  it.    It  fortunately  missed  fire,  or  he  probably  would 
have  been  murdered.     I  Ic  now  c\i)octefi  to  l)c  immediatolv 
butchered,  but  his  fortitude  did  not  for.^ake  him.   The  words 
of  Isaiali  xxxviii.  10,  I  I,  occurred  to  him:  — "  I  said  in  tiie 
cutting  olTof  my  days,  I  shall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grave: 
I  atn  deprived  of  the  residue  of  my  year.^^.     I  said  I  shall 
not  sec  the  l>nrd,.  even  the  Lord  in  the  hind  of  the  living: 
t  shall  behold  man  no  more,  uitli  the  iniiahitnnts  of  the 
\^orld."    The  leader  of  the  Indian.^  who  took  him  was  a 
Captiiln,  «  ho  was  killed  shortly  after  hy  a  shot  from  a  ricigli- 
lionni;  house.    His  house  was  now  rilled  of  every  valuable 
article,  and  two  infant  children  and  a  black  domestic  were 
lahiiinanlv  murdered.     His  wife  who  was  just  recovering 
Ironi  the  bed  of  coiilinenieni,  and  live  cliildren  were  taken 
prisoners.   'J'hey  then  ga\  e  iiiin  liberty  to  put  on  his  clothes, 
l;eepin:T  "no  arm  bomid  till  lie  |)nt  tlifin  on  the  other,  and 
then  ciiari'^rd  the  cord  till  lie  iiad  dressed  iiiinsell',  and  then 
[.iaioncd  him  a;;ain.    'I'licy  also  gave  the  same  liberty  t  i 
Ins  wife  and  children.     .\t  this  time  a  Capt.  Stoddard,  who 
slept  in  the  house  that  night,  jumped  from  the  chamber 
windows,  while  the  Indians  wcr*.  rilling  tiic  house  and  se- 
curing their  prisoners,  and  escaped  across  Decrrteld  river, 
where  tearing  his  cloak  whieli  he  had  taken  with  him  in 
pieces,  he  bound  the  shreds  round  his  feet  and  reached 
Hatfield  greatly  exhausted.    Ujjon  Mr.  \\'illiams'  leaving 
the  town,  they  burnt  his  house  and  barn.   The  old  house, 
which  is  still  standing,  was  attacked  with  fury.    This  was 
the  largest,  strongest,  and  best  in  the  village.    The  door 
was  filled  with  nails  and  firmly  bolted,  and  it  resisted  their 
efforts.    They  then  cut  the  hole  in  it  which  is  still  to  be 
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bcen.  Tlirough  this  hole  they  pointed  their  guns,  and  killed 
the  wife  of  Capt.  John  Sheldon,  the  owner  of  the  house,  who 
was  dressing  herself  in  her  bed,  in  the  corner  of  anadjoin- 
ng  room.  This  house  is  the  pride  of  our  village,  as  it  re- 
calls recollections  pleasing  though  mournful  to  the  soul. 
It  annually  attracts  the  attention  of  many  strangers  of  dis- 
tinction. ]Many  bujict  holes  have  been  found  in  various 
|)?lrts  of  it,  and  in  many  of  these  holes  the  balls  still  remain 
and  arc  to  bo  seen.  The  Indians  fmally  gained  possession 
ijfthe  house,  and  kept  it,  together  with  the  old  meeting- 
house, as  a  depot  for  their  prisoners,  till  they  left  the  town. 

This  attack  was  sudden  and  furious,  and  much  bravery 
was  displayed  in  the  defence;  but  the  means  were  inade- 
(^uate.  Seven  men,  and  a  few  women  defended  a  house  a 
few  rods  from  the  old  one  against  llie  combined  force,  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  engagement,  and  killed  several  of  the 
enemy.  Great  cfTorts  were  made  by  them  to  carry  the  house, 
but  they  were  all  resolutely  defeated.  The  women,  with  the 
intrepidity  of  Amazons  were  busily  engaged  in  casting  bul- 
lets for  the  supply  of  the  defendants.  The  house  unfortu- 
nately took  fire  afler  the  Indians  left  the  town  with  the 
prisoners,  and  was  consumed.  All  resistance  now  ceased; 
all  human  eilbrts  were  imavniling. 

Major  Dc  Rouvilie  collected  the  prisoners  and  plundered 
and  burnt  the  principal  part  of  the  houses,  and  commenced 
his  march  with  them  to  Canada,  about  an  hour  after  sun 
rise.  I  shall  not  attcmpi  to  portray  the  horrors  of  that 
dreadful  scene.  Language  is  inadequate  to  convey  the  re- 
alities of  that  heart-rending  transaction,  although  they  have 
been  described  in  letters  of  blood. 

On  the  retreat  with  the  prisoners,  the  enemy  were  at- 
tacked in  the  meadows  by  a  party  of  men  from  Hatfield, 
and  some  others  who  had  received  information  from  some 
of  our  men  who  had  escaped  from  the  massacre  at  the  onset, 
and  a  sharp  contest  ensued,  which  compelled  them  to  retire 
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with  the  loss  of  nine  of  their  party.  This  engagement  was 
near  causing  the  death  of  all  the  captives.  The  bloody 
word  was  given  by  Rouville  to  tomahawk  all  the  prisoners, 
but  the  messenger  was  killed  before  he  conveyed  his  or- 
ders, and  the  French  commander  soon  countermanded 
them. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taken  in  this  memorable  and 
bloody  action,  was  one  hundred  and  twelve,  including  three 
Frenchmen,  who  resided  here.  The  number  of  killed  was 
forty  seven  whoso  bodies  were  deposited  at  the  south  side 
of  our  old  burying-yard.  (Sec  Note  A.  in  the  Appendix.) 
The  enemy  lost  about  the  same  number.  In  April  1703 — ^4, 
after  this  action,  the  town  of  Deerfield  contained  about  Q80 
inhabitants. 

It  has  been  said  that  if  the  Indians  had  failed  in  their  first 
attempt  to  carry  the  fort,  they  would  have  been  compelled 
to  have  surrendered  their  whole  army  at  discretion,  for  their 
stock  of  provisions  was  entirely  e.xhausted,  and  to  return 
would  have  been  certain  destruction,  as  there  was  no  set- 
tlement until  they  reached  Canada. 

Gen.  Hoyt  observes: — "  Soon  after  the  action  in  the 
meadows,  Rouville  commenced  his  march  to  Canada.  Most 
gloomy  was  the  prospect  of  the  captives;  many  were  women  ; 
these  under  circumstances  requiring  the  most  tender  treat- 
ment; some,  young  children,  whose  tender  frames  could 
not  sustain  the  fatigues  of  a  day;  others,  infants,  who;\crc 
to  be  carried  in  the  arms  of  their  parents,  left  on  the  snow, 
or  knocked  on  the  head  with  the  tomahawk;  and  several 
of  the  adult  males  were  badly  wounded.  Under  lliese  mel- 
ancholy forebodings,  others,  no  less  appalling  presented. 
The  distance  te  Canada  was  not  much  less  than  three  hun- 
dred miles  through  a  country  wild  and  waste;  the  ground 
deeply  covered  with  snow;  the  weather  cold  and  inclement, 
and  what  appeared  impossible  to  surmount,  provisions  were 
|Q  be  procured  on  the  route.    At  the  commencement  of  iho 
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marcli  tlic  murder  of  an  liilant  u  as  ri  |)rchule  to  llic  Ijarbari- 
tit'Stliat  weic  to  be  expected  Iroiii  tlie  blood-tliirsty  Indians. 

'I'lie  prisoners,  with  Mr.  W  illiams,  were  taken  over  llic 
liver  to  the  west  mountain  where  they  were  all  assembled 
l  )  the  number  ot"  one  hundred,  nineteen  ot  whom  were 
al'terwards  murdered  on  the  journey,  and  two  starved  to 
death  in  a  tune  of  scarcitv  of  |irovisi(ins  iimonf;  the  savaf^es. 
at  u  place  called  Coos,  near  Newbiuy  in  \  ermont.  Then 
own  shoes  were  now  taUen  away,  and  Indian  ones  t;i\ (  i\ 
them  instead,  they  being  considered  easier  to  travel  ui. 


CH.ArTHR  111. 

Donlh  of  .Mr.  Willinnii'  u  llr.— SiifTi-i  Iml;'  i.f  lli''   I'li-onrrs  mi  llio  roiirc- 
lln  ci\i'.;li  llir  w  ilili'nirs 

Afti-.r  this  they  went  up  the  mountain  wc.-t  of  the  river, 
wlicre  tlicy  could  behold  the  .•^mouldering  ruins  of  I  )eerlield , 
and  hcfore  they  proceeded  any  farther  they  killed  an  in- 
fant of  one  ol  the  (  a]>li\es. 

The  iiist  day's  travel  was  tedious  and  slow.  The  savages 
had  so  much  cumpassi.iii  upon  the  children  of  the  prisoner.s 
as  well  as  upon  their  own  womuled  as  to  carry  them  upon 
their  shoulders  thirty  miles  to  C'oiinei:ticut  river,  probabis 
above  Rrattlebi>rougli,  in  \'ermoiit.  'I'liey  also  carried  the 
children  that  were  incapable  of  travelling  in  their  arni.s 
and  upon  their  shoulders.  On  the  first  night  they  dug  away 
the  snow,  and  made  wigw  ams,  and  formed  their  beds  ol  the 
small  branches  of  the  si)ruce  tree.  They  here  fed  the  pris- 
oners who  had  but  little  appetite  after  the  appalling  scenes 
tlicy  had  just  jtassed  through.  Mr.  Williams  was  pinioned 
and  bound  down  that  night,  and  every  succeeding  one  thai 
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he  remained  in  the  army.  Some  of  the  Indians  who  brought 
ardent  spirits  with  them  from  the  town,  became  into.xicatcd, 
and  in  their  fury  they  killed  his  negro  man,  which  was  the 
only  dead  person  he  saw  cither  in  Deerfield  or  on  the  jour- 
ney. On  this  night  one  of  the  prisoners  escaped.  Mr. 
^Vi!liam3  was  sent  for  in  the  morning,  and  commanded  by 
the  general  to  tell  the  prisoners  that  if  any  more  of  them 
escaped  fhoy  would  burn  the  rest  of  tliem  to  death.  His 
lirst  master  was  unwilling  to  have  him  speak  to  any  of  the 
prisoners  on  their  march.  On  the  second  day,  however. 
he  was  put  into  the  hands  ol'  another  master,  who  allowed 
him  to  speak  to  his  wife  when  he  overtook  her,  and  to  w  alk 
\vith  her  and  assist  her  in  tlic  journey.  He  comforted  her 
with  the  assurance  that  they  had  a  right  to  "an  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  hcaven.s,  and  God  for  their 
lather  and  friend,"  and  also  told  her  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  submit  to  the  will  of  Tiod  with  resignation.  His  wife  now 
told  him  that  her  strength  began  to  fail,  and  that  he  must 
soon  expect  to  part  with  her,  but  she  ho|)cd  that  God  would 
|)reservc  his  life,  and  the  life  of  his  children,  whom  under 
(iod,  she  commended  to  his  care.  In  suitable  language 
she  justified  God  in  what  had  happened,  and  spoke  not  a 
murmuring  w  ord  as  to  what  had  befallen  them.  The  enemy 
soon  made  a  halt,  and  his  principal  surviving  master  place  » 
iiini  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  prisoners,  and  re-com- 
menced their  march.  Here  he  bade  adieu  forever  to  the 
dear  wife  of  his  bosom,  the  "  desire  of  his  eyes,"  and  the 
companion  of  his  many  joys  and  sorrows.  Upon  their  sep- 
aration they  commended  themselves  to  their  Maker,  and 
besought  that  grace  of  Him  which  would  be  suflieient  to 
sustain  them  under  the  allotments  of  his  Providence.  After 
their  separation,  she  spent  the  few  remaining  moments  of 
her  pilgrimage,  as  she  had  always  been  wont  daily  to  do,  in 
reading  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  it  seems  the  savages 
had  allowed  her  to  take  with  her.  She  had  always  been  in 
4* 
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Iho  habit  of  rcadinf;  her  Bihle,  of  prayer  and  medilation 
in  hcv  closet  everyday,  in  addition  to  llie  services  of  family 
worship. 

Mr.  Williams  and  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  made 
to  wade  over  a  small  river,  in  which  the  water  was  above 
knee  dcr|)  and  very  swill.  'I'his  was  (irecn  river,  about  five 
miles  north-west  of  tlie  present  village  of  (ireenlield,  at  a 
place  called  Country  Farms,  near  the  dixidinj,'  line  between 
(ircenfield  and  Leydon.  Alk-r  that  he  had  to  travel  up  a 
small  mountain,  and  his  streiifrth  was  nearly  exhausted  be- 
fore he  came  to  the  top  oCit.  He  was  now  |)rrmitted  to  bit 
down,  and  to  have  his  pack  taken  froin  his  i>ack.  W'liilo 
he  sat  here  pitying  those  who  were  behind,  he  inlrcated  his 
master  to  let  him  i^o  and  iiol|>  his  w  ife.  He  inhumanly  re- 
fused him,  and  would  nol  let  Intn  move  a  foot  from  him.  lie 
inquired  of  tiic  |)risoneis  as  they  passed,  concerniti';  lier. 
and  they  informed  him  that  in  passing  the  river  she  was 
overpowered  by  the  stream,  and  plunged  headlong  into  (he 
water.  She  was  not  able  to  travel  far  after  'liis.  She  had 
just  arisen  from  a  bed  of  sickness.  ,Al  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain which  Mr.  Williams  had  ju^t  ascended,  the  inhuman 
and  blood-thirsty  Indian,  who  had  the  care  of  lier,  slew  iicr 
with  Iiis  tomahawk  at  ai)low.  This  news  was  truly  lieai  t- 
rending  to  him,  and  yet  tin;  savages  reproached  him  for  a 
want  of  manhood  in  siiedding  tears  on  account  of  her  cruel 
murder.  Nothing  but  the  belief  tluit  she  was  taken  awa. 
in  rnercy  from  the  evil  to  come,  and  "joined  to  the  assem- 
bly of  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  |)erfect,  to  rest  i„  peace 
and  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,"  would  have  kept 
him  and  his  children  from  sinking  in  despair  at  that  time. 
That  passage  of  Scripture,  and  some  others,  came  forcibly 
to  his  mind  at  that  time,  and  atVorded  him  much  consola- 
tion— "  Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb,  and  naked 
shall  I  return  thither.  Tlic  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath 
token  away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
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Shortly  after  this  her  body  was  found  by  a  party  of  men 
from  Deerfield,  brought  back  and  buried  in  the  town  bury- 
ing ground,  and  the  grave-stone  containing  the  Ibllowirig 
iiiscri|)tion  is  still  to  be  seen  there.  "  Mere  lyeth  the  body 
of  Mrs.  Kunice  Williatus,  tlic  virtuous  and  desirable  con- 
sort of  the  Rev.  Jolin  Williams,  and  daugliter  of  Rev.  Ele- 
a/.cr  and  Mrs.  Esther  Mather  of  Northampton.  She  was 
born  Aug.  2,  IGtM,  and  fell  by  the  rage  of  the  barbarous 
enemy,  M;irch  J,  17(J.]—  1. — I'rov.  xwi.  '20.  1  f cr  clul'lrcn 
rise  up  and  call  her  blessed."' 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  menticm  the  names  of  the 
children  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  who  were  taken  prisoners 
and  carried  to  Canada  at  the  time  of  the  sacking  of  the 
town.  They  had  in  ail  eleven  children.  Three  died  in  in- 
laricy.  Mis  eldest  son,  IClcazcr  was  absent  at  the  time  of 
the  destruction  of  the  town,  and  conseiiucnily  escaped  the 
horrors  i>f  that  dreadful  scene.  Two  of  their  infant  chil- 
(lr(m  \\ere  murdered  before  the  commencement  ol'  theic 
journey.  Stephen,  Samuel,  and  Warham  were  the  sons, 
and  Esther  and  Eunice  the  daughters  who  were  carried 
captives  to  Canada. 

When  they  were  called  upon  to  resume  their  march,  it 
may  well  be  supposed  that  a  heavier  load  pressed  upon 
.Mr.  Williams' spirits  than  upon  liis  back.  Me  prayed  that 
the  dear  wife  of  his  bosom  might  be  found  by  his  friends 
and  receive  christian  burial,  which  f)rayer,  it  seems  was 
"ranted.  On  this  day's  march  tiie  I udinns  kilk d  asuckintr 
child  and  a  girl  about  eleven  years  of  age.  It  was  a  i.iglit 
of  deep  atlliction  to  him  that  so  many  of  his  flock  should  be 
thus  inhumanly  murdered,  even  at  this  short  period  since 
the  destruction  of  the  town,  and  at  the  prcspect  of  so  many 
more  becoming  the  victims  of  unrelenting  savage  barbarity. 

When  they  came  to  their  place  of  rest  for  the  night,  one 
Indian  sachem,  or  captain,  from  the  eastward  consulted 
with  his  master  about  killing  and  scalping  him.    lie  raised 
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his  prayers  lo  God  and  implored  his  protection  in  this  time 
of  tribulation,  and  afterwards  told  his  master  that  if  ho  in- 
tended to  kill  him,  he  requested  that  he  would  inform  him 
of  it,  assuring  him  at  the  same  time,  after  he  had  solemnly 
promised  to  protect  him,  that  his  death  would  bring  upon 
him  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood.  This  address  had  the  de- 
sired effect,  and  ho  promised  not  to  kill  him.  They  then 
lay  down  and  slept  quietly  under  the  protecting  harnl  of 
God. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2nd  of  March,  they  were  all  called 
before  the  sachems  or  leaders  of  the  jMacquas  and  Indians, 
and  more  equally  distributed  among  them  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  travelling.  J  lis  best  clothing  was  here  taken 
from  him.  Here  some  of  the  prisoners  informed  him  thfvt 
they  thought  their  enemies  were  going  to  burn  him  at  the 
stake,  as  they  had  been  observed  to  ])ull  off  the  bark  from 
several  trees,  and  to  conduct  themselves  in  a  very  singular 
manner.  He  replied  to  them  that  they  could  do  nothini^ 
without  the  permission  of  tiic  .Almighty,  and  that  it  was  his 
opinion  that  he  would  prevent  the  enaction  of  such  enor- 
mities. Several  of  the  captives  were  here  taken  from  their 
former  masters,  and  exchanged  into  the  hands  of  others. 
Ho  was  returned  to  the  two  masters  who  captivated  him  at 
his  house. 

On  the  third  of  March,  being  the  fourth  day  of  their 
journey  they  had  proceeded  no  farther  than  the  upper  part 
of  Brattleborough,  about  thirty  miles  from  1  )eerfield.  I  Icrc 
the  enemy  killed  another  oi  his  neighbors,  a  woman  who 
was  near  the  period  of  travail,  much  ♦'atigued  with  her  jour- 
ney. Here  they  constructed  hand  sleighs  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  wounded,  the  children  and  baggage,  and 
they  were  thus  enabled  to  travel  at  a  greater  rate  than  they 
had  heretofore  done.  There  must  have  been  something  of 
a  thaw  at  this  time,  for  he  travelled  several  hours  in  water 
up  to  his  ankles,  and  towards  night  he  became  as  lame  as 
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if  luH  ankles  had  bocn  sprained,  and  he  did  not  expect  that 
lie  and  several  otlier.s  would  be  ablr  to  hold  out  much  longer. 
He,  however,  commended  himself  to  (jod,  beseeching  him 
to  remove  his  lamci)cs.>5,  and  assist  him  with  his  ciiikircn 
and  nciglibors  in  bearing  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  if  lie 
thouTht  it  best;  if  not,  ho  desired  him  to  be  with  him  in  the 
hour  of  death,  and  that  he  would  provide  tur,  and  sust;iiii 
his  cliildrcn  and  IViunds,  and  bless  tiicm.  In  a  sliort  tiiiio 
he  was  relieved  of  his  lameness  lo  his  great  joy,  and  that 
of  his  friends.  On  tiic  Ith  of  March,  .Saturday,  their  jour- 
iiov  was  severe  and  tedious,  and  four  of  the  women,  became 
so  tired  that  ihcy  were  murdered  by  the  savage  Indians. 

On  the  Saljbalh,  March  Olh,  they  rested  from  their  jour- 
ney at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  which  is  nameil  Williams. 
I'roin  iiiin,  and  lie  was  pe:  iMitted  to  preach  to  the  prisoners. 
The  Indians  requested  then  to  "  sing  them  one  of  Zion's 
.songs,"  and  some  of  them  were  about  reviling  tiicm  because 
they  did  not  sing  as  loud  us  they  did  on  similar  occasions. 
So  long  as  the  Indians  and  .Macquas  iemainc<l  together, 
they  were  allowed  to  preach  and  jiray  with  one  anothc  r, 
and  aniiiKite  and  eneouiagc  cacii  other  in  their  bondage, 
hut  when  they  arrived  at  New  France,  (Canaila)  they  were 
lorbiddoii  to  associate  with  each  other,  or  to  preach  and 
prav  together. 

'rho  next  day  in  the  morniiii^  they  were  alarmed  by  the 
report  .-f  fir(!  arms  and  many  of  the  prisoners  were 
hound.  This  was  occasioned  by  some  of  the  Imhans  shoot- 
ing at  some  wild  geese  which  were  then  migralmg  to  tlie 
northern  lakes.  This  must  have  been  early  in  the  season 
for  their  migrations,  as  they  rarely,  if  ever  leave  the  soutli- 
rrn  elimes  until  iliere  have  been  several  warm  days  in  the 
spring.  By  almost  unerring  instinct  they  seem  lo  know 
the  period  when  the  northern  lakes  arc  unlocked,  and  ihey 
then  resort  to  them  in  thousands.   Aller  the  Indians  under- 
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stood  that  they  were  not  pursued  hy  the  English,  they 
boasted  that  they  would  not  cotnc  out  after  them  as  they 
had  predicted  in  the  inorninLr.  Two  women  who  were  faint 
and  exhausted,  were  this  dav  iimidered. 

The  next  day  a  Mrs.  Mary  lirooks,  a  pious  and  godly 
woman,  came  to  Mr.  Williams'  wigwam  and  informed  him 
that  she  wished  to  bless  God  for  inclining  her  masters  to 
let  her  come  and  bid  him  adieu  forever.  She  had  fallen  on 
the  ice  the  day  before,  by  which  she  injured  herself  so 
much  as  to  produce  a  miscarriage,  so  that  she  was  not  able 
to  travel  far.  She  observed: — "  I  know  they  will  kill  mo 
to  day,"  but  also  lemarkcd  that  God  had  strengthened  her 
for  her  last  encounter  with  death,  and  mentioned  several 
passages  of  scripture  which  presented  themselves  to  her 
mind  for  her  support.  She  said  she  was  not  afraid  of  death, 
as  she  could,  through  the  grace  of  God  cheerfully  submit 
to  his  will.  She  requested  him  to  pray  to  God  that  ho 
would  take  her  to  himself.  She  was  killed  that  day,  accord- 
ing to  her  prediction. 

The  next  day,  March  8th,  the  parties  were  divided  into 
small  companies  at  the  mouth  of  White  river.  Some  of 
them  with  Mr.  Williams  followed  up  this  river  over  the 
Green  mountain.  Another  party  with  one  of  his  children 
took  a  north-eastern  dircoticm  and  folluwed  up  the  Con- 
necticut. This  latter  party  stopped  soiiic  time  at  Coos 
meadows,  which  is  now  in  the  town  of  Newbury  in  Ver- 
mont. They  tarried  here  some  time  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing game,  as  they  were  entirely  out  of  provisions.  Not 
succeeding  to  their  minds  two  of  the  prisoners,  David  Iloit, 
and  Jacob  Hix,  actually  died  from  starvation. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  Mr.  Williams'  master  came 
to  him  with  the  pistol  in  his  hand  which  he  snapped  at  him 
on  the  morning  he  was  taken  prisoner.  I  le  presented  it  to 
his  breast,  and  told  him  he  would  kill  him  with  it,  inas^ 
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much  as  he  had  attempted  to  do  the  same  to  him.  He  was 
not  much  alarmed,  and  the  good  providence  of  God  pro- 
tected him. 

The  next  day,  March  0th,  he  was  allowed  to  pray  with 
that  portion  of  the  prisoners  who  remained  with  them,  and 
they  sang  a  psalm  together.  After  which  ho  was  taken 
from  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  except  two  children,  one  of 
whom,  a  little  girl  of  four  years  of  age,  was  murdered  by  a 
Macqua  the  next  morning,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  snow 
being  so  great,  after  they  left  the  river,  that  he  could  not 
carry  her  and  his  knapsack. 

The  next  Sabbath,  March  I'ith,  all  the  Indians  went  out 
hunting,  except  one  and  a  boy,  who  remained  to  guard  him. 
While  here,  left  to  his  rellections,  his  soul  was  exceedingly 
sorrowful  to  think  that  he  was  sei)aratcd  from  the  congre- 
gation of  his  people  who  were  now  worshipping  in  the  sanc- 
tuary he  had  just  been  forced  to  leave,  und  he  was  almost 
ready  to  sink  under  the  burthen  of  his  aflliction.  But  he 
found  support  in  the  following  passages  of  scripture  which 
presented  themselves  tohisconsideration.  Psalms  cxviii.  17, 
"  I  shall  not  die,  but  live;  and  declare  tlic  works  jf  the 
Lord."  Psal.  xlii.  11.  "Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my 
soul,  and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me.'  Hope  thou 
in  God,  for  I  yet  shall  jiraisc  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my 
counteiiunce  and  my  (jod,"  and  Nehcmiaii  i.  8,  9.  These 
passages  animated  him  to  perseverance  and  hope,  and 
though  his  children  were  Icfl  without  the  guidance  and  di- 
rection of  their  i)arent9,  yet  he  was  led  to  the  belief  that  he 
?;liould  see  them  again  from  tlic  following  passage.  Jcr. 
xlix.  11.  "Leave  thy  fatherless  children,  I  will  preserve 
them  alive  and  let  tliy  widows  trust  in  me."  Nor  were  his 
hopes  without  some  foundation  in  reality.  His  youngest 
daughter,  of  the  age  of  seven  years,  was  carried,  probably 
on  the  backs  of  the  Indians  all  the  way  to  the  end  of  their 
journey,  and  watclied  over  with  great  care  and  tenderness. 
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Mis  youngrst  son,  l)ut  four  years  old,  was  several  times 
wonderfully  preserved  from  deatli.  Although  thev  were 
many  times  exceedingly  fatigued  with  carrying  him  on  their 
backs  or  drawing  him  on  their  sledges  thev  still  spared  him, 
iillhough  tempted  to  kill  hirn  four  several  limes.  He  finally 
reached  Montreal  where  a  French  lady,  taking  compassion 
on  iiim,  purchased  him  of  the  savages.  Mis  son  Samuel 
and  his  oldest  datighter  were  drawn  on  sleighs,  or  sledges, 
when  they  were  unahic  to  travel.  They  sullered  very  nnich 
for  want  of  provisions,  probaldy  near  ("oos  where  I  foit  and 
I)i.\  perished  from  hunger,  and  soon  after  another  [)risoner 
in  that  neighborhood.  Stephen  was  brou^lit  into  Shamblce 
about  eight  months  after\Nar(Is. 

Mr.  Williams'  master  n^turncd  on  the  evening  of  the  Sab- 
bath, and  informed  him  that  ho  had  killed  live  moose.  Tlie 
next  day,  March  l.ith,  they  were  taken  to  the  s|)ot  where 
he  slew  them.  They  tarried  there  three  days,  and  roasted 
and  dried  the  meat  for  their  use  on  the  jourtiev.  1  lis  mas- 
ter here  made  him  a  pair  of  snow-shoes.  As  the  snow  was 
very  deep  and  renderenl  so!)  bv  tha'i\s  it  would  have  been 
very  dill'ictilt  for  him  tf>  trave  l  without  them.  1  lis  pack  be- 
mg  probably  tilled  w  ith  the  meat  of  the  ni  >ose  which  had 
just  been  cured  was  very  In  avy,  notv.  ilh-tanding,  by  the 
aid  of  his  snow-shoes,  he  was  enabled  to  tia\el  twentv-(i\e 
miles  the  first  day  of  a\  earing  them;  and  as  much  farther 
by  the  aflernoon  of  the  next  day,  when  thev  c;iin(;  to  the 
V'rcnch,  or  Onion  river.  1  fe  w  as  here  so  tired  that  it  seemed 
as  if  his  bones  \\  ere  dislocated,  and  hi;  was  not  able  to  travi  I 
\\ith  much  speed.  His  master  took  his  ])ack  frotn  him  and 
drew  his  load  u|)on  the  ice  uptm  a  sledge.  His  feet  were 
fo  very  sore  evcrv  night  that  he  wrung  blood  out  of  his 
stockings  when  he  fiulled  them  off.  And  before  he  wore 
liis  snow-shoes  his  shins  were  very  sore,  being  cut  by  the 
crust  upon  the  snow.  He  procured  some  oak-leaves  upon 
the  river  bank,  and  a[iplied  them  to  the  sores,  which  very 
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soon  henled  them.  His  master,  it  seems,  was  very  kind  to 
him,  and  always  g" ve  him  the  best  he  had  to  eat,  and  through 
the  goodness  of  God  he  never  suffered  for  the  want  of  a 
meal  of  meat  during  his  captivity,  while  many  of  his  chil- 
dren and  neighbours  were  nearly  perishing  with  hunger, 
having  for  many  days  nothing  but  roots  to  cat,  and  these  in 
stinted  measure.  His  master  also  gave  him  part  of  a  bible, 
and  never  disturbed  him  in  reading  it,  or  in  praying  to  his 
God.  The  Indians  were  also  very  good  to  the  other  cap- 
tives in  this  respect,  allowing  them  bibles,  psalm-books,  he. 
to  use  them  as  they  pleased.  After  their  arrival  in  Canada, 
every  art  was  usea  to  deprive  them  of  them.  Their  bibles 
were  taken  from  them  by  the  French  priests,  and  never 
afterwards  given  up  to  them. 

Their  march  on  the  French,  or  Onion  river  was  very 
tedious,  for  fearing  a  thaw  they  travelled  at  a  great  rate. 
His  feet  and  limbs  were  so  bruised  by  walking  on  anow- 
ahoes  that  he  thought  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
continue  his  journey.  One  morning  before  day-light  his 
master  came  to  him,  and  awakened  him  out  of  sleep,  and 
told  him  he  must  arise,  pray  to  God  and  cat  his  breakfast, 
for  they  had  a  great  journey  to  perform  that  day.  After 
prayer  he  arose  from  his  knees,  but  his  feet  were  so  swollen 
and  painful  that  he  could  scarcely  stand  without  holding 
by  the  side  of  his  wigwam.  The  Indians  told  him  he  must 
run  to  day,  but  he  told  them  he  could  not.  His  master 
pointing  to  his  tomahawk,  told  him  he  would  then  plunge  it 
into  his  brnin  and  scalp  hitn.  He  replied  that  he  supposed 
he  would  do  it,  but  he  could  not  travel  fast  on  account  of 
his  bruises.  He  sent  him  away  alone  on  the  ice.  His 
master  soon  overtook  him  and  ordered  him  to  run.  He  told 
him  he  could  not,  and  he  passed  without  farther  notice,  and 
for  some  time  he  scarcely  saw  him  for  the  space  of  an  hour. 
He  travelled  from  before  day-break  till  after  dark,  without 
evqr  stopping  at  noon  to  eat  warm  victuals,  only  eating  on 


44 


REV.  JOHN  WILLIAMS. 


the  way  some  frozen  meat  wliich  he  had  in  his  pocket.  Ho 
conjectured  tliat  he  travelled  that  day  two  of  their  day'a 
journies,  that  is,  as  many  as  forty,  or  forty-five  miles.  He 
found  his  strength  renovated  the  farther  ho  travelled,  and 
he  was  more  able  to  proceed  in  the  afternoon  than  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  day. 

When  they  entered  on  tlic  lake  the  ice  wa.s  very  rough, 
and  it  hurt  his  sore  feet  very  nuich  to  travel  upon  it.  He 
prayed  to  God  that  he  would  provide  for  him  some  method 
of  relief  1  le  iiad  not  travelled  more  than  half  a  mile  before 
there  fell  upon  the  ice  a  moist  ."^now,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  deep  which  rendered  the  walking  much  more  tolerable, 
and  lie  was  enabled  soon  to  overtake  his  master.  They 
then  travelled  about  a  day's  journey  from  the  lake  to  a 
small  party  of  Indians  who  were  there  hunting.  In  their 
peculiar  way  they  were  kind  to  him,  and  gave  him  the  best 
which  their  establishment  aflbrded,  such  as  moose-meat, 
ground  nuts,  and  cranberries,  but  no  bread.  He  had  not 
tasted  of  that  luxury  for  three  weeks.  AAer  tarrying  there 
awhile,  and  being  obliged  to  cut  wood,  and  sun'ering  from 
vermin,  being  compelled  to  wear  the  luusy  old  clothes  of 
soldiers,  which  they  placed  upon  him,  after  having  deprived 
Inm  of  his  own,  to  soil  to  the  Krencii  soldiers,  they  again 
commented  their  march  for  Shamblce.  They  tarried  two 
or  three  days  at  a  branch  of  the  lake,  and  feasted  on  wild- 
geeao,  which  they  killed  tlierc.  Afler  one  more  day 's  travel 
they  came  to  a  river  where  the  ice  was  thawed  out,  and  in 
one  day  made  a  canoe  of  elm-bark.  They  arrived  on  Sat- 
urday about  noon,  probably  March  'JOth,  at  Shamblce,  a 
small  village,  where  there  was  a  garrison  and  fort  manned 
with  French  soldiers. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

rrom  Shamblce  to  Quplx  c. — Arts  of  the  Jenuits. — Mr.  Willinmi)  rrdccnuil 
liy  fiov.  Dc  Vamlreuil. — FiiiHe  some  of  his  cliihireii  and  liuu  an  intirvicw 
with  them. 

SiiAMBLEE  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  Montreal.  Here  he 
received  kind  treatment  from  the  French,  and  a  gentleman 
invited  him  to  his  house,  and  the  hospitalities  of  his  table. 
an<l  at  night  furnished  him  witii  lodgings  upon  a  good  feath- 
er bed,  a  luxury  of  which  he  had  been  deprived  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  even  in  a  climate  which  was  then  almost 
Siberian.  During  the  time  he  tarried  there  all  the  ofFicer.o 
and  inhabitants  treated  him  very  politely,  and  promised  to 
write  to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  and  inform  him  of  his 
passage  down  the  river.  Here  he  saw  a  young  man  and  a 
girl  from  Dccrlield  who  told  him  that  the  greatest  part  of 
the  captives  had  arrived,  and  that  two  of  his  children  were 
at  Montreal.  As  they  were  journeying  along  the  river  to- 
wards Sorel,  ttiey  went  into  a  house  where  they  found  a 
woman  from  Deerfield,  who  had  been  left  there  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  Indian  fort.  The  French  treated  her  kindly,  ai* 
well  as  Mr.  Williams,  and  gave  them  the  best  provisions 
which  the  house  afforded.  She  went  on  board  the  boat  witli 
them  to  go  down  to  the  fort  at  St.  Francois.  At  the  first  in- 
habited house  they  came  to  at  Sorel,  a  French  woman  came 
to  them,  and  requested  them  to  go  her  house.  Upon  enter- 
ing it,  she  took  compassion  upon  them,  and  informed  them 
that  during  the  last  war  she  had  been  a  prisoner  among  the 
Indians,  and  that  she  knew  how  to  feel  for  them  in  their  dis- 
tressed situation.  She  gave  the  Indians  some  food  in  the 
chimney  corner,  but  spread  a  cloth  upon  a  table  for  .Mr 
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Williams  and  his  party,  with  clean  napkins.  This  gave 
the  Indians  great  otrence.  It  certainly  was  an  unwise  stop 
on  the  part  of  the  lady.  The  Ind.ans  hastened  away  and 
would  not  call  at  the  fort.  VVhcne  ver  they  entered  into  the 
French  houses,  they  uniformly  irea'cd  thenri  courteously. 
On  their  arrival  at  titc  river  St.  Francois,  they  found  it  ob- 
structed by  ice.  Upon  entering  the  hout."  of  a  Frenchman, 
ho  gave  them  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  .some  fish  to  carrv  away 
vith  them.  They  passed  down  the  river  till  night,  where 
seven  of  them  feasted  upon  a  fish  called  a  bull-head  or  pout, 
(Silurus  felis?)  and  did  not  eat  the  whole  of  it. 

The  next  morning,  owing  to  the  quantities  of  floating  ice 
in  the  river,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  their  canoe,  and 
travel  by  land.  They  called  at  the  house  of  a  French  officer 
who  took  them  into  a  private  room,  away  from  the  Indians 
and  treated  them  very  courteously.  They  arrived  that  eve- 
ning at  fort  St.  Francois.  There  they  found  several  chil- 
dren who,  the  summer  before,  had  been  captured  at  the 
eastward.  In  their  habits  they  had  become  like  the  Indians, 
and  they  were  very  much  affected  at  their  appearance.  Two 
Jesuits  lived  at  this  fort,  one  of  whom  was  afterwards  made 
a  superior  of  the  Jesuits  at  Quebec.  One  of  them  met 
Mr.  Williams  at  the  gale  and  asked  him  to  go  into  the 
church  and  render  thanks  unto  God  for  preserving  his  life. 
He  told  him  he  could  do  that  in  some  other  place.  When 
the  bell  rang  for  evening  prayers  he  ordered  him  to  go,  but 
he  still  refused.  The  Jesuit  went  to  their  wigwam  and  made 
a  short  prayer,  and  invited  him  to  sup  with  him.  He  justi- 
fied the  Indians  in  their  proceedings  against  the  English, 
relating  some  things  said  to  have  been  done  by  Maj.  Walden 
(Waldron?)  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  He  stated  thitt 
this  was  a  just  retaliation,  and  blamed  the  English  for  com- 
mencing the  war  against  the  Indians,  and  further  stated 
that  they  had  barbarously  and  inhumanly  burnt  and  killed 
many  Indians  both  before  and  during  the  last  winter.  Mr. 
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Williams  replied  to  him  that  the  Indians  had  in  a  mo.st  per- 
fidious manner  murdered  many  of  our  inhabitants  al\er 
having  signed  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  as  to  English  cruelties, 
he  knew  they  were  false,  as  they  never  approved  of  sucii 
acts  of  inhumanity.  The  Jesuit  stated  that  the  cause  of 
the  war  was  an  Englishman's  killing  one  of  Castecn'.'!  rrln- 
tions,  for  in  a  general  council  of  the  nation  it  had  been  de- 
termined not  to  encatTC  in  war  on  either  side  until  thev 
themselves  were  first  encroached  upon,  when  they  would 
all  ei.gago  against  those  who  first  molested  them.  And 
after  Castcen's  kinsman  was  slain,  a  messenger  was  (!c.«- 
patchcd  to  Canada  to  inform  the  IMacquas  and  Indians 
that  -the  English  had  commenced  hostilities.  They  im- 
mediately rallied  their  forces,  and  joined  with  the  French, 
and  proceeded  to  New-England.  On  their  march  thither 
they  were  informed  by  some  eastern  Indians  that  satisfac- 
tion had  been  made  for  that  murder,  by  the  English,  and 
that  peace  had  been  concluded  with  them.  The  Macqua-i 
told  them  that  this  event  had  come  too  late,  that  they  had 
now  come  down  as  they  were  sent  to  attat^k  the  English, 
and  that  they  would  also  attack  them  if  thry  dared,  without 
their  consent  to  make  peace  with  the  English.  He  also 
said  that  a  letter  was  sliewn  them  from  the  Cj'ovcrnor  ol' 
Port  Royal,  which  was  taken  on  board  of  an  English  ship, 
from  the  Queen  of  England  to  the  English  Governor,  stat- 
ing that  she  approved  of  the  design  to  ensnare  and  captivate 
the  Indians  in  a  deceitful  manner.  Being  enraged  at  that 
letter,  they  were  forced,  as  it  were,  to  commence  the  pres- 
ent war.  Mr.  Williams  told  him  that  "the  letter  was  a 
lie,  forged  by  the  French." 

At  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  next  morning,  his  master  or- 
dered him  to  go  to  church,  and  he  refused.  He  thrcr.tcned 
him  and  went  away  in  a  great  passion.  At  noon  the  Jesuit 
fcnl  for  him  to  dine  with  him,  for  he  always  ate  v.'ith  them 
while  he  remained  at  the  fort.    After  dinner  they  told  him 
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that  the  Indians  would  not  allow  any  of  tho  prisoners  to 
remain  in  their  wigwams  while  they  were  at  church;  and 
thoy  informed  him  that  even  force  and  violence  would  be 
resorted  to,  to  compel  them  to  attend  their  meetings,  if  they 
would  not  go  without.  Mr.  Williams  in  a  truly  liberal  spirit 
replied  that  it  would  bo  unjust  and  unreasonable  in  the  ex- 
treme to  force  them  to  be  present  at  a  service  which  they 
abhorred,  and  which  in  his  opinion,  was  altogether  unbe- 
coming the  letter  and  spirit  of  Christianity.  They  observed 
that  they  were  savages  and  would  not  be  crossed  in  their 
determinations,  nor  would  they  listen  to  reason,  and  stated 
that  if  they  were  in  New-England,  they  would  attend  our 
churches  and  witness  our  modes  of  worship.  They  also 
observed  that  the  Indians  were  determined  to  have  him 
attend  their  church,  and  would  not  be  pacified  without  ho 
complied. 

At  the  next  Mass  his  master  ordered  him  to  go  to  church, 
and  upon  his  objecting,  he  seized  him  by  his  head  and  shoul- 
ders, and  forced  him  from  tho  wigwam  to  tho  church,  which 
was  close  by.  He  went  in  and  sat  down  behind  the  door, 
and  instead  of  gospel  order,  ho  beheld  much  discord  and 
confusion.  One  of  the  Jesuits  was  at  the  altar  saying  mass 
in  language  unknown  to  the  savages;  another  between  the 
altar  and  the  door,  singing  and  praying  among  the  Indians 
at  the  same  time,  and  others  were  repeating  their  pater- 
nosters and  Ave  Maria's  from  their  beads.  When  they 
left  the  church  he  smiled  at  their  ceremonies  which  dis- 
pleased them,  for  they  thought  he  derided  their  worship. 
Soon  after  the  Jesuits  asked  him  how  he  liked  their  mode 
of  Tvorship.  He  told  them,  as  in  the  language  of  Christ, 
Mark  viii.  7,  8,  9 — "Howbeit  in  vain  do  they  worship  me,, 
teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men.  For 
laying  aside  tho  commandment  of  God,  ye  hold  the  tradi 
tion  of  men,  as  the  washing  of  pots  and  cups,  and  many 
other  such  like  things  ye  do.    And  he  said  unto  them,  full 
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well  ye  reject  the  commandment  of  God,  that  ye  may  keep 
your  own  tradition."  They  observed  they  were  not  the 
commandments  of  men  but  traditions  of  the  Apostles,  equol 
in  authority  with  the  Bible,  ond  stated  that  he  woula  repent 
his  not  praying  to  the  Virgin  Mary  for  her  intercession  with 
her  Son  for  him,  and  condemned  him  to  hell  for  asserting 
that  the  Scriptures  were  a  perfect  rule  of  faith.  He  told 
them  that  it  was  his  comfort  that  Christ  was  to  bo  his  judge, 
and  not  they,  at  the  great  day. 

Ono  day  a  squaw  named  Rutli,  who  had  been  taken  pris- 
oner in  Philip's  war,  who  had  lived  at  Wcathersfield,  and 
who  could  speak  the  English  langu.nge  tolerably  well,  and 
who  had  formerly  been  at  Mr.  Williams'  ho'isc,  being  now 
a  convert  to  the  Romish  faith ,  came  to  his  wigwam  with  licr 
English  maid,  dressed  in  the  Indian  manner.  This  maid 
was  taken  in  the  last  war,  but  was  unable  to  speak  a  word 
of  the  English  language,  nor  could  she  tell  her  own  name, 
nor  the  name  of  the  place  where  she  was  captivated.  These 
women  had  a  long  conversation  with  his  master  in  the  In- 
dian language.  He  soon  after  ordered  him  to  cross  himself. 
He  told  him  he  would  not,  and  persisted  in  it,  though  com- 
manded several  times.  Ruth  was  quite  indignant  to  think 
he  would  not  obey  his  master,  referring  to  that  text  of 
scripture  which  says: — "Servants,  obey  your  masters." 
He  replied  that  he  should  not  disobey  God  for  the  sake  of 
obeying  any  earthly  master.  This  was  interpreted  by  her  to 
his  master,  who  took  hold  of  Mr.  Williams'  hand  and  forced 
him  to  cross  himself,  but  he  struggled,  and  would  not  suf- 
fer him  to  guide  his  hand.  He  then  ordered  him  to  kiss  a 
crucifix  which  he  pulled  off  from  his  neck,  but  he  repeat- 
edly refused  to  do  it.  His  master  then  told  him  that  he 
would  knock  his  brains  out  with  his  tomahawk  if  he  refused. 
He  told  him  that  he  should  prefer  death  to  sinning  against 
God.    The  Indian  then  seized  his  tomahawk  and  made  a 
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violent  shew  of  attacking  him  with  it.  iNIr.  Willinms  re- 
mained undaunted,  when  he  threw  down  the  hatchet,  at  thf; 
flame  time  threatening  to  bite  ofl' all  l,is  nails  if  he  still  re- 
Ai-sed.  Ho  gave  him  his  hand  and  told  him  he  mightprocccd. 
He  grasped  his  thumi)  with  violence  between  his  teeth  and 
said:— "No  good  minister,  no  love  God,  ns  bad  as  the 
Devil,"  and  he  let  him  go,  nor  did  he  ever  afterwards  at- 
tempt to  molest  him  in  his  religious  opinions.  He  asked 
permi.ssion  of  the  Jesuit  to  piay  with  the  prisoners  from 
Deerfield,  that  were  with  liim,  but  thry  absolutely  refused 
lum,  and  tried  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  then 
coming  togetiier. 

A  few  days  after  this,  Governor  Dc  Vaudrcuil  despatclied 
two  men  with  letters  to  the  Jesuits,  requesting  them  to  or- 
der Mr.  Williams'  being  sent  to  him  at  Montreal.  Upon 
receiving  this  request,  one  of  the  Jesuits  with  his  two  mas- 
ters, took  him,  with  two  others  from  Deerfield,  a  man  and 
his  daughter,  seven  years  of  age,  along  with  them.  Upon 
their  arrival  at  the  lake,  the  wind  was  very  boisterou.'!. 
and  they  were  afraid  to  go  over,  and  said  they  would  waif 
and  see  whether  it  would  lull,  or  change.    Mr.  Williams 
went  into  the  woods,  and  offered  up  a  petition  to  God,  that 
the  winds  might  be  propitious,  and  that  he  might  be  ena- 
bled soon  to  sec  his  children  and  neighbors,  and  learn 
something  concerning  their  situation.    On  his  return  the 
winds  were  more  boisterous,  and  so  a  second  and  third 
time.    The  Jesuit  and  his  master  advised  them  to  return 
to  the  fort,  for  such  winds  frequently  continued  three  days, 
and  some  times  six.    After  it  had  continued  as  much  as 
six  hours,  he  said  to  them:  —  "The  will  of  the  Lord  be 
done,"  and  they  launched  ^hc  canoe  into  the  river.  This 
was  no  sooner  done  than  the  wind  calmed,  and  by  the  time 
ihcy  got  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  the  gale  had  so  far 
subsided  that  they  were  enabled  afterwards  to  pass  the  lake 


REV.  JOHN  WILLIAMS. 


51 


in  safety.  After  they  had  got  over  the  lake,  wherever  they 
went,  the  French  always  treated  them  with  respect  and 
compassion. 

At  Montreal.  When  he  arrived  at  IMontreal,  on  Tues- 
day, April  25th,  eight  wcck.s  after  he  was  captivated,  Gov- 
ernor De  Vaudrcuil  redeemed  him  from  the  Indians,  gave 
him  good  articles  of  clothing,  of  which  he  was  very  much 
in  need,  fed  him  at  his  own  fable,  and  furnished  him  with 
a  good  chamber.  In  sliort,  he  was  generous,  courteous, 
and  polite  to  him.  He  sent  for  two  of  his  cliildrcn  who  were 
there  in  the  city,  and  promised  to  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power 
towards  redeeming  his  other  chilren  and  neighbors  from  the 
hands  of  the  savages.  His  change  jf  diet  was  such  at  this 
time  as  to  cause  considerable  alteration  in  his  bodil /  appear- 
ance, and  brought  on  a  slight  sickness  for  wiiich  he  was  bled 
and  physicked,  and  treated  with  great  tenderness.  The  Gov- 
ernor also  purchased  his  eldest  daughter  of  the  Indian?. 
She  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  and  carefully  treated  un- 
til she  recovered  from  a  lameness  which  she  contracted  on 
the  journey.  His  youngest  daughter  was  also  redeemed  by 
a  lady  in  the  city  who  purcliased  her  of  the  Indians  as  they 
passed  by.  The  Indians  after  conversing  with  the  priests 
as  they  passed  the  fort,  tried  to  re-purchase  her  of  the  lad  , 
and  offered  her  a  man  for  the  child,  stating  that  the  man 
was  a  weaver  and  might  be  of  service  to  her  in  the  under- 
taking of  the  making  of  cloth,  in  which  she  was  then  about 
engaging,  while  the  child  would  be  unprofilnble  to  her. 
She  would  not  accede  to  their  terms,  which  was  very  for- 
tunate for  Mr.  Williams,  for  had  they  obtained  her,  she 
would  have  remained  among  them  at  the  fort,  as  the  other 
children  did.  Tiie  Governor  instructed  certain  of  his  offi- 
cers to  obtain  the  rest  of  his  children  of  the  Indians,  and  as 
many  of  his  neighbors  as  thev  could.  A  merchant  living  in 
the  city  procured  his  eldest  son  after  about  six  weeks,  and 
took  him  home  to  live  with  him.    He  had  difTicully  in  per- 
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nviading  the  savages  to  part  with  him.     An  Indian,  by  the 
name  of  Sagamore  George,  of  Penacook,  called  upon  him 
from  Coos,  and  informed  him  that  his  .son  Stephen  was  near 
that  place.    Some  money  was  put  into  iiis  hands  to  redeem 
him,  and  a  promise  of  more  if  lie  was  successlul.  He  provc<l 
treacherous  and  unfaithful,  and  he  did  not  see  liis  son  for 
more  than  a  year.     I'lu!  (iovcrnor  commanded  a  priest  to 
accompany  him  to  the  Macquas  to  see  hi.s  youngest  daugh- 
ter Eunice,  an<l  endeavor  to  procure  her  release,    lie  went 
with  him  and  was  very  courteous  to  him,  and  from  his  par- 
ish near  the  lort  of  the  Macquas,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Jesuit,  and  requested  him  to  send  his  child  to  him,  and  also 
to  request  his  master  to  accompany  her.    The  Jesuit  re- 
turned an  answer  lliai  he  should  not  he  permitted  to  see  or 
fspcak  with  hid  child,  and  "  that  the  Marcpias  would  as  soon 
p;irt  with  their  hearts  as  with  his  child."    The  Governor 
was  enraged  when  Mr.  Williams  yhcwcd  him  this  letter, 
and  he  assured  him  that  he  should  both  see  and  speak  with 
lus  child,  and  that  he  would  use  all  his  endeavors  to  redeem 
her.    Ho  accordingly  instructed  the  J(!Ruits  to  use  their 
mfluencc  with  the  liiduins  for  procuring  the  child,  and  in 
a  few  days  accompanied  Mr.  W  illiams  in  person  to  the  fort. 
When  his  child  w;i^  brought  into  the  room  where  he  was, 
he  had  liberty  granted  to  him  to  speak  to  her,  but  to  no 
other  English  person  there.    She  was  about  seven  years  of 
a"-e.    Thcv  conversed  totiether  about  an  hour.    She  re- 
membcred  her  catechism,  and  had  not  forgotten  how  to 
read.   She  was  very  an.xious  to  be  icdeemed  from  the  Mac- 
quas, and  was  unhappy  in  her  captivity.    .She  moaned  over 
the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  stating  that  she  thought  a 
few  days  before  they  were  mocking  the  devil,  and  one  of 
the  Jesuits  stood  watching  them.    Her  father  told  her  that 
she  must  pray  to  God  to  direct  her.    She  said  :'iat  she  did 
as  far  as  she  knew  how,  and  that  God  assisted  her,  but  she 
observed  they  forced  her  to  pray  in  Latin,  which  she  did  not 
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understand,  and  which  she  hoped  would  do  her  no  harm. 
He  told  her  that  she  must  not  forget  her  catechism,  and 
those  portions  of  Scripture  which  she  had  learnt.  Some 
of  the  prisoners  afterwards  informed  him  that  she  told  them 
that  she  remembered  almost  every  word  he  said  to  her,  and 
that  she  was  very  fearful  that  she  should  forget  her  cate- 
chism, having  no  one  to  instruct  her.    A  few  days  after 
this  he  saw  her  for  a  few  moments  in  the  city,  and  gave  her 
the  best  advice  he  could.    The  Governor  used  every  effort 
to  redeem  her  for  him,  and  at  one  time  he  had  the  ])romise 
of  her  if  he  would  procure  for  them  an  Indian  girl  in  her 
stead.    He  sent  several  hundred  miles  and  procured  one, 
but  the  Indians  would  not  adhere  to  their  bargain.   He  also 
oflcrcd  them  one  hundred  pieces  of  eight  for  her  release. 
Still  they  refused  to  give  her  up.  The  Governor's  lady  also 
visited  them,  and  used  all  the  arts  she  was  mistress  of  to 
mducc  them  to  part  with  her,  but  all  in  vain.    At  the  time 
.Nlr.  Williams  was  redeemed,  she  was  left  among  the  In- 
dians, and  no  money  could  procure  her  redemption.  She 
soon  forgot  the  English  language,  became  an  Indian  in  her 
habits,  married  an  Indian,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Wil- 
liams, and  had  several  children  by  him.    Some  years  after 
this  she  visited  Deerfield  in  her  Indian  dress.     She  at- 
tended meeting  in  her  father's  church  while  here,  and  her 
friends  dressed  her  in  the  English  fashion.   She  indignantly 
threw  ofl'  her  clothes  in  the  afternoon  and  resumed  the  In- 
dian blanket.    Every  effort,  was  used  to  persuade  her  to 
1  avc  the  Indians,  and  remain  among  her  relations,  but  in 
vain.    She  preferred  the  mode  of  life,  and  the  haunts  of 
the  Indians,  to  the  unutterable  grief  of  Mr.  \Villiams  and 
her  friends.* 

Her  descendants  have  frequently  visited  Deerfield  since, 
and  claimed  a  relationship  with  the  family  and  descendants 
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of  Mr.  Williams,  and  been  kindly  treated  by  them.  Mr. 
Eleazer  Williams,  one  of  her  grandsons,  was  educated  at 
Dartmouth  College,  by  the  munificence  of  his  friends,  in 
New-England,  studied  divinity,  and  was  a  short  time  since, 
preaching  at  Green  Bay  on  lake  Michigan. 

As  Mr.  Williams  was  passing  from  the  fort  where  he  had 
just  had  a  conversation  with  his  daughter,  he  saw  some  of 
his  Decrfield  friends,  who  were  very  anxious  to  speak  to 
him,  and  the  Indians  granted  their  request,  but  the  Jesuits 
forced  him  along,  and  only  allowed  him  to  tell  them  in  a 
low  voice,  that  sonic  of  their  relations,  concerning  whom 
they  inquired  were  in  the  city,  and  well. 

On  his  return  to  the  city  he  was  dispirited,  for  he  was  not 
allowed  to  pray,  even  with  the  captives  who  resided  in  the 
same  house,  and  the  prisoners  who  came  to  visit  him,  were 
thrust  back  by  the  guard  at  the  door,  and  not  allowed  to 
speak  to  him.   The  guard  were  so  strict  that  he  was  hardly 
allowed  to  go  out  on  necessary  occasions.    Whenever  he 
went  to  the  city,  a  privilege  which  the  Governor  always 
allowed  him,  when  he  requested  if,  he  was  watched  by 
spies  to  SCO  wliefhcr  he  spoke  to  the  English.    He  told 
some  of  them  that  they  must  recollect  former  instructions, 
and  for  a  while  keep  at  a  greater  distance,  believing  that 
he  should  have  more  liberty  in  a  short  time,  for  conversing 
with  them.    On  a  Sabbath  day  some  spies  observing  more 
than  three  of  them  together,  which  number  they  were  not 
to  exceed,  immediately  informed  the  priest  of  it.  The  next 
day  the  priest  reminded  him  that  he  had  transgressed  their 
orders,  and  told  him  that  ho  had  spoken  disrespectfully 
concerning  their  religion.    He  requested  of  the  Governor 
that  no  forcible  means  might  be  used  with  the  prisoners 
respecting  their  religion,  which  he  by  no  means  allowed  of 
When  he  first  arrived  at  Montreal,  the  Governor  told  him 
that  he  should  be  sent  home  as  soon  as  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Captain  Baltis  was  returned,  and  not  before,  and  that 
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one  day  informed  hun  of  h.s  dc-sire  of  nl-  . 
He  cheerfully  consented,  and    l  eidc 
him  to  (he  door,  when  he  sJZ  "^^ompan.cd 
r        ,  ,  •  ^^^^  ""^  guard  ston  Iiim  ir„ 

rormed  him  that  they  were  ordered  to  do  so  'f  e  f  ^ 
'■'an  angry  voice  a.ssurcd  them  that  iL  ord 

'"s  youngest  clMld,  who  replied  tha,  u  l   n  l  e     ^  ?  "i 
would  bring  if  to  him   but        .      '  "^'^      ^^'^''^^  "  he 

i'ng  that  ,fe  J,7go        :    "  ^:7^ 

llicm  and  SCO  l„»  (»o  children.    Aflcr  dinn.  r  I,, 
ncd  .0  SCO  ,ho..  M  ,„c  ,,„„sc  ,,o  .1  n.      c  „ 

':^:;::::;:c?n."r,rr^ 
...°r;:::nt:r;:::fr 

no  h.ng  ^^^^         ^^^^^  prevented  h 

Jren  from  complying  with  their  modes  of  worship 
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At  tln.s  place  Mr.  WilliaiiiH  noticed  tliul  tlioy  >vcro  vcrjr 
much  elated  at  tiic  return  ol"  (.'apt.  Montining  from  Norlh- 
nmpton  witli  inl'urinution  ol'  tiu;  niiccc-.s  of  tlic  French  and 
Indians  ngainst  Ncw-Cngland.  As  they  had  sent  out  an 
.irniy  of  seven  hundred  men,  two  hundred  of  whom  wcro 
I'Vench,  uccompanicd  by  several  Jesuits,  they  threatened 
that  they  would  destroy  all  tlie  .settlements  on  Connecticut 
river.  As  their  (icneral  was  a  man  of  undaunted  bravery, 
the  superior  of  the  priests  told  Mr.  \Villiams  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  their  efforts  would  be  successful,  and  they  must 
not  flatter  themselves  with  a  very  short  captivity.  Their 

•  iosigns  were  frustrated,  and  the  expedition  proved  ab- 

•  rtivc. 

Mr.  ^VillinITls  was  sent  to  Quebec  with  Gov.  Dc  Ramsey, 
.'f  Montreal,  and  tlic  superior  of  the  .lesuit.",  and  directed 
to  live  witii  one  of  the  council,  from  whom,  during  seven 
weeks,  he  received  many  favors.  He  informed  him  that  it 
was  the  act  of  the  priest  in  sending  liim  here  before  the  ar- 
lival  of  the  (Governor,  and  that  it' he  called  frequently  upon 
li.c  prisoners,  or  they  upon  him,  he  would  certainly  be  sent 

^omc  place  where  he  could  not  hold  converse  with  ihcin. 
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Arrival  at  liucbcc— Governor  Dudley's  fon  arrives  in  Canadn,  and  Irral* 
for  the  ranecMi  of  K„fnc  of  the  prisoners.- Mr.  William"  corrL8|>on.i.  wilk 
h  ',  .on  Samuel  upon  the  fubject  of  his  renouncing  the  Trotcetaut  rcJigioD. 

Aktf.r  Mr.  Williams  came  to  Quebec,  ho  was  treated 
vrry  civilly  by  the  Jesuits  to  his  face,  but  they  reviled  bim 
t  oh'md  his  back,  and  wrote  doggerel  poetry  concerning  him 
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and  h.s  captivity,  which  they  ordered  their  people  to  Iraa- 
latc  into  French,  and  hawk  a!)out  the  streets  'flus  -  nc 
H-n  very  little  trou!,|c  or  uneasinc...  It  mc  rciv  ,hi^i,] 
their  disposition. 

On  a  Sabbatii  day  morning  he  observed  many  si-ns  of 
ram,  such  as  a  great  mist  upon  tlic  stones  and  jnnihs^of  tlu- 
hearth  and  chimney.    On  that  day  he  was  nn  ked  to  .l.nc 
"  «th  the  Jesuits,  and  as  he  was  passing  to  their  house  it 
f'cgan  to  rain.    The  superior  told  him  that  Ihcv  had  that 
morning  been  praying  for  rain,  and  that  their  pravers  m.  tc 
now  heard.     In  the  afternoon  tlierc  was  a  general  proces- 
sion ol  Jesuits,  priests,  friars,  and  common  people  carn- 
mg  in  great  pomp,  what  they  called  a  holv  relic,  one  of  the 
bones  of  St.  Panl.    On  his  visiting  the  superior  the  next 
day  at  dinner,  they  boasted  of  the  plentiful  rain  which  M- 
lowcd  their  procession.    He  gives  numerous  other  instai.ees 
of  their  absurd  superstition.  The  .Jesuits  told  him  that  it  uav 
a  wonderful  act  of  mercy  that  so  many  nf  their  children  were 
brought  to  them,  inasmuch  as  they  were  not  speedily  to  he 
redeemed,  they  were  in  hopes  that  thev  should  be  able  i., 
bring  them  over  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.    Those  chil- 
dren of  the  English  who  were  born  among  them,  tliev  would 
baptize  without  the  consent  of  their  parents.    A  Jesuit 
asked  him  whether  all  the  prisoners  at  Eorct,  nearQueber 
were  bupti/.ed,  and  upon  his  informing  him  that  tlicy  were 
he  said  that  he  intcmlcd  to  haplizc  them,  fcarm-  that  tl:e> 
might  die  and  be  damned,  fur  the  want  of  bnptiswn,  and  he 
farther  said  that  when  the  expedition  set  out  againlt  Deer- 
field,  he  directed  them  to  baptize  all  the  children  beforo 
they  killed  them,  so  eager  was  his  desire  to  have  them  sa,  ed 
from  eternal  perdition,  although  they  were  his  enemies. 

He  was  invited  one  day  to  dine  with  a  person  of  con^e- 
fiucncc,  when  it  was  proposed  to  him  that  if  he  would 
among  them  and  embrace  their  religion,  they  would  pr.,'- 
curc  for  him  annually  a  great  and  honorable  pension  from 
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the  kini;,  and  thnt  Itis  children  niiglit  all  remain  with  him, 
and  have  an  honorable  maintenance,  lie  spurned  at  the 
proposal. 

At  Chatcauviche,  fifteen  miles  below  Quebec,  he  met  a 
gentleman,  who  in  the  presence  of  an  old  Bishop  and  a 
priest,  oflcrcd  him  his  house  and  whole  living,  with  liigh 
assurances  of  dignity  and  honor  if  he  would  embrace  their 
religion.  He  told  them  that  "he  had  an  indignation  of 
soul  against  such  offers  on  such  terms  as  parting  with  what 
was  more  valuable  than  all  the  world."  He  was  often  told 
that  he  might  have  all  his  children,  if  he  would  comply,  and 
tliat  he  could  never  have  tl\cm  on  any  other  terms.  He  was 
still  resolute  and  determined  not  to  deny  what  he  believed 
to  be  Christ  and  his  truths,  even  for  his  children,  although 
they  were  dearer  to  him  than  every  thing  else  on  earth. 

On  the  '21th  of  October,  1701,  he  received  letters  from 
New-England,  giving  him  an  account  of  the  inhabitants 
who  had  escaped  the  massacre  at  the  .sacking  of  the  town  of 
Deerficld,  and  stating  that  the  remains  of  his  beloved  wife 
were  found  and  decently  interred,  and  that  his  eldest  son, 
Eleazer,  was  charitably  provided  with  funds,  and  had  en- 
tered Harvard  College.  This  wns  indeed  joyful  news  to 
one  who  had  been  absent  and  a  prisoner  among  barbarians 
for  six  montlis,  and  had  not  once  heard  from  home  before, 
and  drew  forth  prayers  and  thanksgiving  to  (jod.  This  was 
mdced  a  consolation,  but  one  in  the  midst  of  alllictions,  for 
tlie  fact  that  such  crafty  means  wcie  resorted  to,  for  the 
purpose  of  inveigling  yoting  people  into  the  meshes  of 
Ilomish  superstition  was  extremely  trying  to  his  feelings. 
Sometimes  they  woiild  tell  him  that  his  children  and  hi.s 
neighbors  had  become  catholics.  Some  were  wrought  upon 
by  flatteries  and  promises,  and  some  by  threatening  and 
abuse  to  bring  them  to  their  faith.  Some  they  managed  to 
have  them  marry  among  them.  All  these  things  operated 
powerfully  upon  his  mind,  and  in  his  solitary  musings,  ho 
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drew  up  a  little  poem  entitled :  —  Some  Kcllcctions  ofilic 
poor  and  desolate  state  of  the  Cinirch  in  Decrdcki."  'I'hisi 
poem  may  be  found  in  the  Redeemed  C'nplisc,  and  is  nut 
without  merit. 

Some  ol'  the  prisoners  weic  at  liu^^  time  dibhcaitcncu. 
atid  thought  they  were  forgotten  by  tliiir  Cricnd.j.  1  fc  en- 
deavored to  persuade  them  liiat  tiiis  \\as  i\>it  tiic  rate,  bvu 
that  many  prayers  were  continually  ascending  to  l;ca\  cn  loi 
them.  Soon  after  this,  k'ttcr.s  wcic  recei\cd  Irom  (lie  Liu\- 
crnr)r  of  Massachu^etl.^,  by  the  (iovernor  of  Canada,  re- 
lating to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  by  ilic  huii'ls  of  (.'aptaiii 
[>iving£ton  anil  Mr.  Sheldon,  wliicli  greatly  revived  then 
♦Irooping  spirits.  Tlieyc  freiiucnt  nrgociatioiis  between 
New-England  and  Canada,  encouraged  the  capti\cs,  ami. 
in  some  measuio  iVustrated  the  dcsigp.s  of  the  pa[)ists  la 
making  proselytes.  I'ut  llie  time  of  tlieir  (h^livciance 
not  yet  arrivcil,  and  the  trials  of  sonic  iif  ihc  p;  isdnei  u  w  (  .  »• 
oven  increased,  n;id  some  ot'theiii  were  gioully  abu.-:ed  Le- 
cause  they  would  not  comply  \\\\h  their  sinjcr.'^tilious  ei  ie- 
moiiics.  A  young  woman  from  i  )eciiield  w  u>  ill^:ultcd  l.y 
a  [''renclitnan  v.ho  came  into  the  room  whe  re  she  wa<,  ami 
thrust  his  beads  into  her  face.  She  knoeked  tlien>  oi:t  "I 
liis  hands,  for  which  she  was  sevcrcl)'  castig;',ted,  thi catenec! 
with  death,  and  imprisoned  fur  several  du)  s. 

Mr.  Williams  now  implored  Captain  l)eau\ille,  who  hml 
ever  been  particularly  friendly  to  liim,  to  use  his  clllnis 
with  the  Covernor  for  the  restoration  of  his  eldest  daughter, 
and  for  the  |)urchase  of  his  son  Ste|)hen  from  tlie  Iiuiianx 
at  the  fort  of  St.  Francois,  and  ibr  the  privilege  of  goia:; 
to  sec  his  children  and  neighbors  at  Monti cal.  I)i\iiii" 
providence  interposed  in  tlieir  bchalt",  and  five  of  the  pi  i-  - 
oners,  among  whom  were  his  eldest  daughter,  were  re- 
deemed and  sent  home  to  Dcerlield  with  Capt.  Livingstvui. 
and  Itiu  son  Stephen  was  also  redeemed  and  sent  to  rcsuit^ 
with  him.    When  he  arrived,  he  was  almost  naked,  an. 
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very  much  cmacialcd,  having  suflorcd  greatly  among  the 
Indians.  One  of  the  Jesuits  was  in  the  habit  of  going  to 
his  wigwam,  and  whipping  liim  on  account  of  the  complaint 
which  two  squaws  had  entered  against  him  that  he  did  not 
work  enough  for  them.  His  petition  for  visiting  his  chil- 
dren at  Montreal  was  denied,  as  was  also  a  former  request 
of  visiting  the  city  before  the  arrival  of  Capl.  Livingston. 
He  was,  however,  much  gratified  in  having  one  of  his  chil- 
dren with  him  for  the  space  of  four  months,  and  the  prison- 
ers were  much  encouraged  with  the  hope  that  the  treatice 
between  the  governments  would  eventuate  in  their  deliver- 
ance. In  the  monUi  of  August,  .Mr.  Dudley  and  Captain 
Vetch  arrived  with  animating  prospects  that  an  exchange 
uf  prisoners  might  be  expected  in  the  spring.  A  few  of  them 
were  sent  home  by  them,  and  among  the  rest  was  his  son 
Stephen. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Dudley  and  Capt.  Vetch,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  permitted  to  go  to  Quebec,  but  disputing  with  a 
mendicant  friar,  who  had  just  arrived  at  Canada,  as  he 
aaid,  for  the  purpose  of  converting  the  English  at  Quebec, 
he  was,  through  the  interference  of  the  priests,  ordered  to 
return  to  Chateauviche,  for  no  other  reason  than  that  ho 
had  conversed  with  that  priest,  and  a  fear  that  he  might 
thwart  him  in  his  designs  among  the  prisoners.  But  he  says 
that  God  punished  them  for  their  persecutions,  for  on  the 
next  day,  October  Ist,  iheir  seminary,  a  fmc  building,  was 
burnt  down  inconsequence  of  the  workmen  dropping  a  coal 
of  fire  among  the  shavings,  together  with  the  library,  tho 
chopel,  8tc.   This  seminary,  and  anotlier  library,  had  been 
burnt  previously,  about  three  years  before. 

Just  before  the  a/rival  of  Mr.  Dudley,  a  soldier  came  to 
his  place  of  residence,  barefooted,  and  bare  legged,  who 
had  just  commenced  a  pilgrimage  to  St.  Anne.  The  soldier 
told  Mr.  Williams  that  his  Captain,  who  had  been  dead 
several  years,  made  his  appearance  to  him,  and  told  him  h» 
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was  in  purgatory,  and  that  he  must  go  to  St.  Anne  on  a 
pilgrimage,  and  procure  a  mass  to  be  said  for  him,  and  that 
he  should  then  be  restored.  Many  people  believed  tliis 
story,  and  tried  to  convince  Mr.  Williams  of  the  truth  of  it. 
The  priests  advised  the  soldier  to  go  and  call  on  him  on  the 
way.  He  laughed  at  the  folly  of  sending  him  on  such  an 
errand,  and  they  were  very  much  ofTcndcd  with  him.  It 
appears,  however,  that  several,  even  among  the  French 
themselves,  had  little  faith  in  the  soldier's  conversion,  and 
he  heard  but  little  more  about  getting  the  Captain  out  of 
purgatory. 

One  of  the  people  where  he  lived  stated  to  him,  that  in 
July,  1705,  while  he  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  mendicant 
friars  at  Quebec  in  honor  of  one  of  the  great  saints,  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  near  two  hundred  people  being  pres- 
ent, a  great  grey  cat  burst  through  the  window,  entered  the 
church,  passed  along  the  altar,  and  put  out  five  or  si.\  burn- 
ing candles,  and  nobody  could  tell  how  the  cat  went  out. 
and  he  thought  it  was  the  devil. 

When  he  was  at  the  city  of  Quebec  in  September,  ho 
saw  two  English  maids,  who  had  resided  among  the  In- 
dians for  some  time.  They  informed  him  that  an  Indian 
had  died  at  the  place  where  they  had  resided,  and  that 
when  his  relations  had  assembled  to  attend  his  funeral,  the 
dead  Indian  arose  and  told  them,  that  after  he  died  he  went 
to  hell,  and  saw  in  the  bottomless  pit  all  the  Indians  who 
had  died  since  they  embraced  the  catholic  religion,  and  he 
advised  those  who  were  present  to  abandon  that  system  of 
religion  or  they  would  be  damned  likewise,  and  then  imme- 
diately laid  down  again  a  b'  eathlcss  corpse.  At  this  the 
Indians  were  very  much  alarmed.  But  tho  Jesuits  told 
them  that  this  was  all  a  delusion  of  the  devil,  and  that  he  cer- 
tainly knew  that  all  the  Indians  who  had  been  spoken  of  by 
the  deceased,  were  in  heaven,  with  the  exception  of  an  old 
nquaw  who  died  before  she  was  baptized.    These  maida 
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Btatcd  that  many  of  llic  Indians  regretted  their  linving  made 
war  upon  the  English  at  tlic  instigation  ofthc  French. 

After  Mr.  Dudley's  departure  from  Canada,  the  priests 
were  extremely  active  in  gaining  proselytes  among  the  pris- 
oners, believing  that  the  time  for  so  doing  was  now  short. 
Mr.  Williams,  also  renewed  his  diligence  in  trying  by  let- 
ters to  induce  them  to  remain  firm  in  the  principles  ofthc 
protestant  faith.   But  most  of  his  letters  upon  religious  top- 
ics were  intercepted  and  burnt.    1  le  had  a  letter  from  the 
(Governor  giving  him  liberty  to  write  lo  his  children  and 
friends,  provided  that  he  would  say  nothing  upon  the  de- 
bated subject  of  their  religious  principles,  but  if  he  violated 
these  orders,  they  should  endeavor  to  prevent  his  letters 
bein<r  delivered,' which,  in  many  instances,  was  put  into 
execution.     Sometimes  they  would  inform  the  prisoners 
that  their  letters  wore  burnt,  ulncli  had  this  good  cncct. 
they  believed  they  were  destroyed  because  they  condemned 
the  popish  religion,  and  they  were  the  reby  induced  more 
firmly  to  adhere  to  their  own  system.    Many  ot  the  letters 
which  were  written  to  the  pris<  ncrs  from  New-England 
were  never  delivered  to  them  because  they  contained  ob- 
servations on  the  subject  of  religion.    -Mler  Mr.  Dudley's 
return,  some  were  offered  large  rewards  to  embrace  then- 
religion,  and  some  were  severely  beaten  because  they  would 
not  do  it.  Two  l':ngli3h  women  who  would  not  embrace  theu 
system  were  taken  sick  and  placed  in  the  hospital.     1  ho 
priests  remained  with  them  continually  day  and  night  until 
they  died,  and  would  not  allow  their  iViends  to  visit  them. 
AUer  their  death  they  stated  that  they  had  embraced  the 
Komish  faith,  and  were  admitted  to  their  communion.  Mass- 
es were  said  for  them  before  their  death,  and  they  were 
buried  in  their  church-yard  with  all  their  formalities.  Soon 
after  this,  letters  were  sent  to  the  prisoners  in  various  part., 
.tuting  to  them  that  these  women  had  embraced  the  catU- 
chc  faith,  .nd  that  it  could  not  be  possible  for  any  body  to 
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be  more  obstinate  against  this  system  than  they  were,  yet 
on  their  death-beds  they  embraced  it.  Mr.  Williams  after- 
wards stated  the  grounds  he  had  for  believing  that  these 
stories  were  untrue. 

He  was  informed  that  an  English  girl  was  ordered  bv 
them  to  take  their  cross  and  wear  it  and  cross  herself  On 
her  refusal  they  threatened  her,  and  presented  the  cross  to 
her.  She  had  her  choice  either  to  accept  of  their  cross  or 
be  whipt.  She  preferred  the  latter.  'I'hey  partly  stript 
her  very  indecently,  and  threatened  to  put  their  designs  into 
execution,  but  finding  her  resolute  they  desisted,  anil  forced 
tlic  cross  around  her  neck.  .Some  nere  confined  among 
the  nuns,  and  great  cflbrts  wore  u.-^cd  to  bring  thcrii  to  the 
faith. 

lie  received  a  letter  from  one  of  his  neighbors  which 
thus  recounts  the  manner  in  which  he  was  treated  :  — 

"  1  (  itained  leave  of  my  master  to  go  to  the  Macqua  fort 
to  sec  .ny  children  that  I  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time;  I 
carried  a  letter  from  my  master  to  shew  that  I  had  leave 
to  come.  When  I  came  to  the  fort,  1  heard  that  one  of 
my  children  was  in  the  ^^•nods.  I  went  to  see  a  iioy  I  had 
there  who  lived  with  one  of  tlic  Jesuits;  I  just  asked  him  of 
his  welfare,  ho  said  his  mailer  would  conic  presently,  ho 
durst  not  stay  to  speak  with  me  now,  being  in  such  awe  of 
his  tnaster.  On  which  I  withdre<v,  and  when  his  ma«ter 
came  in,  I  went  and  asked  leave  of  him  to  speak  witli  my 
child,  and  shewed  him  the  letter,  but  he  absolutely  refused 
to  let  me  see  or  speak  with  hirn,  and  said  I  had  brought  no 
letter  from  the  Ciovernor,  and  he  could  not  permit  me  to 
stay  in  the  fort,  though  I  had  travelled  on  loot  near  fil'ty 
miles  for  no  other  errand  than  to  see  and  speak  with  mj 
children.' ' 

The  same  person  with  another  Englishman  obtained  per- 
mission of  the  Governor-(ieneral  at  another  time  to  go  to 
the  fort  on  the  same  business,  and  carried  with  him  a  letter 
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tn  the  Jesuits,  tliat  lie  might  linvn  the  |)rivilege  of  sccinr; 
luH  cliildren.  'I'Iuh  letter  was  (lelivciei!  Id  the  .Jesuits  who 
informed  him  tliat  iiis  son  was  not  ul  home,  hut  liad  <^ono 
out  liuiitiii^ ;  nntw  illistaniliiip  h(!  was  |i'ir|>oscl\  concealed 
from  him  and  he  was  not  permilteii  to  .-^ce  him. 

These  men  on  their  return  to  Monlreal,  say  that  a  person 
hy  the  name  of  Lriand  was  aiipomled  a  sjiy  to  \\atcli  the 
motions  ol'  the  Mnijli.-?!!,  and  he  slates  tli;\t  one  ol  the  Jes- 
uits (old  the  Ciovernor  that  the  lad  had  ^one  out  hunting, 
and  that  the  !>nglis!unan  w  ho  Jircompanied  the  father  (if  the 
children,  \s  ent  into  the  woods  under  an  e.xpcclation  of  find- 
ing the  child,  hut  that  he  ran  away  and  refused  to  stop  un- 
til he  presented  a  gun  towards  him  and  threatened  to  shoot 
hiiTi,  when  he  returned  to  him.  In  land  further  ohservcd 
that  they  never  world  cease  iVoin  going  to  see  their  chil- 
dren till  some  of  them  were  killi  il.  The  nn  n  told  him  that 
this  wa..  untrue.  Ibr  they  nevi  r  had  seen  tiie  child,  nor  did 
they  go  into  the  wiiods  in  pursuit  of  hin'.  They  thought 
this  was  stated  to  the  (iovern(.r  to  prevent  him  iVom  grant- 
ing liberty  to  any  ethers,  to  visit  their  ch  ldren  and  friends. 
.Some  ol'tlic  prisoners  ^-aid  that  they  had  been  almost  abso- 
lutely promised  to  have  their  children  returned  to  them, 
provided  they  would  embrace  the  jyoiiisli  religion.  And  the 
priests  declared  that  (hey  should  prefer  to  have  their  chil- 
dren remain  among  the  Indians  than  to  have  llu  in  brought 
awav  !>v  the  I'"rcncli,  that  they  migiit  be  in  readiness  to  re- 
turn to  their  native  land. 

A  maid  from  Dcerfield  was  pla('c  i  in  a  nunnery  for  more 
tlian  two  years,  and  llalteries  and  entreaties,  threatening 
and  abuse  were  used  to  induce  her  to  become  a  proselyte. 
They  tendered  money  to  her  wliieh  she  refused.  They 
commanded  her  to  cross  herself,  and  when  she  refused  they 
bo.xed  her  cars.  They  then  brought  a  rod  with  six  branches 
full  of  knots,  and  struck  her  upon  the  hands  so  frequently 
with  it  that  they  were  e.xccBaivcly  swollen  from  the  blows. 
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They  pinched  her  arms  till  they  were  black  and  blue,  and 
forced  her  to  go  into  the  church,  and  while  here,  because 
sho  refused  to  cross  herself,  they  struck  her  in  the  face 
several  limes  with  their  hands.  A  squaw  was  now  sent  in 
who  told  her  that  she  was  ordered  to  carry  her  to  the  In- 
dians, but  on  her  refusing  to  go,  she  said  she  would  como 
with  her  husband  on  the  morrow,  and  carry  her  a\\  ay  by 
force.  She  took  coml'brt  from  the  assurance  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams gave  her,  that  their  threatenings  were  merely  intended 
to  frigiiten  her,  and  that  they  p'ver  intended  to  give  her 
away  to  the  Indians.  The  nuns  told  her  that  she  would  not 
be  permitted  any  more  to  hold  conversation  with  the  Eng- 
lish, and  that  they  would  still  continue  to  persecute  her  and 
give  her  no  rest  till  sho  complied  with  their  demands. 

Mr.  Williams  mentions  that  a  volume  might  be  written 
giving  acvounts  of  their  children  and  young  people,  who 
were  most  shamefully  abused  by  them  al"ter  their  separa- 
tion from  their  friends,  and  of  the  ungodly  means  which 
were  made  use  of  to  convert  them  to  popery. 

One  of  his  own  children,  a  lad  between  fifleen  and  six- 
teen years  of  age,  much  to  his  disap|)ointmcnt  and  regret, 
was  kept  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  from  him.  He 
durst  not  write  to  his  father,  fearing  that  whatever  he  might 
say  concerning  religion,  might  bo  discovered,  and  he  bo 
severely  punished.  They  threatened  to  place  him  in  tho 
hands  of  the  Indians  if  he  would  not  become  a  convert,  and 
told  him  that  he  had  never  been  purchased  of  the  Indians. 
Whole  days  were  spent  by  the  priests  in  endeavoring  to 
convert  him.  They  sent  him  to  school  in  order  lo  have  him 
read  and  write  the  French  language.  Ili.s  instructor  often 
promised  him  great  rewards  if  he  >vould  cross  himself,  and 
threatened  him  with  punishment  if  he  would  not.  When 
he  found  these  were  of  no  avail  he  actually  struck  him  with 
a  stick  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  then  forced  him  lo 
fall  down  upon  his  knees  and  there  to  remain  an  hour,  and 
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afterwards  commanded  liim  to  cross  himself.  He  elill  re- 
/used.  After  which  he  gave  hitn  two  severe  blows  with  a 
whip  which  iiad  three  branches  and  twelve  large  knots  tied 
in  it.  He  then  again  ordered  liiin  to  cross  himself,  and  told 
him  that  if  it  was  any  sin  to  do  so,  he  would  bear  it  himself, 
and  observed  that  he  must  not  fear  any  change  by  crossing 
himself,  that  his  fingers  could  not  be  altered.  After  ho  had 
abused  him  in  such  a  manner  as  to  compel  him  to  shed  tears, 
he  told  him,  "  he  would  have  it  done."  From  absolute 
compulsion  he  made  the  signs,  wiiich  he  continued  to  do 
under  the  same  precautions  for  several  days  in  succession. 
His  instructor  afterwards  told  him  he  must  cross  himself 
without  compulsion.  One  day  when  he  had  forgotten  to  do 
it  he  again  ordered  him  to  fall  on  his  knees,  and  he  forced 
him  to  remain  there  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  continued  the 
same  punislimcnt  for  the  space  of  a  week.  This  not  suc- 
ceeding, he  again  resorted  to  the  whip,  which  frightened 
him  into  a  compliance.  He  then  commanded  him  to  go  to 
church,  and  upon  his  refusing,  he  said  "he  would  mako 
him."  Accordingly  one  morning  he  sent  four  of  the  stout- 
est boys  in  school  to  force  him  to  the  mass.  All  these  se- 
verities were  used  to  convert  him  to  their  religion,  and  Mr. 
Williams  knew  nothing  about  it.  The  fear  of  his  son  wai 
such  that  he  durst  not  mention  any  of  these  things  by  let- 
ters lest  llicy  should  be  intercepted,  and  he  again  forced 
back  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Williams  soon 
had  an  opportunity  to  forward  u  letter  to  him  by  one  of  his 
neighbors,  and  by  that  neighbor  he  received  a  letter  pur- 
porting to  be  from  his  son,  which  was  as  follows: — 
Honored  Father, 

I  have  received  your  letter  bearing  date 
Jan'y  lllh,  1705—6,  for  which  I  give  you  many  thanka 
with  my  duty,  and  my  brother's.  I  am  sorry  you  have  not 
received  all  the  letters  !  have  wrote  to  you,  as  I  have  not 
received  all  yours.  According  to  your  good  counsel,  I  do 
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ahnosl  every  day  read  sometiiing  of  the  bible  and  so 
strengthen  my  faith.  As  to  the  captives  newly  brought, 
Lancaster  isthe  place  of  two  of  ihcm,  and  Marlborouah  tliat 
of  the  third;  the  Governor  of  I^lontrcal  has  them  all  three. 
There  is  other  news  that  will  seem  more  strange  to  you : 
That  two  English  women,  who,  in  their  life  time,  were 
(Ircadfuliy  set  against  the  catiiolic  religion,  did,  on  their 
death-bed,  embrace  it.  The  one,  Abigail  Turbct,  the  other 
of  them,  Esther  Jones,  both  f^f  tiiem  known  to  you.  .Abigail 
Tin  bet  sent  for  Mr.  Meriel  the  Sai)l)ath  before  siie  died  and 
.■<aid  many  a  time  upon  several  following  days,  that  she 
committed  her  soul  into  his  hands,  and  was  ready  to  do 
whatever  he  pleased.  She  desired  him  to  go  to  the  cha|icl 
St.  Anne,  and  there  to  say  a  holy  mass  for  licr,  tliat  .she 
migiit  have  her  sins  pardoned,  and  the  \s  \\\  ol'tlic  Lord  ;ic- 
compli.shed  upon  her.  Her  cousin  Mry.  Badslon,  now  Siil- 
.son,  asked  her  whether  she  should  bo  w  iiiing  to  do  ns  slin 
said.-  .Siie  answered,  yes.  And  upon  the  Tuc.'^day,  she  w  as 
taken  into  the  catholic  Church  in  tlic  presence  of  .lolui 
Iceland  and  Madam  (irizalem,  an  Eni'lish  woman,  and  y\r<. 
Stilsnn  also,  and  many  French  people  besides.  She  \vas 
anointed  with  oil  on  the  same  day,  according  to  her  will 
then.  Upon  the  Wedi\esday  following  an  image  of  (  liri-l 
crucified,  was  brought  to  her:  slie  caused  it  to  he  set  ov(  r 
against  her  at  the  curtains  of  her  bed,  and  looked  cfiUm- 
ually  ii|)on  the  same;  and  also  a  little  cruciii.x  was  brought 
unto  her,  she  took  it  and  kissed  it,  and  laid  it  upon  her 
stomach.  She  did  also  mako  the  sign  of  l\\v  cross  upon 
herself,  when  she  took  any  meat  or  drink.  She  pronii-sed 
to  God  that  if  she  should  recover,  she  would  go  to  the  mass 
every  day.  She  having  on  her  hand  a  crucifix,  said.  'Oli, 
my  Lord,  that  I  should  have  known  tiiee  so  latcl"'  Slic  did 
also  make  a  prayer  to  the  virgin  Mary,  the  two  last  dnysol 
the  week.  She  could  utter  no  word,  but  by  kissing  the 
crucifi.x,  and  epdeavoring  to  cross  herself,  she  gave  an  evi- 
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tlciicc  of  lier  fuith.  Slic  died  Saturday,  the  2  Itli  of  Novem- 
ber, at  tlirec  o'clock  in  tlie  aflernoon.  The  next  day  the 
jiriests  did  commend  the  woman's  soul  to  the  prayers  of  the 
congregation  in  the  mass.  In  the  afternoon  she  vsas  hon- 
orahly  buried  in  the  church  yard  next  to  the  churcii  close 
to  the  body  of  the  Justice  Peso's  wife,  all  the  people  being 
present  at  her  funeral.  The  same  day  in  the  evening,  Mr. 
iMeriel,  with  an  English  woman,  went  to  Esther  Jones;  she 
did  at  first  disdain,  but  a  little  while  after  she  confessed 
there  were  seven  sacraments,  (.'hirst's  body  present,  the 
sacrament  of  the  mass,  tlic  inequality  of  power  among  tlic 
pastors  of  the  church;  and  being  returned  to  wait  by  her 
all  niglit  long,  he  read  and  expounded  to  her  some  part  of 
the  C'utholic  confession  of  faith  to  her  satisfaction.  About 
inidniffht  she  asked  whether  she  niiylit  not  confess  her  sins.' 
I  doubt  not  but  I  may,  said  she.  And  two  ligurs  after  she 
inadc  unto  him  fervent  confession  of  all  the  sins  of  iicr  whole 
life.  When  he  said  ho  was  to  ofler  Christ  to  his  Father  for 
her,  slic  liked  it  very  well.  The  superior  of  the  Nuns  being 
i.omc  to  see  her,  she  now  desired  that  she  miglit  receive 
Christ's  body  before  she  died.  She  did  also  shew  Mrs.  Stil- 
son  a  great  mind  to  receive  the  sacrament  of  Extreme 
Unction,  and  said  that  if  ever  she  should  recover  and  get 
home,  slic  would  reproach  the  ministers  for  their  neglect- 
ing that  sacrament,  so  plainly  commanded  by  St.  James. 
In  the  afternoon,  after  she  had  begged  pardon  for  her 
wavering,  the  Catholic  Confession  of  Faith  was  read  aloud 
to  her  in  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Craston,  Mrs.  Stilson,  and  an- 
other English  woman,  and  she  owned  the  same.  About 
seven  o'clock  the  same  day,  she  said  to  Mr.  Dubison,  shall 
llicv  not  give  me  the  holy  communion?  But  her  tongue  was 
then  so  thick  that  she  could  hardly  swallow  any  thing.  She 
was  then  anointed  with  holy  oil.  But  before,  slic  said  to 
Mr.  Meriel,  Why  have  you  not  yet,  sir,  forgiven  my  sins' 
In  the  night  following,  that  priest,  and  Mr.  Dubison  were 
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continually  by  her,  and  sometimes  praying  to  God  in  lier 
name,  and  praying  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  other  saints. 
She  said  also,  I  believe  all.    I  am  very  glad  Christ  wa* 
oflcrod  to  his  Fatlier  for  me.    Six  or  seven  hours  befon- 
she  died,  a  crucifix  was  showed  to  her  by  Mr.  Dubison; 
slic  took  it  and  laid  it  upon  her  heart,  and  kissed  it;  and 
then  the  Nuns  hanged  it,  with  a  pair  of  beads,  upon  her 
neck.    A  little  before  she  died,  Mr.  Dubison  asked  lier  to 
pray  for  him  in  heaven;  she  promised  him;  So  slie  gave  up 
the  ghost  on  the  27th  of  November,  at  ten  of  the  clock, 
whilst  the  high  mass  was  saying;  she  was  soon  commended 
to  the  prayers.    On  the  fourth  day  of  the  week  foilouintr, 
she  was  buried  after  the  mass  had  been  said  for  her.  siio 
was  laid  by  Aiiigail  Turbet." 
Jan.  23d,  170.3— C." 
The  substance  of  this  letter  was  sent  to  several  other 
prisoners.    When  Mr.  Williams  received  it,  he  very  well 
knew  it  was  a  forgery,  and  that  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Mcriel. 
The  messenger,  however,  informed  him  that  his  son  had 
embraced  the  Cacholic  religion,  for  which  he  was  very 
much  blamed  by  some,  fearing  that  the  excess  of  his  father',-i 
anxiety  and  distress  for  him  might  be  so  great  as  to  shorten 
his  days.    He,  however,  acknowledged  it  as  a  favor,  and 
thanked  him  for  letting  him  know  the  worst  of  it.  In  sorrow 
and  anguish  of  heart  he  made  his  complaints  to  his  (iod. 
and  asked  him  to  direct  him  what  to  do  in  such  an  .illliclivr 
emergency.  He  found  greater  didiculty  in  arriving  to  a  meek 
and  acquiescing  spirit  than  he  had  heretofore  done.  Ho 
thought  of  the  beloved  wife  of  his  bosom,  of  his  two  dear 
children,  and  many  of  his  kind  and  afTcctionatc  nci-^hbnrs. 
who  were  slain  by  the  Indians;  of  himself  and  so  iiHiny  of 
his  children  and  neighbors  in  popish  captivity,  and  ho  not 
allowed  to  visit  them  and  instruct  them  in  the  way  they 
should  go,  and  a  subtle,  wily  enemy  using  their  best  en- 
deavors to  ensnare  them.     He  thouglit  how  happy  many 
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Others  were  witli  their  wives  nnd  chihlrcn  nrouiul  tlicm  in 
the  bosoms  of  their  families,  with  the  privilege  of  bringing 
them  up  in  the  "nurture  nnd  admonition  of  the  Lord;"  whilst 
they  nnd  their  children  were  widely  separated  one  from  an- 
other, and  tlicir  children  in  the  utmost  danger  of  embracing 
"damnable  doctrines."    He  mourned  when  he  tlionght 
within  himself,  tliat  he  had  one  child  urnong  the  Mncqua?, 
another  who  had  embraced  the  Catholic  religion,  and  n 
child  of  six  years  of  age  in  danger  of  being  instructed  in 
Popery;  and  ho  very  well  knew  that  no  pains  would  be 
spared  to  prevent  his  seeing  or  speaking  to  them.  Hi^ 
were,  indeed,  no  cuvinblc  feelings,  yet  in  the  midst  of  ail 
these  mental  trials  he  had  a  secret  hope  that  God  would 
thwart  their  evil  designs,  and  bring  them  all  to  nought. 
AH  around  looked  gloomy  nnd  discouraging,  but  God  was 
able  to  assist  him  beyond  what  he  was  able  "to  ask  or  think.  ^' 
Ho. prayed  to  him  to  direct  him,  nnd  then  wrote  the  follow- 
ing short  cspistle  to  his  son: — 
"Son  S.\mlei,, 

Yours  of  Jan'y  SOd,  I  received,  and  with 
it  the  tidings  that  you  had  made  abjuration  of  the  Protest- 
ant faith  for  the  Romish.  News  that  I  heard  with  the  most 
distressing,  aHlicting,  sorrowful  spirit  that  ever  I  heard  any 
now-^     0\x\  I  pity  yon.     I  mourn  over  you  day  and  night. 
Oh-  I  pitv  vour  weakness,  that  through  the  craOiness  of 
man  you 'arc  turned  from  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel!  1 
por^uadc  myself  that  you  have  done  it  through  ignorance. 
Oh'  whv  have  you  neglected  to  ask  a  father's  advice  in  an 
aflhir  -f  so  great  importance  as  the  change  of  rehgion  r 
God  '.nows  that  the  catechism  in  which  I  instructed  you  is 
according  to  the  word  of  God,  nnd  so  will  be  found  in  the 
day  of  judgment.   Oh!  consider  and  bethink  yourself  what 
you  have  done;  nnd  whether  you  ask  mc  or  not,  my  poor 
child,  I  cannot  but  pray  for  you,  that  you  may  be  recov- 
ered out  of  the  snare  you  are  taken  in.    Head  the  Pd.le, 
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pray  in  secret;  make  Christ's  righteousness  your  only  plc;i 
before  God  for  justification.  Beware  of  all  immorality, 
and  of  prophaning  God's  Sabbaths.  Let  a  father's  advico 
be  asked  for  the  future  in  all  things  of  weight  nnd  moment. 
"  What  is  a  man  profited  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul?  Or  what  should  a  man  give  in  exchange 
for  his  soul?"  I  desire  to  be  humbled  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God  for  thus  afflicting  me.  I  would  not  do  ns  yo\i 
have  done  for  ten  thousand  worlds.  My  heart  aclics  u  ithin 
inc,  but  I  will  yet  wait  upon  the  Lord.  To  him  I  cominil 
your  case  day  and  night.  Ho  can  perform  nil  things  for 
mo  and  mine,  and  can  again  recover  you  from  your  fail.  [ 
charge  you  not  to  be  instrumental  to  ensnare  your  poor 
brother  Warham,  or  any  other,  and  so  add  sin  to  sin.  .Ac- 
cept of  my  love,  and  dont  forget  a  father's  ndvice,  who 
above  all  things  desires  that  your  soul  may  be  saved  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord." 

He  fervently  prayed  to  God  that  this  letter  might  prove 
effectual  in  causing  his  son  seriously  to  reflect  upon  what 
he  had  done.  Not  receiving  un  answer  from  him  for  sev- 
eral weeks  he  wrote  him  another  letter,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  analysis,  which  was  in.strumcntnl  in  re- 
deeming him  from  the  thraldom  of  Popery: — 

He  informed  him  that  he  had  waited  Until  now  under  un 
expectation  of  hearing  that  he  had  abjured  the  Romish 
faith,  but  us  he  had  forborne  to  write,  or  to  take  the  coun- 
sel of  an  afflicted  father,  he  was  induced  to  writo  him  again 
upon  tho  somo  subject,  in  relation  to  Abigail  Turbet'.-^ 
committing  her  soul  into  tho  hands  of  Mr.  Merid,  it  aji- 
peared  to  him  that  when  she  did  it,  she  was  laboring  under 
mental  alienation,  for  such  an  act  was  most  sincerely  to  be 
abhorred  by  any  one  who  has  a  true  sense  of  religion ;  and 
he  asked  whether  Mr.  Meriel  was  a  God  or  a  Christ.  Had 
he  been  an  iionest  man  ho  would  have  told  her  ns  in  the 
language  of  tho  Apostles: — "Neither  is  there  salvation  in: 
7* 
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any  other,  for  there  is  no  otiicr  nnme  under  heaven,  given 
amony  men  whereby  wo  must  be  saved.  It  is  an  lienor 
due  to  Christ  alone."  And  as  to  what  is  written  about  pray- 
ing to  the  \'irgin  Mary,  and  other  saints,  had  Mr.  Meriel 
been  faithful,  he  would  have  told  them: — "If  any  man  sin 
wc  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  even  Jesus  Christ, 
tlic  righteous."  Christ  and  'he  y\postles  never  taught  men 
to  pray  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  o)  to  the  other  saints,  and  when 
the  Catholics  have  said  nil  that  lies  in  their  power,  they 
were  not  able  to  prove  that  the  saints  to  whom  their  prayers 
were  directed,  had  any  knowledge  of  them  whatever.  God 
has  no  where  informed  them,  that  'hey  had  such  informa- 
tion, and  even  if  they  lind  it,  it  by  no  means  necessarily 
tollows  that  honors  arc  to  be  conferred  upon  them,  or  that 
pravcrs  are  to  be  addressed  unto  them.  There  is  but  one 
mediator,  and  he  is  our  faithful  advocate.  When  the  Ro- 
manists ?ay  that  there  were  no  saints  in  heaven  before  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  but  that  they  were  retained  in  a 
place  called  Limbus  patrum,  tliey  assert  a  glaring  false- 
hood. Religious  worship  is  not  to  be  given  to  the  creature, 
but  to  the  Creator.  In  relation  to  the  worshipping  of  im- 
ages, where  the  Catholics  plead  in  favor  of  it,  "  from  those 
likenesses  of  things  made  in  Solomon's  temple,"  it  is  very 
little  to  the  purpose,  llo  does  not  contend  that  it  is  im- 
proper or  unlawful  to  have  pictures  and  images,  but  they 
were  never  to  bo  bowed  down  to  and  adored.  Such  wor- 
ship is  forbidden  in  the  scriptures,  hence  the  Catholics  for- 
bid their  followers  the  use  of  the  Bible,  and  order  them  to 
believe  as  they  direct  them. 

Concerning  the  statement  of  Esther  Jones  that  there  was 
"an  inequality  of  power  among  the  pastors  of  the  church," 
he  inquires  whether  we  arc  to  infer  from  the  confessions  of 
a  woman  laboring  under  a  high  fever,  and  perhaps  de- 
ranged, that  we  arc  to  draw  this  conclusion  of  inequality, 
and  that  we  must  necessarily  believe  in  a  Pope.  Thiscon- 
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fossion  it  appears  had  been  sent  throughout  the  country  to  4 

persuade  the  prisoners  to  believe  in  the  Popish  religion. 

He  inquires  whether  any  rational  man  can  believe  that  ^ 

Christ  gave  St.  Peter  any  such  power  as  is  spoken  of  by  ^ 

the  Papists  in  the  IGth  chapter  of  Matthew ?    He  infers 

from  scripture  and  reason  that  all  such  conclusions  arc  pre-  j 

posterous  and  at  variance  with  them.  J 

Ho  thinks  that  the  Roman  Catholic  cannot  be  the  true 
religion  of  Christ,  because  its  laws  are  in  direct  opposition 
to  his  express  laws  and  commands.  And  in  one  particulnr, 
in  relation  to  the  withholding  the  wine  from  tlic  laitv  in  the 
Lord's  supper,  he  shews  that  their  evasion,  "that  the 
blood  is  in  the  body,  and  so  they  partake  of  both  in  eating, 
is  a  great  fallacy,  built  on  a  false  foundation  of  transub- 
stantiation,"  and  ho  brings  forward  many  arguments  to 
shew  the  folly  and  absurdity  of  such  a  belief  And  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  of  Holy  Mass,  he  believes  it  to  be 
wholly  of  human  invention,  not  a  syllable  in  favor  of  such 
a  sacrifice  being  to  be  found  in  the  scriptures,  but,  on  the 
contrary  such  a  daily  propitiatory  sacrifice  is  entirely  oj)- 
posed  to  them.  "All  ceremonies  of  the  mass,"  says  he, 
"  are  human  inventions,  that  God  never  commanded." 

Ho  further  says,  "As  to  what  is  in  the  letter  about  pray- 
ing for  the  women  after  death,  is  very  ridiculous,  for  "as 
the  tree  falls  so  it  lies,  and  as  death  leaves  us  so  judgment 
will  find  us."  There  will  be  no  change  after  dcnth  from 
an  afflicted  to  a  happy  state.  Purgatory  is  a  fancy  for  the 
enriching  of  the  clergy,  and  impoverishing  the  loity.  Tho 
notion  of  it  is  a  fatal  snare  to  many  souls  who  sin  with  hopes 
of  easily  getting  priestly  hbsolutions  at  death,  and  buying  '•: 
off  their  torments  with  their  money.  The  soul  at  death  goes  ,  j 

immediately  to  judgment,  and  so  to  heaven  or  hell.  No  nu-  i 
thentic  place  of  scripture  mentions  so  much  as  one  word  of  '  i 
any  such  place  or  state.  Mr.  Meriel  told  me,  "If  I  found  ' 
one  error  in  our  religion  it  was  enough  to  cause  mc  to  dis-         "  | 
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own  our  whole  religion."  Hy  his  argument  you  may  see 
what  reason  you  have  to  avoid  that  religion  which  is  so  lujl 
of  error. 

"  Consult  the  Bible  when  you  can  get  it.  Can  you  think 
their  religion  is  right,  when  they  are  afraid  to  let  you  have 
an  English  Bible;  or  to  speak  with  your  father  or  any  of  your 
christian  neighbors  for  fear  they  would  give  you  such  con- 
victions of  the  truth  that  they  cannot  remove. >  Can  that  reli- 
gion be  true  that  cannot  bear  an  examination  from  the  scrip- 
tures, that  are  a  perfect  rule  in  matters  of  faith ;  or  that  must 
be  upheld  by  ignorance,  especially  the  holy  scriptures.' 

"Those  things  have  I  written  as  in  my  heart  I  believe. 
1  long  for  your  recovery,  and  will  not  cease  to  pray  for  it. 
I  am  now  a  man  of  a  sorrowful  spirit,  and  look  upon  your 
fall  as  the  most  aggravating  circumstance  of  my  alHictions; 
and  am  persuaded  that  no  pains  will  be  wanting  to  prevent 
me  from  seeing  or  speaking  with  you,  but  I  know  that  God'.s 
grace  is  all  sufficient.  Do  not  give  way  to  discouragement 
as  to  your  return  to  New-England.  Read  over  what  I  havo 
written,  and  keep  it  v.  fh  youifjoucan;  you  have  no  friend 
on  earth  that  wishes  your  eternal  salvation  more  heartily 
than  your  father.  I  long  to  sec  and  speak  to  you,  but  I 
never  forget  you.  My  love  to  you  and  to  your  brother  and 
sister,  and  to  all  our  fellow  prisoners.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  as  often  as  you  can.  I  hope  God  will  appear  for  us 
before  it  be  long. 

' '  There  are  a  great  many  other  things  in  the  letter  that  de- 
serve to  be  refuted,  yet  I  would  not  pass  over  the  passage  in 
the  letter  that  Esther  Jones  confesied  that  there  were  seven 
sacraments.  To  which  I  answer  that  some  of  the  most 
learned  of  the  Romish  religion,  confessed  without  the  dis- 
tracting pains  of  a  violent  fever,  and  left  it  on  record  in  print, 
that  it  cannot  be  convincingly  made  out  from  the  scriptures 
that  there  are  seven  sacraments,  and  that  their  most  incon- 
testiblo  proof  is  from  tradition,  and  by  their  tradition  they 
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might  havo  n)und  seventeen  as  well  as  seven;  considering 
that  four  Popes  successively  spent  their  lives  in  purging 
and  correcting  old  authors.  But  no  man  can,  out  of  the 
holy  scriptures  prove  any  more  than  two  sacraments  of  di- 
vine institution,  under  tiie  Ncw-Tcstamcnt,  namely.  Bap- 
tism, and  the  Lord's  Supper.  If  you  make  the  scriplui  es 
a  perfect  rule  of  faith,  as  you  ought  to  do,  you  cannot  be- 
lieve a.s  the  Romish  church  believes.  My  prayers  arc  daily 
to  (iod  for  you  and  your  brother  and  sister,  yea  and  I'di-  nil 
my  ciiildrcn  and  fellow  prisoners. 

I  am  your  atllicted  and  sorrowful  father, 

JOHN  WILLI. VMS. 
Chateauvichc,  March  22,  170li. 

This  letter  through  the  iiistrumcntnlity  of  CjoiI,  w  as  the 
means  of  redeeming  his  son  from  the  bonds  of  Popery,  ami 
restoring  him  to  the  Protestant  religion,  as  appears  from 
the  following  letter: — 

Montreal,  Mav  12,  I  TOG. 

Honored  Father, 

1  received  your  letter  whicli  you  sent 

by  ,  which  good  letter  I  thank  you  for;  and  for  the 

good  counsel  which  you  gave  mc;  I  desire  to  be  tlianklul 
lor  it,  and  hope  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  my  soul.  As  lor 
^vhat  you  ask  mc  about  my  making  an  abjuration  of  the 
Protestant  for  the  Romish  fuith,  I  durst  not  write  so  plain  to 
you  ns  I  would,  but  hope  to  sec  and  converse  with  you.  I 
am  sorry  for  tlic  sin  I  havo  committed  in  changing  of  reli- 
gion, for  which  I  am  greatly  to  blame.  Vou  may  know  that 
.Mr.  Mcriel,  the  sciioolmastcr,  and  others  were  continually 
at  ine  about  it;  at  last  I  gave  over  to  it,  for  which  I  am  very 
sorry.  As  to  that  letter  you  had  from  me,  it  was  a  letter  1 
transcribed  for  Mr.  Meriel.  And  for  what  he  said  about 
Abigail  Turbet,  and  Esther  Jones,  nobody  heard  them  hut 
ho,  as  I  understand.    I  desire  your  prayers  to  (iod  for  me, 
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to  deliver  iiic  from  my  sins.  Oh,  remember  mo  in  your 
prayers!   1  am  your  dutiful  son,  ready  to  take  your  counsel. 

SAiMUKL  W  i'lLI.AMS. 

This  samo  priest,  Mr.  Meriel,  carried  many  letters  to  Sam- 
uel, and  ordered  him  to  write  them  over  and  send  them  to 
their  destination.  He  also  commanded  otlicrs  to  do  the 
same.  It  appears  by  an  observation  of  Mrs.  Stilson  that  she 
did  not  believe  that  cither  of  the  two  women,  mentioned 
above,  changed  their  religion  before  their  decease;  for 
often  during  their  sickness,  while  in  the  full  possession  of 
their  reason,  they  protested  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.  It  is  certain  that  they  did  not  die  I'apist?,  but  that 
tlic  story  was  an  invention  of  the  priests,  to  gain  convert.^ 
to  tlicir  religion,  and  that  false  letters  were  transmitted  to 
various  quarters,  propagating  the  falsehood,  (jlod,  in  his 
providence,  gave  other  evidences,  besides  this,  of  their 
wicked  designs. 

During  the  summer  a  prisoner  at  Montreal,  by  the  name 
of  Bigelow,  was  very  dangerously  sick  at  the  hospital,  so 
that  no  one  expected  that  he  could  recover.  The  priests 
immediately  circiilated  the  report  that  he  had  become  a 
convert  to  their  religion,  and  was  admitted  to  their  com- 
munion. Contrary  to  all  expectation  he  recovered,  and 
would  not  comply  with  their  rites  and  ceremonies,  declar- 
ing that  while  he  was  in  the  possession  of  his  reason,  he 
never  said  anything  in  favor  of  their  religion,  that  he  never 
abjured  the  Protestant  faith,  and  that  he  would  not  do  it 
now.  They  were,  therefore  put  to  shame  for  the  malicious 
I'abrications.  And  there  was  no  more  reason  to  think  that 
these  two  women  were  converted,  than  tiiat  Bigelow  was. 
One  of  the  witnesses  named  in  the  above  mentioned  letters 
told  Mr.  Williams  that  she  never  knew  of  any  such  thing, 
and  further  stated  that  Mr.  MericI  informed  her  that  he 
never  heard  a  better  or  more  fervent  i)raycr  than  was  made 
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by  Esther  Jones  a  short  time  before  she  died.  Mr. 
liams  believed  that  this  prayer  was  the  only  confession  of 
her  sins  which  she  ev>r  made  to  the  priest.  Many  people 
can  testify  that  '  .  ;  i  vomcn  always  opposed  the  prin- 
ciples of  Popery  in  ■  'Kness  and  in  health.  .Abigail  Turbct 
was  from  the  eastward,  and  Esther  Jones  from  Northamp- 
ton. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

iNr^'ilialioiis  fur  llic  cxcliaiijc  of  pri.'nnrr^. — Dralli  of  Zclirdi.ih  \\'j|Il.ini>. 
.111(1  Tupiili  supeiKlltioim  and  falirirations  in  relation  (o  it. — .Mr.  ^VilliaIIl^ 

;iiiil  several  ullicr  |n  ii«incrK  rrlnrn  to  Hh.-'Ium,  ami  uli ininlilv  lo  Duci  (ii  lil.  

."^'iino  accuiihl  (if  liis  \v  ritiiig,". — Ills  ilealli — ami  cliaraclur. 

,\noLT  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  March  I'Oii. 
while  Mr.  'Williams  was  at  Quebec,  Mr.  .Sheldon,  one  of 
our  commissioners  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  arrived 
there  with  letters  from  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  bav. 
While  there,  one  night  about  ten  o'clock  a  shock  of  an 
cartiiquake  was  felt,  the  report  of  which  was  as  loud  as  a 
cannon,  and  which  caused  the  houses  to  tremble.  It  was 
heard  and  felt  a  great  many  miles,  liiroughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  island  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  various  other 
places.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  opposed  by  the  priests  m  c\  cr\ 
po.«siblc  way,  in  his  mission,  hoping  thereby  to  have  time 
to  seduce  our  yoimg  men  to  popery.  Those  nho  would  not 
subscribe  to  their  sentiments  they  sent  away,  but  most  ol 
the  young  people  were  retained.  They  still  flattered  many 
with  promises  of  great  reward,  and  attempts  were  made  lo 
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liavc  Others  marry  among  them.  A  female  by  the  name  of 
Rachel  Storcr,  of  Wells,  was  debauched,  and  in  the  course 
of  twenty-four  hours  was  published,  admitted  into  the  com- 
munion and  married.  She  afterwards  most  bitterly  lamented 
her  sin  and  folly,  and  most  fervently  requested  the  prayers 
of  Mr.  Williams  and  others,  that  God  would  yet  bring  iier 
out  of  the  "  horrible  i)it." 

In  the  month  of  A\m\  a  man  i)y  the  name  of  Zcbcdiali 
Williams  died.  lie  was,  probably,  a  son  of  Zcbcdiali 
Williams,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Decrficld,  who  came 
there  in  1G74.  He  was  a  very  religious  young  man,  who 
did  much  during  his  captivity  to  animate  and  console  the 
prisoners,  nnd  he  redeemed  a  captive  from  the  tlira'dom 
of  popery,  who  was  taken  during  the  last  war.  On  this 
account  many  among  the  Catholics  were  very  much  preju- 
diced against  him;  but  the  French  themselves,  where  he 
resided,  acknowledged  that  he  was  an  excellent  man,  a 
man  of  good  information,  indefatigalile  in  studying  the 
scriptures,  and  prayerful  to  God.  At  the  commcnccmcMt 
of  his  sickness,  before  he  entered  the  hospital  at  Quebec, 
he  made  Mr.  Williams  a  visit,  as  he  had  frequently  done 
licforc,  and  they  mutually  contributed  to  each  other's  com- 
fort in  their  forlorn  situation.  Afler  his  death  the  French 
told  Mr.  Williams  that  "Zebcdiah  had  gone  to  hell,  and 
was  damned,"  and  further  stated  that  since  his  death,  hv 
had  appeared  to  an  Englishman  by  the  name  of  .loscpii 
Egerlv,  in  flames  of  fire,  and  told  him,  that  for  refusing  tu 
embrace  the  Romi.sh  religion,  when  so  much  pains  were 
taken  to  convert  him,  and  for  using  his  influence  to  detach 
him  from  the  Roman  communion,  and  to  persuade  him  to 
forsake  the  mass,  he  wassufl'ering  the  pains  of  the  damned, 
and  that  he  had  now  appeared  to  him  in  this  manner,  to 
warn  him  of  his  danger.  Mr.  Williams  told  them  that  he 
believed  it  was  a  popish  lie,  and  stated  that  he  blessed  God 
that  his  religion  did  not  require  a  lie  to  sustain  it.  They 
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still  declared  it  to  be  true,  and  mcnlioncd  the  miraculous 
manner  in  which  God  witnessed  against  his  religion  and 
approved  of  their  own.  Mr.  Williams  still  stated  to  them 
that  he  believed  that  he  was  in  heaven,  and  that  their  idle 
stories  were  only  invented  to  frighten  the  unwary  into  a  be- 
lief of  their  superstitions. .  For  many  weeks  they  continued 
to  propagate  the  same  ridiculous  tales,  asserting  that  every 
one  who  came  from  the  island  maintained  tliat  it  was  true. 
He  prayed  to  God  that  he  would  frustrate  their  wicked  de- 
signs. 

■In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  a  man  came  to  iiis  residence 
and  informed  him  that  the  story  in  relation  to  Zcbcdiali  was 
true,  and  stated  that  Joseph  Egerly  had  been  to  tiie  island 
and  informed  one  of  the  prisoners  of  the  story,  as  reported 
above.  In  a  very  few  hours  Mr.  AVilliums  saw  the  same 
prisoner,  i  ud  inquired  of  him  whether  he  l:ad  seen  Egerly, 
and  upon  his  answering  in  the  aflirmativ*,  he  inquired  what 
ho  said  concerning  the  appearance  of  Zebediali  lo  him.  He 
answered  that  he  told  him  no  such  story,  but  that  he  was 
persuaded  he  would  have  done  it,  had  there  been  any  trutii 
in  it.  Within  a  week  from  this  time  serious  young  man, 
by  the  name  of  John  Boult,  from  the  island  of  St.  Lawrence; 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  called  upon  him,  os  he  had 
often  done  before  with  Zebediali,  who  was  a  particular 
friend  of  his.  He  greatly  lamented  before  Mr.  Williams, 
the  death  of  his  friend,  and  stated  to  him  that  the  same  story 
had  been  repeatedly  told  to  him  for  several  weeks,  w'nlt 
strong  afllrm  ill  s  as  to  its  truth,  and  that  Egerly  had  be- 
come so  ser  OU3  i  iace  the  apparition  that  he  liad  attended 
mass  every  day.  They  endeavored  to  persuade  him.  since 
God  had  in  such  a  miraculous  manner  appeared  to  convince 
them  of  the  truth  of  their  religion,  and  of  (hu  falsehood  of 
the  system  he  had  embraced,  that  he  ougiit  immediately  to 
renounce  his  heresies  and  embrace  the  Catholic  fnilh,  or  his 
damnation  would  bedreodfullv  oggravntcd.  He  said  thc\- 
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allowed  him  no  repose  either  by  day  or  night,  and  that  he 
told  them  there  was  no  truth  in  their  religion,  and  that  he 
did  not  believe  the  story;  and  he  further  added,  that  one 
day,  while  ho  was  sitting  in  his  house,  Egerly  called  on 
him  and  he  inquired  of  him,  in  the  presence  of  tho  whole 
family  concerning  the  truth  of  the  story.  Egerly  said  it 
was  a  falsehood,  and  stated  that  Williams  never  appeared 
to  him,  and  that  he  never  reported  such  a  thing  to  any  body, 
and  that  since  the  death  of  Zcbediah  he  had  never  attended 
mass  a  single  time. 

When  the  priests  heard  this,  they  were  much  ashamed. 
Together  Mr.  Williams  and  the  young  man  blessed  Clod  that 
this  wicked  delusion  was  nipped  in  tho  bud.  Mr.  Williams 
then  wrote  letters  to  Samuel,  and  Ebcnezer  Hill,  residing 
lit  Quebec,  who  were  new  prisoners  from  Wells,  informing 
ihem  of  the  discovery  of  this  lying  report,  and  cautioning 
them  against  the  belief  of  tho  story.  The  letters  were  in- 
tercepted, and  the  prisoners  never  received  them.  Egerly 
returned  to  New-England  with  Mr.  Williams,  and  the  priests 
gained  nothing  by  the  circulation  of  the  report. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  summer,  ihcy  informed  Mr. 
Williams  that  they  had  heard  from  New-England  by  a  per- 
son who  had  been  a  prisoner  at  Boston,  who  slated  that  the 
ministers  at  Boston  had  informed  tho  French  pri-soners  that 
the  Protestant  was  the  only  true  religion,  and  in  proof  of  it, 
they  would  raise  a  person  from  tho  dead  in  their  presence. 
They  then  persuaded  a  person  to  feign  himself  dead,  and 
then  commanded  him  in  the  name  of  Christ  to  arise.  The 
command  was  not  obeyed,  but  the  person  actually  died. 
Mr.  Williams  told  them  it  was  an  old  falsehood  new  vamped 
against  Calvin  and  Luther,  with  only  a  change  of  persons 
and  place,  and  upon  their  adhering  to  the  truth  of  their 
.leclaration,  ho  told  them  that  ho  wondered  why  they  so 
pertinaciously  adhered  to  a  faith  which  was  sustained  by 
lying  and  slander. 
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The  weather  was  so  extremely  cold  the  latter  part  ol 
September,  that  tho  prisoners  almost  despaired  of  beins 
able  to  return  before  winter,  and  they  were  continually  of- 
fering up  prayers  to  God  that  they  might  be  resigned  to  his 
will,  should  they  be  obliged  to  remain  in  Canada  durin^r 
another  winter.  Mr.  W-l!;  -ms  was  informed  by  several  peo- 
ple who  came  from  the  ity,  that  tho  Lord  Intendant  stated 
that  if  on  the  return  jof  a  man  by  the  name  of  Moore,  he 
should  bring  information  that  Battiss  still  remained  in  pris- 
on, he  should  put  him  (Mr.  Williams)  in  prison  and  confine 
him  in  irons.  They  would  not  allow  him  to  go  into  the  city, 
saying  that  ho  always  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief  when 
ever  ho  went  there,  and  they  always  used  their  influence 
with  the  Governor  to  have  him  send  him  back. 

In  tho  month  of  June  the  superior  of  the  priests  cnllcil 
upon  him  and  told  him  that  he  perceived  that  he  wished  to 
sec  his  .'"ricnd.  Captain  Beauville,  but  that  he  was  ashamed 
to  do  it  because  he  was  ragged,  but  he  observed  that  his 
obstinacy  against  embracing  their  religion  prevented  them 
from  clothing  him  better.  He  observed  to  the  superior  that 
"it  was  better  going  in  a  ragged  coat  than  in  a  rngpcd 
conscience." 

At  the  commencement  of  June,  1706,  an  army  of  five 
hundred  Macquas  and  Indians  left  Canada  with  the  inten- 
tion of  attacking  some  of  the  settlements  on  Connecticut 
river,  but  meeting  with  a  Scatacnok  Indian  who  afterwards 
deserted  from  ihem.  they  were  diverted  from  their  purpose, 
fearing  that  he  wo  ?.'arm  the  inhabitants  in  those  places. 
From  fifty  to  eighty  their  number  returned,  and  God 
thus  frustrated  th'jir  (ksigns. 

While  the  Popish  cler^, '  were  flattering  themselves  that 
they  should  have  another  w.n'er  to  procure  proselytes  among 
the  prisoners,  information  was  received  that  an  English 
brigantine  was  on  its  voyage  to  Canada,  and  that  the  hon- 
orable Capt.  Samuel  Atherton  and  Capt.  John  Bonner  were 
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on  board      commissioners  for  the  redemption  of  tlie  pris- 
oners.   The  clergy  now  redoubled  their  efforts  to  detain 
the  prisoners.  To  somethey  offered  liberty,  to  some  money, 
and  to  others  annual  pensions  if  they  would  remain.  They 
advised  some  to  slay  till  the  spring  of  the  year,  stating  that 
it  was  so  late  in  the  season  that  they  would  be  shipwrecked 
if  they  attempted  to  return  now.    They  told  some  of  the 
younger  people  that  if  they  now  returned  home  they  would 
bo  damned  and  suffer  the  pains  of  hell  forever,  to  terrify 
them,  and  they  molested  them  continually  whenever  thry 
saw  them.   They  threatened  to  send  Mr.  Williams  on  board 
without  a  permission  to  return,  if  he  should  hold  any  more 
conversation  with  the  prisoners  who  had  embraced  their  re- 
ligion.   At  Montreal  in  particular,  every  wily  design  was 
used  to  detain  the  captives.  They  told  him  that  if  his  child 
would  tarry  with  them  ho  should  receive  an  honorable  pen- 
sion from  the  king,  and  that  his  master,  who  was  advanced 
in  years,  and  the  most  wealthy  man  in  Canada,  would  give 
him  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  they  stated  to  him  that  if 
he  went  home  ho  would  be  poor,  as  his  father  was  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  and  his  property  was  all  burnt  and  de- 
stroyed.  The  boy  would  not  be  induced  to  remain  among 
them.    They  intreatcd  others  in  much  the  same  manner, 
but  to  no  effect.  A  short  time  before  they  tried  to  persuade 
his  son  to  go  to  France,  after  having  ineffectually  tempted 
him  to  join  their  communion.  A  woman  from  the  eastward, 
who  had  been  persuaded  by  them  to  marry  an  English  cap- 
tive, left  Canada  with  her  husband,  for  which  they  were 
very  sorry  that  they  had  over  persuaded  her  to  embrace 
their  religion  and  to  marry,  as,  by  so  doing,  she  had  weak- 
ened their  cause,  and  drawn  away  a  convert  from  them, 
instead  of  adding  another  to  their  number.    Another  wo- 
man from  the  same  place,  to  whom  they  had  refused  a  Bi- 
ble until  after  she  had  promised  to  join  their  communion, 
when  they  presented  her  with  one,  which,  upon  opening  a* 
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the  mass,  she  read  the  fourth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  and 
while  reading  it  she  was  so  convinced  of  the  error  of  their 
ways,  that  before  her  first  communion  with  them  she  ab- 
jured their  faith,  and  could  never  afterwards  be  prevailed 
upon  to  unite  with  them. 

They  had  reason  to  bless  God  that  he  had  wrought  deliv- 
erance for  so  many  of  the  unhappy  prisoners,  and  they 
prayed  to  him  that  further  means  of  deliverance  might  be 
pointed  out.  Not  much  less  than  one  hundred  captives 
still  remained  behind,  and  several  of  those  were  still  among 
the  Indians,  and  many  were  children  whom  they  had  every 
reason  to  fear  would  become  savages,  unless  a  particiilai- 
interposition  of  providence  prevented. 

The  vessel  that  was  sent  out  for  them  was  near  being 
wrecked  on  its  voyage  to  Canada,  having  struck  on  a  sand- 
bar, where  she  lay  in  great  distress  for  some  time,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  four  tides  upon  her.  They,  how- 
ever, had  reason  to  bless  God  for  the  occurrence,  for,  iC 
they  had  passed  the  bar  without  obstruction,  tliey  would  at 
midnight,  during  a  violent  snow-storm,  have  run  upon  a 
tcrrifiic  reef  of  rocks. 

They  left  Quebec  on  the  25th  of  October,  I70G.  They 
were  retarded  by  contrary  winds,  and  a  great  storm,  and 
driven  back  again  near  the  city,  and  they  came  very  near 
being  shipwrecked,  the  vessel  during  tho  storm  having 
struck  twice  upon  a  rock.  They  all  arrived  in  safety  at 
Boston  on  the  2 1st  of  November.  The  number  of  captives 
who  left  Canada  in  tho  brigantine,  and  arrived  at  Boston, 
was  fifty-seven,  among  whom  were  two  of  Mr.  Williams' 
children.  He  had  yet  a  daughter  of  terr  years  of  age,  and 
many  friends  and  neighbors  among  tho  French  and  Indians 
in  tho  cold  and  inhospitable  regions  of  Canada,  and  he  soli- 
cited the  compassionate  prayers  of  the  benevolent  and  good, 
that  they  would  intercede  with  God  for  their  deliverance. 

On  their  arrival  at  Boston,  they  found  the  people  of  thai 
8* 
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place  extending  the  hand  of  charity  ■towards  them  in  a  r«- 
markable  manner,  amply  supplying  their  wants  in  their 
necessitous  circumstances,  for  which  they  were  very  thank- 
ful. Mr.  Williams  thought  there  was  more  benevolent  feel- 
ing and  action  in  Boston  than  in  the  whole  of  Canada, 
although  the  people  in  the  latter  place  strongly  believed  in 
the  doctrine  of  merit.  He  earnestly  prayed  that  the  Lord 
would  grant,  that  those  who  had  given  so  liberally  to  them, 
might  find  the  accomplishment  of  his  promises  in  their  per- 
sons and  families  from  generation  to  generation. 

The  names  of  several  of  the  captives  who  were  taken 
from  Decrficld,  and  who  wore  left  in  Canada  after  Mr. 
Williams'  return,  have  been  found  among  the  Indians  near 
Montreal.  There  were  several  intermarriages,  and  their 
names  have  not  become  e.xtinct  in  that  vicinity.  As  lately 
as  the  year  1756,  Mary  Harris,  who  was  one  of  the  female 
prisoners,  and  a  child  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  town, 
resided  at  Cahnawaga.  She  was  at  that  time  a  married 
woman,  and  had  several  children,  one  of  whom  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  service  of  France.  A  gentleman  from  Montreal 
said  that  he  saw  at  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  a 
French  girl  who  told  him  that  her  grandmother  was  Thank- 
ful Stebbins,  who  was  taken  from  Dcerfield  in  1704.  Gen. 
Hoyt  has  procured  the  names  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
prisoners  who  were  taken  at  Deerfield,  and  who  were  left 
in  Canada  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Williams.  They  are  as 
follows: — 

William  Brooks,  Mary  Brooks,  Daniel  Crowfoot,  Sam- 
vqI  Carter,  John  Carter,  Mary  Carter,  Elizabeth  Corse, 
Abigail  Denio,  Mary  Field,  Frccdona  French,  Abigail 
French,  Mary  Harris,  Samuel  Hastings,  Ebenezer  Hoit, 
Thomas  Hurst,  Joanna  Kellog,  Abigail  Nims,  Jeremiah 
Richards,  Josiah  Rising,  Ebenezor  Stebbins,  Thankful 
Stebbins,  Joseph  Stebbins,  Elizabeth.  Stevens,  Waitstill 
Warner,  Eunice  WilJiara.'i, 


REV.  JOHV  WILLIAMS. 


85 


Many  of  the  prisoners  became  very  much  attached  to  the 
Indians  and  their  mode  of  life,  and  some  of  them  were  very 
loth  to  leave  them  after  they  were  redeemed.  A  lad,  by  the 
name  of  Jonathan  Hoit,  who  was  taken  at  the  time'  of  tho 
destruction  of  the  town,  at  the  age  of  16  years,  was  very 
fond  of  them.  Ho  resided  with  them  two  years  and  a  half, 
at  a  place  called  Lorete,  upon  the  River  St.  Charles,  not 
far  from  Quebec.  He  learnt  their  language  so  perfectly 
that  he  never  forgot  it  to  the  day  of  his  death,  which  was 
in  tho  ninety  second  year  of  his  age.  Soon  after  his  return 
to  Deerfield,  his  former  Indian  master  camo  down  to  make 
him  a  visit,  and  he  was  kindly  received  by  him,  and  treated 
with  kindness  and  respect.  Jonathan  was  redeemed  by 
Major  Dudley,  son  of  Governor  Dudley,  of  Massachusetts, 
in  tho  following  manner,  as  related  by  Col.  Elihu  Hoyt,  one 
of  his  descendants,  in  his  History  of  tho  first  settlement  of 

Deerfield,  a  small  pamphlet  in  the  duodecimo  form:  

"The  Indians  were  jn  the  habit  of  raising  and  bringing 
to  market  garden  sauce,  &.c.  Ono  day  Major  Dudley  saw 
young  Hoit  in  tho  street;  he  said  to  him,  are  you  not  an 
English  hoy>  He  answered,  yes.  Do  you  not  wish  to  go 
home  and  sec  your  friends.'  I  do,  was  the  answer.  Where 
is  your  master.'  said  the  Major.  Some  where  in  the  city, 
answered  the  boy.  Bring  him  to  me,  said  he.  The  boy 
now  tripped  over  tho  ground  with  a  light  heart,  in  pursuit 
of  his  master,  who  soon  came.  The  agent  said  to  the  In- 
dian, I  will  give  you  this  for  the  boy,  holding  out  to  him  a 
purse  of  twenty  dollars.  The  temptation  was  too  great  to 
bo  resisted ;  the  bargain  was  made,  the  money  handed  over, 
and  the  Indian  went  away  well  satisfied.  Tho  gentleman 
immediately  sent  the  boy  on  board  a  ship  then  lying  in  tho 
river  for  the  reception  of  tho  ransomed  prisoners.  The 
agent  was  aware  that  when  the  Indian  had  leisure  to  rcncct, 
ho  would  return  and  make  a  proposition  to  give  up  the  mo- 
ney, and  take  his  boy  again;  he  was  not  mistaken  in  his 
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conjecture;  ho  soon  came  back  and  desired  to  give  up  the 
money  for  the  boy;  he  told  him  he  could  not  have  him,  ho 
was  out  of  his  reach.  The  Indian  went  away  lamenting 
that  he  had  parted  with  his  favorite  captive  boy,  for  a  few 
dumb  dollars,  that  would  neither  fish  nor  hunt.  By  this 
means  the  captive  was  restored  to  his  hou^e  and  hia  frieiKls." 

About  the  time  that  Mr.  W  'liams  left  Canada,  new  trou- 
bles began  to  arise  in  that  province.  Letters  were  received 
from  Mississippi  written  in  the  preceding  May,  stating  that 
the  plague  was  prevailing  there,  and  that  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Frenchmen  had  died  within  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
and  that  the  tribo  of  Indians  there  called  the  Lazilouways, 
were  very  boisterous  and  had  wounded  a  Jesuit  severely, 
and  had  killed  his  servant,  a  Frenchman.  Farther  infor- 
mation reached  them  in  July  that  the  Indians  upon  the  river 
were  engaged  in  war  with  each  other,  and  the  French  who 
resided  amongst  them  were  in  great  danger;  that  theMitchel 
Macquinas  had  commenced  war  against  the  Miziamnies, 
and  had  killed  a  friar,  three  Frenchmen,  and  eleven  In- 
dians, at  a  place  called  the  straits,  where  they  were  erect- 
ing a  fort  for  the  purpose  of  traffic;  they  had  also  taken  si.t- 
teen  Frenchmen  prisoners,  and  burnt  their  trading  houses. 
These  things  greatly  perplexed  the  French  in  Canada,  but 
the  Jesuits  strove  hard  to  pacify  them,  but  their  troubles 
rather  increased  than  subsided  when  they  left  Canada;  for 
the  last  letters  from  the  French  prisoners  in  those  regions 
state  that  the  Indians  had  sent  out  two  com;)anies,  one  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  and  one  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  against  the  savages  at  the  Straits,  and  they  were  fear- 
ful that  they  would  attack  the  French  as  well  as  the  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  Williams  did  not  immediately  return  to  Deerfield 
after  his  emancipation  from  the  French  and  Indians,  Ho 
probably  had  some  doubts  whether  he  should  again  settle 
in  the  ministry  in  Deerfield.    On  the  30th  of  November, 
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1706,  nine  or  ten  days  after  his  arrival  at  Boston,  the  town 
of  Deerfield  chose  commissioners,  viz.  Captain  Thomas 
French  and  Captain  Jonathan  Weils,  to  go  down  to  the  bay 
for  them,  and  in  their  behalf  to  act  and  treat  witli  their  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  John  Williams,  in  order  to  his  re-settlement 
with  them  again  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  as  also  to  take 
advice  and  counsel  of  the  elders  in  our  county  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  work,  as  also  to  put  up  a  petition  to  the 
(General  Court,  or  Counsel,  for  a  grant  of  money  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Williams  in  his  re- 
settlement in  said  work  with  them,  and  in  all  these  partic- 
ulars to  act  and  do  according  to  the  best  of  their  discre- 
tion." Mr.  Williams,  after  serious  consideration,  accepted 
the  call,  although  the  war  still  continued  with  unabated 
fury,  and  the  inhabitants  were  kept  in  a  continual  state  of 
alarm. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1707,  the  town  agreed  to  build  a 
house  for  him,  "  as  big  as  Ensign  Sheldon's,  and  a  back 
room  as  big  as  may  be  thought  convenient."  Ensign  Shel- 
don's house  was  the  old  picketed  fort  which  is  still  stand- 
ing and  is  occupied  by  the  family  of  the  late  Col.  I  loyt.  On 
the  3d  of  April,  the  town  voted,  "that  they  would  pay  unto 
Mr.  John  Williams  20  pounds  in  money,  and  every  male 
head  of  16  years  and  upwards,  one  day's  work  a  piece; 
those  that  have  teams,  a  day  with  their  teams  for  the  year. '' 
They  also  voted  to  pay  Thomas  Wells  for  boarding  Mr. 
Choato  the  last  half  year  he  preached  in  Deerfield.  On  the 
17th  of  November  they  voted  "to  send  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court  for  a  grant  of  money  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Rev.  John  Williams  in  tho  work  of  the  min- 
istry in  Deerfield."  They  also  gave  him  and  his  heirs  for- 
ever, a  large  tract  of  land  adjoining  his  house,  and  in  tho 
meadows. 

Indian  depredations  continued  for  many  years  after  the 
re-setilement  of  Mr.  Williams.  Soon  after  the  destruction 
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of  the  town  at  the  time  he  was  captivated,  the  inhabitants 
rc-builtit.  InMay,  1704,  Mr.  John /  lien  and  his  wife  were 
killed  at  a  place  called  the  Rarrs,  and  in  the  summer  of  the 
same  year,  acrjeant  John  Hawks  was  attacked  by  the  In- 
dians, but  escaped  to  Hatfield  with  a  slight  woun  J  upon  his 
hand;  and  in  July  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Russell 
was  killed  by  them  at  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

August,  1708.  As  a  scout  from  Dcerficld  were  return-  # 
ing  from  White  River,  in  Vermont,  they  were  attacked  by 
the  Indians,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Barber  was  killed, 
behaving  killed  the  Indian  who  fired  upon  him,  so  near 
together  did  they  discharge  their  guns.  Martin  Kellogg 
was  captivated;  the  rest  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape. 
On  the  26th  of  October  of  this  year,  Mr.  Ebcnezcr  Field 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  near  Bloody-Brook. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1709,  Mchuman  Hinsdale,  a  son 
of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Dcerficld,  and  the  first  male 
child  ever  born  there,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians, 
as  be  was  driving  his  team  between  Hatfield  and  North- 
ampton, and  carried  by  them  to  Canada.  From  thence  he 
w?.8  carried  to  France,  and  from  PVance  to  England,  and 
ho  was  brought  from  the  latter  place  to  Dcerficld.*  The 
succeeding  month  of  the  same  year,  Lieut.  John  Wells  and 
John  Burt,  inhabitants  of  Dcerficld,  were  killed  in  a  skir- 
mish with  the  Indians  on  French,  or  Onion  River,  in  Ver- 
mont. They,  with  others,- had  been  out  on  an  expedition 
against  the  enemy,  as  far  as  Lake  Champlain,  where  they 
had  killed  several  of  them. 

It  seems  that  the  Indians  and  their  commanders  were  not 
yet  satisfied  with  their  hostilities  upon  this  land  abounding 
with  milk  and  honey,  for  another  attempt  was  made  to  sack 
or  destroy  the  town  in  the  month  of  June,  1709,  by  Rou 
villc,  one  of  the  brothers  who  made  the  successful  attack 
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upon  the  town  in  1704.  His  force  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  French  and  Ind  ians,  but  vigorous  efibrts 
were  now  made  by  the  inhabitants,  for  the  defence,  many 
of  whom  had  recently  returned  from  Canada,  and  their  late 
disasters  had  taught  them  military  prudence,  and  inspired 
them  with  courage  in  opposing  the  savage  foes.  The  en- 
emy, from  these  preparations,  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
•  withdraw  their  troops  and  abandon  the  attack.  They  did 
not  quit  the  place  until  they  had  taken  Joseph  Clesson  and 
John  Arms  prisoners.  Jonathan  W^illiams  and  Mcrtthcw 
Clesson  were  killed  at  the  time,  and  Lieutenant  Mattoon, 
and  Isaac  Taylor  were  wounded,  but 'both  of  them  fortu- 
nately survived.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  Joseph 
Clesson  was  the  one  who  was  so  cruelly  treated  by  the  In- 
dians in  Canada  in  one  of  their  sports,  which  was  to  cause 
him  to  run  the  gauntlet.  The  account  of  the  transaction  is 
■iS  follows: — The  Indians  arranged  themselves  in  two  rows 
facing  each  other,  armed  with  clubs.  They  then  pinioned 
the  hands  of  the  captive,  and  forced  him  to  run  throu;  h  the 
ranks,  while  every  Indian  gave  him  a  severe  blow  with  his 
club.  Mr.  Clesson  was  severely  mangled  by  them  in  this 
way,  while-in  Canoda  and  under  the  protection  of  the 
French.  His  lower  jaw  was  broken,  and  he  was  otherwise 
most  cruelly  bruised.  He  was  ever  afterwards  extremely  in- 
dignant ogainst  the  Indians  for  this  outrage,  and  the  bare 
mention  of  an  Indian  would  rouse  a  resentment  in  his  breast 
as  furious  as  a  lion  or  a  bear  in  its  rage. 

Mr.  Williams  about  this  time  was  earnestly  solicited  to 
accept  the  office  of  Chaplain  in  the  army  in  the  expedition 
against  Canada  under  General  Hill  and  Admiral  \Vnlker. 
He  had  been  previously  requested  to  accept  the  same  in 
the  expedition  against  Port  Royal,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  March,  with  seven  hundred  men,  in  the  year  1707. 
Soon  after,  he  was  appointed  Chaplain  in  the  winter  expe- 
dition to  Canada  under  the  coninmnd  of  Col.  .Stoddard,  for 
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the  purpose  of  redeeming  prisoners.  Col.  Stoddard  was 
successful  in  redeeming  many  of  his  fellow  citizens,  but 
they  could  not  obtain  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams'  salary  was,  for  some  time,  probably  too 
small  to  support  him,  and  the  General  Court  allowed  him 
two  islands  in  Connecticut  River,  opposite  to  the  town  of 
Deerfield,  now  called  Smcad's  and  Corse's  islands,  con- 
taining between  thirty  and  forty  acres,  in  consequence  of 
his  petitioning  in  behalf  of  the  town,  for  an  extension  of  its 
territories.  This  petition  was  granted,  and  the  line  then 
extended  west  from  Connecticut  River  nine  miles,  as  far  as 
the  western  boundaries  of  Northampton  and  Hatfield.  The 
town  was  then  about  fourteen  miles  in  length,  and  nine  in 
breadth,  and  occupied  the  towns  now  embracing  Greenfield, 
Conway,  Shelburne,  Gill,  and  a  part  of  Whately. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1712,  a  scout  was  sent  from 
Deerfield  under  the  command  of  Samuel  Taylor,  to  the 
Hudson,  or  North  River,  as  it  was  then  called  in  the  state 
of  New-York.    They  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  on  this 
day,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Andros  was  killed; 
Jonathan  Barret  was  wounded,  and  he  and  William  Stan- 
ford were  taken  prisoners,  carried  to  Canada,  and  redeemed 
by  Lieut.  Samuel  Williams,  who  was  there  with  a  fiag  of 
truce,  and  they  returned  to  Deerfield  after  an  absence  of 
two  months.    From  the  year  1712  to  1720,  the  people  of 
Deerfield  were  not  much  molested  by  the  Indians. 

To  show  the  continued  attachment  of  the  people  of  Deer- 
field to  Mr.  Williams,  the  town  voted  to  provide  him  h.s 
wood  at  its  own  expense,  in  addition  to  his  salary,  and  to 
procure  him  the  value  of  si.xty  ordinary  loads  in  the  year 
1724 — 5. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June  1724,  as  a  scout  were  returning 
from  the  north  part  of  Greenfield,  near  rocky  mountain,  to 
the  fort  at  Deerfield,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
and  Ebenezer  Sheldon,  Thomas  Colton,  and  Jeremiah  Eng- 
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lisli,  a  friendly  Indian,  were  killed;  the  Indians  were  dis- 
persed by  the  rear  of  the  scout  coming  upon  them  suddenly. 
In  the  same  year  two  men  by  the  names  of  Lieut.  Timothy 
Childs  and  Samuel  Allen,  who  hod  been  at  work  in  the 
north  meadows,  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indiana  who 
lay  concealed  in  the  woods  at  Pine  Hill.  They  were  both 
wounded,  but  fortunatcJy  they  recovered. 

On  the  25lh  of  August  1725,  ns  Deac.  Field,  Deac.  Childs, 
and  several  others  from  Deerfield  were  passing  up  the  road 
near  Green  River  Farms,  they  were  ambuscaded  by  the 
Indians,  whom  Ihe  party  had  previously  discovered,  as  they 
were  posted  on  Rn  eminence.  An  Indian  was  killed  by  John 
Wells.  The  party  afterwards  returned  towards  a  mill,  but 
one  of  them,  Deacon  Field,  was  severely  wounded,  th« 
ball  passing  through  the  lower  part  of  the  right  side  of  the 
abdomen,  cutting  off  several  folds  of  the  mesentery,  which 
protruded  through  the  wound  to  the  extent  of  two  inche' 
and  was  cut  off  even  with  the  body;  the  ball  then  pai  . 
between  the  two  lowest  ribs,  fracturing  the  last  one.  It 
likewise  took  off  one  of  his  thumbs  at  the  root,  and  the  bone 
of  the  fore-finger,  and  lodpod  in  the  hand  between  the  fore 
and  second  finger.  The  boll  was  extrQctfd  and  a  perfect 
cure  of  all  his  wounds  was  c fleeted  by  Dr.  Thomas  Hast- 
ings, in  leas  than  three  wct  kn. 

Mr.  Williams  lor  many  ycnrs  devoted  much  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  pursuits  of  science  and  literntnre,  and 
to  tho  cares  and  obligations  attendant  upon  his  professional 
duties  as  a  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel.  For  the  times 
in  which  he  lived,  he  was  a  writer  of  no  mean  abilities.  He 
has  not  left  behind  him  many  of  his  published  productions. 
The  only  ones  which  I  recollect  to  have  seen,  are  his  Re- 
deemed Captive  returning  to  Zion,  in  whicli  he  gives  an 
account  of  his  captivity  and  sufferings,  and  n  Sermon 
preached  at  Boston,  December  6,  1706,  soon  nfler  his  re- 
turn from  Canada.  These  works  evince  talents  and  great 
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piety.  Tho  age  in  which  ho  lived  was  not  one  of  publica- 
tions  like  the  present,  or  doubtless  more  of  his  works  would 
have  been  published.  Ho  was  a  very  constant  attendant 
upon  the  annual  convention  of  ministers  in  the  then  province 
of  Boston,  when  he  was  always  treated  with  respect  and 
attention.  In  1728,  he  preached  an  interesting  discourse 
at  that  convention. 

I  have  seen  some  of  his  manuscript  productions  which 
are  interesting.  In  some  of  his  writings  under  the  head  of 
Philosophy,  he  treats  of  Mists  and  Fogs — of  Wind,  of 
Water,  or  the  doctrine  of  Hydrostatics — of  Matter— of  tho 
Earth — of  Fire — of  Beasts,  Birds,  and  Fishes — of  Insects  of 
the  Julian  period — of  the  Method  o  '  drawing  a  Meridian 
Ltne  upon  an  Horizontal  Plain — of  Mercury — of  Vulcan — 
of  Mars — of  an  Echo,  &.c.  &c.  These  topics  shew  that  ho 
had  a  philosophical  turn  of  mind,  and  a  greater  taste  for 
the  abstruse  sciences  than  is  usual  to  be  found  at  that 
period. 

The  following  is  his  description  of  a  drunkard,  which  will 
give  some  idea  of  his  style  of  writing,  and  will  shew  that 
the  habit  of  intoxication  is  not  confined  to  the  present  day : — 

"A  DRUNKARD  DESCRIBED. 

"Though  wine  is  so  beneficial  to  this  life  that  in  rite 
vitam  hominis  Esseidieros,  and  how  many  say  that  the  hap- 
piness of  one  consists  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  other;  but 
do  not  consider  that  if  wine  be  the  cradle  of  life,  jet  it  ia 
the  grave  of  the  Reason,  for  if  men  do  not  constantly  sail  in 
the  Red  Sea  of  Claret,  their  souls  are  oft  times  drowned 
therein.  It  blinds  them,  and  leaves  them  under  darkness, 
especially  when  it  begins  to  draw  forth  sparkles  and  little 
stars  from  their  eyes.  Then  the  body  being  drowned  in 
drink,  the  mind  floats,  or  else  is  stranded.  Thus  too  great 
love  of  the  vine  is  pernicious  to  life,  for  from  it  com«  more 
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faults  than  gr;.pcs,  and  it  breeds  more  mischief  than  pleas- 
ures. Would  you  see  an  instance  of  this,  observe  a  drunken 
man.  O  beast!  See  how  his  head  reels  and  totters.  His 
hands  sink,  his  feet  fail,  his  hands  tremble,  his  mouth  froths, 
his  cheeks  are  flabby,  his  eyes  sparkle  and  water,  his  word* 
are  unintelligible,  his  tongue  falters  and  stops,  his  throat 
sends  forth  a  nasty  loathsome  stench;  but  what  do  I  do? 
There  is  no  end  of  his  filthiness." 

Soon  after  Mr.  Williams'  return  to  Deerfield,  he  married 
a  second  time  to  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Allen  of  Windsor, 
Connecticut.  She,  as  well  as  his  first  wife,  were  grand 
daughters  of  tho  Rev.  Mr.  Warhara,  formerly  Pastor  of 
Windsor.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  five  children.  Eight 
of  his  children  survived  him;  fou;r  sons  and  four  daughters. 
His  three  eldest  sons,  Eleazer,  Stephen  and  Warham,  were 
settled  in  the  ministry  at  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  at  Spring- 
field, and  at  Watertown,  Massachustts.  Stephen  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Dartmouth  College, 
but  was  educated  at  Harvard.  Ho  lived  to  a  great  old  age. 
His  son  Elijah,  by  his  second  wife,  was  educated  at  Har- 
vard College,  and  lived  at  Deerfield,  where  ho  was  much 
respected  as  an  lonorahlo  merchant,  and  an  able  magistrate. 
His  eldest  daughter  married  Mr.  Meachain,  the  former  Pas- 
tor of  Coventr^',  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Williams  died  at  Deerfield  on  the  l'2[h  of  June, 
in  the  66th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  44th  year  of  his  min- 
istry. He  was  attacked  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy  on  tho  morn- 
ing of  the  9th.  It  was  perceived  upon  speaking  to  him  that 
he  had  the  exercise  of  reason,  but  he  was  never  able  to  ar- 
ticulate distinctly  more  than  two  or  three  words  afler  ho 
was  taken  ill.  Tho  writer  of  his  obituary  notice,  which  was 
published  in  tho  Boston  News-Letlcr,  the  first  Newspaper 
ever  published  in  New-England,  thus  speaks  of  him: — 
"God,  who  first  sent  him  to  us,  and  inclined  his  heart  to 
•ettl«  with  us  in  our  small  beginnings,  hath  made  hini  a 
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great  blessing  unto  09.  His  heart  was  engaged  in  his  work, 
and  was  abundant  in  his  labors,  both  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  plainly,  faithfully,  and  frequently  warning,  urging, 
and  intreating  both  elder  and  younger  unto  piety  and  per- 
severance in  it.  He  was  much  in  prayer,  and  singularly 
gifted  in  it.  We  hope  through  grace  he  has  left  many  seals 
of  his  ministry  among  us. 

The  Divine  Providence  which  fixed  his  post  in  one  of  the 
frontier  towns  of  the  province,  fitted  him  for  it  by  giving 
bim  patience  and  cheerfulness  of  spirit;  so  that  he  was 
wonderfully  carried  through  all  the  difficulties,  distractions 
and  dangers  that  he  encountered.  And  his  prayers,  coun- 
sel, and  example,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  his  people  from  time  to  time." 

And  another  writer,  the  Rev.  Rodolphus  Dickinson,  of 
this  town,  in  his  view  of  Deerfield,  thus  beautifully  eulo- 
gizes him: — 

"The  character  of  Mr.  Williams  was  extensively  known, 
and  held  in  high  estimation;  as  may  be  learned  aside  from 
ether  respectful  attentions,  by  his  appointment  to  preach  to 
a  general  convention  of  the  clergymen  of  Massachusetts  at 
Boston.  He  is  represented  by  his  contemporaries,  who 
have  witnessed  his  efforts  before  the  most  enlightened  and 
powerful  auditories  in  the  Province,  as  a  powerful  and  affect- 
ing preacher.  He  is  also  commended  for  his  domestic  vir- 
tues, his  eminent  piety,  humility,  sincerity,  nvd  goodness 
of  hrart.  His  voluntary  obandonm'  at  of  the  scenes  of  his 
beloved  nativity,  secure  from  the  incursions  of  the  savages, 
to  settle  in  a  frontier  place,  perpetually  exposed  to  their 
depredations,  where  personal  safety,  so  indispensable  to 
other  enjoyments,  was  for  many  years  a  stranger  to  thpir 
habitations;  and  his  return  to  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
subject  to  the  same  dangers,  aAer  the  complicated  afflic- 
tions of  hia  captivity;  evince  his  ardent  lovo  for  the  people 
of  his  care,  and  testify  that  be  was  animated  with  the  spirit 
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of  a  martyr  in  the  advancement  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  im- 
possible to  peruse  his  interesting  narrative  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  Deerfield,  and  the  slaughter  and  captivity  of  its  in- 
habitants, in  the  suffering  in  which  he  so  largely  partici- 
pated, without  being  inspired  with  a  respect  for  his  talents 
and  piety,  and  an  admiration  of  that  unexampled  fortitude, 
which  could  sustain  him  under  private  calamities,  such  as 
rarely  happen  to  man,  and  a  view  of  public  desolations, 
similar,  though  less  extended,  to  those  apostrophized  by  tho 
mournful  son  of  Hilkiah.  But  a  holy  resignation  to  the 
Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  was  the  balm  of  every  sorrow. 
His  path  was  lighted  by  a  hope  that  looks  beyond  this  tran- 
scient  scene.  He  wcs  redeemed  from  the  flames,  passed 
through  the  wilderness  and  sea  of  dangers,  and,  as  we  trust, 
reached  a  temple  eternal  in  the  heavens." 
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List  of  the  Sooldiers  and  the  De*cendanti  oT  auch  ai  are  Deceawd  that 
were  io  the  Figtit,  Called  the  Fall  Fight,  »bo»e  DeerfielJ,  who  are  lolituled 
to  the  Towngbip  Granted  by  the  General  Court  as  foflu>Yi: — 

Joseph  Atherton,  Deerfield,  only  son  of  Hope  Atberton. 
Nathaniel  Allexandcr,  Northampton,  Nathaniel  Allexander. 
Thomas  Alvard,  Middleton,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Alvard. 
John  Arms,  Deerfield,  son  of  William  Arms. 
John  Baker,  Northampton,  son  of  Timothy  Baker. 
Samuel  Bedortha,  Springfield,  son  of  Samuel  Bcdortha. 
John  Field,  Deerfield,  descendant,  James  Beonet. 
John  Barbar,  Springfield,  son  of  John  Barbar. 
John  Bradshaw,  Medford,  John  Bradshaw. 
Isaac  Biirnap,  Windham,  son  of  John  Burnap. 
Samuel  Clesson,  Northampton,  descendant,  Peter  Bushrod. 
Samuel  Boltwood,  Hadley,  son  of  Samuel  Boitwood. 
Samuel  Bardwell,  Deerfield,  son  of  Robert  Bardwell. 
John  Hitchcock,  Springfield,  descendant,  Samuel  Bail. 
Stephen  Belden,  Hatfield,  son  of  Stephen  Belden. 
Richard  Beers,  Watertown,  son  of  EInathan  Beers. 
Samuel  Beldin,  Hatfield,  Samuel  Beldin. 
Preserved  Clapp,  Northampton,  son  of  Preserved  Clapp. 
Thomas  Chapin,  Springfield,  son  of  Japhet  Chapin. 
Sanp.uel  Crow,  Hadley,  son  of  Samue;  Crow. 
Joseph  Crowfoot,  Wethersfield,  desc'ftt,  Joseph  Crowfoot. 
William  Clark,  Lebanon,  son  of  William  Clark. 
Noah  Cook,  Hadley,  descendant,  Noah  Colman. 
Benjamin  Chamberlain,  Colchester,  Benj.  Chamberlain. 
Nathaniel  Chamberlain,  descendant,  Joseph  Chamberlain. 
Samuel  Cuniball,  Boston,  son  of  John  Cuniball, 
John  Chase,  Newbury,  son  of  John  Chase. 
William  Dickcson,  Hadley,  son  of  Nehemiah  Dickeson. 
Samuel  Jellet,  Hatfield,  descendant,  John  Dickcson. 
Benjamin  Edwards,  Northampton,  son  of  Bonj.  Edwordj. 
Joseph  Fuller,  Newtown,  Joseph  Fuller. 
Samuel  Field,  Deerfield,  son  of  Samuel  Field. 


89 


APPENDIX  AND  NOTES. 


Nathaniel  Foot,  Colchester,  son  of  Nathaniel  Foot. 
John  Flanders,  Kingston,  son  of  John  Flanders. 
Isaac  Gleason,  Enfield,  son  of  Isaac  Gloason 
Richard  Church,  Hadley,  descendant,  Isaac  Harruon. 
Simon  Grover,  Maiden,  son  of  Simon  Grover 
Samuel  Griffin,  Roxbury,  son  of  JofP^  ^f.^!'"-  , 
John  Hitchcock,  Springfield  son  of  John  H.  chcock. 
Loke  Hitchcock,  Springfield,  son  of  Luke  Hitchcock. 
Jonathan  Hoit,  DeerfieTd,  son  of  David  Hoit. 
Jonathan  Scott,  Waterbury,  descendant,  John  Hawks. 
Eleazer  Hawks,  Dcerfield,  son  of  Eleazer  Hawks 
James  Harwood,  Concord,  son  of  Janies  Harwood 
John  Dond,  Middleton,  descendant.  Experience  Hmdal. 

Samuel  Hunt,  Tewksbery,  Samuel  Hunt. 

William  James,  Lebanon,  son  of  Abell  James. 

John  Ingram,  Hadley,  son  of  John  Ingram. 

Samuel  5ellet,  Hatfield,  son  of  ^^^'  ^^^^^ 

William  Jones.  Almsbury.  son  of  Hobert  Jones. 

Medad  King,  Northampton,  son  o^/^^" 

Francis  Keet,  Northampton,  son  of  F^anc  s  Kcct. 

Martin  Kellog,  Suffield.  son  of  Joseph  Kellog. 

John  Lee,  Westfield.  son  of  John  Lee. 

John  Lyman,  Northampton,  son  of  Jo»^°  Y"^/"" 

Joseoh  Leeds,  Dorchester,  son  of  Joseph  Leeds. 

Sh  L:ona;d,  Springfield,  son  of  Josm  L^or^^^^^^ 

Thomas  Miller,  Springfield,  son  of  Thomas  Miller. 
James  Mun,  Colcliester  James  Man 

Samuel  Pumroy,  N.  H..  son  of  Caleb JPumoy^ 
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Samuel  Slcbbins,  Springfield,  son  of  Samuel  Stcbbins. 
Luke  Noble,  Wcsthcid,  descendant,  Thomas  Slcbbins. 
Ebenezer  Smead,  Decrficld,  son  of  William  Smead. 
Joseph  Smith,  Hatfield,  son  of  John  Smith. 
James  Stephenson,  Springfield,  son  of  James  Stephenson. 
Thomas  Seldon,  Haddam,  son  of  Joseph  Seldon. 
Josiah  Scott,  Hatfield,  son  of  William  Scott. 
John  Sailer,  Churlestown,  son  of  John  Salter. 
William  Turner,  Swanzey,  grandson  of  Captain  Turner. 
Benjamin  Thomas,  StrafFord,  son  of  Benjamin  Thomas. 
Joseph  Winchell,  jr.  Suincld,  descendant,  Jonathan  Tailer. 
Samuel  Tyley,  Boston,  son  of  Samuel  Tyiey. 
Preserved  Wright,  N.  H.,  son  of  James  Wright. 
Cornelius  Webb,  Springfield,  son  of  John  Webb. 
Jonathan  Webb,  Stamford,  son  of  Richard  Webb. 
John  Wait,  Hatfield,  son  of  Benjamin  Wait. 
Eleazer  Wellcr,  Westfield,  son  .    Eleazer  Wellor. 
Thomas  Wells,  Deerfield,  son  of  j  homas  Wells. 
Ebenezer  Warriner,  Enfield,  son  of  Joseph  Warriner. 
Jonathan  Wells,  Decrficld,  Jonatlian  Wells. 
Wm.  Worthington,  Colchester,  son  Nicholas  Worthinglon. 
John  Scott,  Elbows,  grandson  of  John  Scott. 
Samuel  Colby,  Almsliury, 
Irgal  Newberry,  Maiden. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inlist  the  Officers 
and  Souldiers  in  the  Firjht,  Called  the  Fall  Fight, 
under  the  Command  of  Capt.  William  Turner, 
then  slain,  and  the  Descendants  of  such  as  arc 
deceased,  and  that  arc  Intituled  to  the  Grant  of 
this  Great  and  General  Court  made  them  of  a 
Township,  have  attended  many  times  that  Service 
A  List  of  ye  and  Returned  the  List  above  and  Aforesaid, 
Proprieury.  ^^ich  Contains  the  Person's  Names  Claiminp, 
and  from  whom  and  which  the  Committee  have 
accordingly  allowed,  nil  which  is  Submitted. 
WM.  DUDLEY, 
EZ.  LEWIS, 
JOHN  STODDARD, 
JOSEPH  DWIGHT, 
JOHN  WAINWRIGHT. 

Boston,  June,  1736. 
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In  Council,  June  23d,  1736,  Read,  and  ordered  that  this 
Report  be  Accepted,  Sent  down  for  Concurrence: 

SIMON  FROST,  Dept'i/  StcVy. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jan'y  19,  1736,  Read, 
and  ordered  that  this  Report  bo  accepted.    Sent  up  for 
Concurrence.  J.  QUINCY,  Spk'r. 

In  Council,  Jan'y  2lBt,  1736,  Read  and  Concurr'd. 

SIMON  FROST,  DepVy  Sec'ry. 
Consented  to,  J.  BELCHER. 

A  true  Copy,  Examin'd  pr.  SIMON  FROST,  Depl.Scc'ry. 

NatTiPS  of  the  raptivc»  who  were  taken  at  the  <l*«trurlion  of  tlic  town  of 
nrcrtichl,  Fell.  2!)th,  170.3 — t.  Drawn  up  by  llic  Rev.  Stcphtu  Williucn, 
of  Springfield,  »oon  after  his  return  from  Captivity. 


Mary  Alexander, 
Mary  Alexander,  jr. 
Joseph  Alexander,  (ran  a- 

way  the  first  night,) 
Sarali  Allen, 
Mary  Allis, 
Thomas  Baker, 
Simon  Beaumont, 
Hcpzibah  Belding,* 
John  Bridgman,  (ran  away 

in  the  meadow) 
Nathaniel  Brooks, 
Mary  Brooks,* 

Mary  Brooks,  jr. 

William  Brooks, 

Abigail  Brown, 

Benjamin  Burt, 

Hannah  Carter,* 

Hannah  Carter,  jr.* 

Mercy  Carter, 

Samuel  Carter, 

John  Carter, 

Ebenezer  Carter, 

Marah  Carter,* 

John  Catlin, 

Ruth  Catlin, 

Elizabeth  Corse,* 

Elizabeth  Corse,  jr. 


Da:niel  Crowfoot, 

Abigail  Dcnio, 

Sarah  Dickinson, 

Joseph  Eastman, 

Mary  Field, 

John  Field, 

Mary  Fold,  jr. 

Mary  Frary,* 

Thomas  French, 

Mary  French,* 

Mary  French,  jr. 

Thomas  French,  jr. 

Freedom  French, 

Martha  French, 

Abigail  French, 

Mary  Harris, 

Samuel  Hastings, 

Elizabeth  Hawks, 

Mehuman  Hinsdale, 

Mary  Hinsdale, 

Jacob  Hix,  (died  at  Coo«^ 

Deacon  David  Hoit,  (died 

at  Coos) 
Abigail  Hoit, 
Jonathan  Hoit, 
Sarah  Hoit, 
Ebenezer  Hoit, 
Abigail  Hoit,  jr. 
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Eliiaboth  Hull, 
Thomas  Hurst, 
Ebenezer  Hurst, 
Benoni  Hurst,* 
Sarah  Hurst, 
Sarah  Hurst,  jr. 
Elizabeth  Hurst, 
Hannah  Hurst, 
Martin  Kellogg, 
Martin  Kellogg,  jr. 
Joseph  Kellogg, 
Joanna  Kellogg, 
Rebecca  Kellogg, 
John  Marsh, 
Sarah  Mattoon,* 
Philip  Mattoon, 
Frank,*  (a  negro) 
Mehitable  Nims, 
Ebenezer  Nims, 
Abigail  Nims, 
Joseph  Petty, 
Sarah  Petty, 
Lydia  Pomeroy, 
Joshua  Pomeroy, 
Esther  Pomeroy,* 
Samuel  Price, 

Also  three  Frenchmen 
time  and  who  came  from 


Jemima  Richards, 
Josiah  Rising 
Hannah  Sheldon, 
Ebenezer  Shelden, 
Remembrance  Shelden, 
Mary  Shelden, 
John  Stebbins, 
Dorothy  Stebbins, 
John  Stebbins,  jr. 
Samuel  Stebbins, 
Ebenezer  Stebbins, 
Joseph  Stebbins, 
Thankful  Stebbins, 
Elizabeth  Stevens, 
Ebenezer  Warner, 
Waitstill  Warner,  jr.* 
Sarah  Warner, 
Rev.  John  Williams, 
Mrs.  Eunice  Williams,' 
Samuel  Williams, 
Stephen  Williams, 
Eunice  Williams,  jr. 
Esther  Williams, 
Warham  Williams, 
John  Weston, 
Judah  Wright. 

who  had  lived  in  Dccrficld  iom» 
Canada. 


NAMES  OF  THOSE  WHO  WERE   SLAIN   AT  THE  TAKINO  Or 
THE  TOWX. 


David  Alexander, 
Thomas  Carter, 
John  Catlin, 
Jonathan  Catlin, 
Sarah  Field, 
Samson  Frarj, 
John  French, 
Alice  Hawks, 


John  Hawks,  jr.  and  his 

wife. 
Thankful  Hawks, 
John  Hawks, 
Martha  Hawks, 
Samuel  Hinsdale, 
Joseph  Ingcrsol, 
Jonathan  Kellogg, 


*  Tbii  mark  deaifuitM  llioit  who  w«r«  ilitia  ia  ihi  mtadowi  »fi«r  tbr; 
l«ft  Ibt  t«wii. 
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Phillip  Mattoon's  wife  and 

child. 
Parthena,  (a  negro) 
Henry  Nims,* 
Mary  Nims,* 
Mehilable  Nims,* 
Sarah  Price, 
Mary  Root, 
Thomas  Shclden, 
Mercy  Shelden, 

SLAIN  IN 

Samuel  Allis, 
Serg.  Boltwood, 
Robert  Boltwood, 
Joseph  Catlin, 
Samuel  Foot, 


Samuel  Smead's  wife  and 

two  children, 
Elizabeth  Smcad, 
Martin  Sn'.ith, 
Serg.  Benoni  StebbinSi 
Andrew  Stevens, 
Mary  Weils, 
John  Williams,  jr. 
Jerusba  Williams. 


THB  MBADOW. 

David  Holt,  jr. 
Jonathan  Ingram, 
Serg.  Benjnmin  Wait, 
Nathaniel  Warner. 


Through  the  politeness  of  Mrs.  Jerusha  M.  Colton,  for- 
merly Miss  Williams,  of  Longmeadow,  n  descendant  of  the 
Rev.  John  Williams,  and  grand-dauglitcr  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Stephen  Williams,  Inte  of  Springfield,  I  am  indebted  for 
the  following  Journal  of  her  grandfather,  kept  during  hia 
captivity,  and  for  other  interesting  matter  relating  to  the 
early  Indian  war  in  this  town  and  vicinity,  written  by  him. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Rev.  Doctor  Stephen  Wil- 
liams was  a  son  of  Mr.  John  Williams,  and  was  taken  pris- 
oner with  him  at  the  last  destruction  of  the  town,  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years.  The  following  is  his  Journal  from  hia 
own  hand-writing; — 

ACCOUNT  OP  THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  THE  REV.  DOCTOR  STEPHEN 
WILLIAMS,  WRITTEN  DY  HIMSELF. 

What  b«fel  Stephen  Williiims  in  his  Captiriiy. 

On  the  last  of  February  1703—4,  the  French  and  In- 
dians came  and  surprised  our  fort  and  took  it,  and  aUer 
they  had  broken  into  our  house  and  took  us  prisoners,  they 
•  Theee  thre«  were  tnppoied  to  hare  been  bnrnt  to  death  iu  a  celUr. 
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barbarously  murdered  a  brother  and  sister  of  mine,  as  they 
did  several  of  our  neighbours.  They  riilcd  our  house  and 
then  marched  away  with  us  that  were  coptivcs,  and  set 
our  house  and  barn  on  fire,  as  they  did  the  greatest  part 
of  the  town.  When  the  greatest  part  of  llie  enemy  were 
gone  out  of  the  town,  there  camo  some  English  from  tlic 
ne.xt  town  that  drove  those  Indians  that  remained  in  the 
town  away,  but  they  were  quickly  driven  bock  again  by  the 
rest  of  the  army.  Nine  of  them  were  slain  as  they  retreated. 
Then  they  marched  a  little  further  and  stopped,  for  they 
had  several  wounded  men  that  hindered  llicm.  Tiicrc  ihcy 
told  us  that  if  the  English  pursued  llicy  would  kill  us,  oth- 
erwise they  would  not,  but  they  quickly  proved  tliemselves 
lia.-8,  for  before  they  departed  from  the  place  they  barba- 
rously murdered  n  child  of  about  two  years  old.  There  my 
master  took  away  my  English  shoes,  and  gave  me  Indian 
ones  in  the  room  of  tiiein,  which  I  think  were  better  to  travel 
in.  Then  we  marched  five  or  si.x  miles  further  \viicrc  wc 
took  up  our  lodgings.  Then  one  Englishman  ran  back  to 
Dccrficid,  which  provoked  them  much.  They  told  us  tliat 
if  any  more  ran  away  they  would  burn  the  rest.  There  they 
slew  our  negro  man.  The  next  morning  wc  travelled  about 
two  or  three  miles,  when  they  murdered  tiiy  ever  honored 
mother,  who  having  gone  over  a  small  river,  which  water 
running  very  swift  flung  her  down,  she  being  wet.  was  not 
able  to  travel  any  farther.  ^Ve  travelled  eight  or  nine  miles 
further  and  lodged  that  night.  There  some  were  di.slurbed, 
for  some  had  five  or  si.x  captives,  nnd  others  none.  They 
then  called  the  captives  together  to  make  a  more  equal  dis- 
tribution, but  I  remained  with  niy  former  master.  Here 
they  scarchfcd  mo  AkA  took  away  my  silver  buttons  and 
buckles  which  I  had  on  my  sliirt.  Before  we  came  to  a 
small  river,  named  West  River,  about  tiiirfy  miles  above 
Deerfield.  They  murdered  three  or  four  persons  whr-n  they 
came  to  the  West  River,  where  they  had  slays  and  'logs 
with  which  they  drew  their  wounded  men.  They  travelled 
(wo  thought)  as  if  they  designed  to  kill  us  all,  for  they  t-av- 
elled  thirty-five  or  forty  miles  a  day. 

Hero  they  killed  near  a  dozen  women  and  children,  for 
their  manner  was,  if  any  loitered,  to  kill  them.  My  feet 
were  very  sore,  solhot  I  was  afraid  they  would  kill  me  also. 
We  rested  on  the  Sabbath  day  ;  they  gave  my  father  liberty 
to  preach.  Here  wc  sang  a  psalm,  for  they  requested  of 
10 
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US  a  song.  The  next  day  we  travelled  a  grer'  way  farther 
than  wc  had  at  any  time  before.  About  the  middle  of  the 
day,  some  that  were  in  the  rear  fired  at  some  gccsc  that 
flew  over,  which  put  them  into  considerable  fright,  for  they 
thought  that  the  English  were  come  up  with  them.  Then 
(hey  began  to  bind  the  prisoners,  and  to  prepare  them- 
selves lor  battle,  but  when  they  understood  what  was  the 
matter,  they  shot  a  volley  for  joy,  boasting  that  the  English 
could  not  overtake  thcin. 

I,  coming  to  my  honored  father,  he  told  me  he  was  taken 
lame  in  his  ankle,  which  he  sprained  in  the  full  of  the  year. 
He  said  likewise  he  thought  he  should  be  killed,  and  if  1 
should  live  to  get  to  Canada,  to  tell  them  who  I  was,  Stc. 
which  then  did  terrify  mc  much,  but  it  pleased  the  (Lord) 
to  strengthen  him  to  perform  his  journey. 

The  next  day  was  a  tempestuous  day,  and  I  froze  my 
great  toe  of  my  left  foot ;  the  day  after,  which  was  Wednes- 
day, my  master  bid  mc  go  down  to  the  river  with  him  very 
early  in  the  morning,  which  startled  me,  for  he  did  not  use 
to  be  so  early.  There  that  river  parted,  and  I  went  up  one 
branch  and  my  father  with  my  brother  and  sisters  another. 
I  never  saw  my  father  for  fourteen  months.  1  did  not  eat 
any  thing  in  the  morning,  yet  must  travel  all  day,  yea  I 
travelled  till  about  nine  o'clock  at  night  without  one  morsel 
of  victuals.  I  trave  lled  about  fifty  miles  that  day  and  night, 
For  my  supper  I  had  one  spoonful  of  Indian  corn,  i.i  the 
morning  five  or  si.x  kernels,  but  must  travel.  Then  we  left 
the  river  and  travelled  about  noon  on  the  west  side  of  that 
river.  Wc  came  to  two  wigwams,  \\hcre  we  found  the 
si^ns  of  Indians  but  no  Indians,  (in  those  wigwams  they 
left  their  sacks  and  went  a  hunting,  if  perhaps  they  might 
find  some  moose  buried  in  the  snow  by  the  hunting  Indians 
but  could  not  find  any.) 

I  wandered  about  and  lost  myself  and  boll. .wed.  Wy 
mas'tcr  came  to  me,  and  was  very  angry  with  me.  Ho 
lifted  up  the  breach  of  his  ^un  in  order  to  kill  mc,  but  Uod 
kept  back  his  hand,  for  which  I  desire  his  name  might  be 
praised.  The  Indians  will  never  allow  any  body  to  hollow 
in  the  woods.  Their  manner  is  to  make  a  noise  like  wolves 
or  other  wild  creatures,  when  they  would  call  to  one  another. 
My  master  sent  the  Indian  lad  and  I  to  those  w.gwams,  but 
he  himself  took  his  gun  and  went  a  hunting  y-'V  there  were 
only  we  three  in  company,  we  had  left  all  that  army.)   W  c 
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made  a  firo  but  had  no  victuals  to  dress,  only  a  moose's 
paunch  and  bones,  which  the  Indians  had  left.  W'e  look  the 
paunch  and  boiled  it  without  cleansing  of  it,  for  what  was  on 
it  served  for  thickening  the  broth.  There  we  tarried  tliat 
night,  and  the  next  day  till  about  noon,  tiien  tiicre  came  an 
Indian  girl  and  brought  us  some  moose's  meat  dried,  wliicli 
I  thought  was  tlie  best  victuals  ever  I  eat.  ^Vc  (ravelled 
with  (he  Indian  girl  about  ten  miles  wlicrc  was  two  wig- 
wams. My  master  that  left  us  (he  day  before  was  got  there. 
Wliilc  wo  tarried  here,  (he  French  (iiat  were  in  tlio  army 
pulsed  by.  Within  a  day  or  two  we  (ravelled  seven  or  eight 
miles  nor(hward  (o  a  place  where  tiicy  had  kiilcd  some 
moose,  where  they  made  wigwams  (for  tiicir  manner  was 
when  they  kiilcd  any  moose  to  move  to  thcrn  and  lie  by 
them  till  they  had  eaten  (hem  up.)  Now  (here  was  (wo 
Englishmen  of  our  (own  in  company  with  mc,  who  came 
from  (he  army,  to  wit.  Deacon  lloi(,  and  one  Jacob  Hi.\, 
a  soldier,  (now  my  master  was  not  yet  come  to  liis  own 
family.)  From  hence  lie  went  to  look  for  liis  family,  and 
wi(hin  a  day  or  two  sent  for  inc.  I  thought  (his  was  hard 
to  go  away  alone  (that  is  (o  any  English  person.)  Here  I 
left  Deac.  Hoit  and  Jacob  Ilix.  Dnac.  Iloit  I  never  saw 
more,  for  lie  was  dead  before  I  came  from  hun(ing.  I  went 
with  the  messenger,  and  after  a  tedious  day 's  travel  came  (o 
my  master's  family,  lie  gave  mc  to  his  brolhcr  with  whom 
I  continued  two  or  three  months  thcrcabcuts  hunting  moose, 
bears,  and  beavers.  But  when  I  first  arri\  cd  here  they  were 
extraordinary  kind,  took  care  of  my  toe  which  was  i'rozen, 
would  not  suffer  mc  to  do  any  work,  gave  mc  deer  skin  to 
lie  on,  and  a  bear  skin  to  cover  nic  withal,  but  tliis  did  not 
last  long,  for  I  was  forced  to  carry  sucii  a  pack  when  I 
travelled  that  I  could  not  rise  up  without  some  help,  was 
forced  to  cut  wood,  and  carry  it  sometimes  a  considerable 
way  on  my  back.  .Vfter  that  manner  I  lived  till  their  hunt- 
ing time  was  over,  witliout  any  society  but  the  iiiiiuman 
pagans. 

We  travelled  with  the  design  to  <rn  to  Cownss,  w  here 
was  their  rendezvous;  but  bclore  we  had  go(  qui(e  (here  w(! 
met  some  Indians  that  slopped  us.  They  (uld  us  that  all 
the  Indians  were  a  coming  away  from  Cowass,  which  within 
a  day  or  two  came  (o  be  true.  Now  the  reason  of  their 
deserting  that  place  was  this;  there  came  an  I'^nglishman 
with  six  of  our  Indians,  and  destroyed  a  faniily  ol'  Ind.ans 
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about  twenty  miles  from  Cowass.  Here  we  staid  where 
these  Indians  met  ua,  a  month  or  six  weeks,  sulTcred  much 
for  want  of  provisions,  for  there  was  not  much  to  be  got  a 
hunting  there,  and  if  tliat  was  any  thing,  it  was  nothing 
among  so  many.  Tlic  chief  of  our  provision  was  roots  of 
s<'veral  sorts  and  bark  of  treen.  Here  I  met  the  ahovesaid 
Jacob  Hix,  Deacon  Iloit  was  already  dead  for  wart  of 
provision.  This  Mix  looked  like  a  ghost,  was  nolliing  hut 
.skin  and  bone,  could  scarce  go,  had  no  victuals  hut  what  he 
got  himself  (for  he  had  been  at  Cowass  with  the  Indians  a 
planting  corn,  when  i>e  suffered  much  for  want  of  provis- 
ion.) 1  was  better  ofl'  than  they,  while  I  was  hunting,  wc 
had  meat  enough,  but  neither  bread  nor  salt  to  cat  with  it. 

There  was  in  company  now  one  Mr.  Bradley,  cf  Haver- 
hill, and  one  Hannah  Eastman,  one  Daniel  Avery  of  Hav- 
erhill, and  one  IMrs.  Jones,  and  Margaret  Ihigins,  her 
maid,  he.  who  were  taken  at  Northampton  farms. 

Now  from  hence  we  set  away  for  Canada,  my  master  had 
so  much  lumber  to  carry,  that  wc  were  forced  to  carry  a 
pack  a  mile  or  two,  and  go  back  and  fetch  another,  which 
was  very  tedious.    Jacob  Hix  died  at  the  first  carrying 
place  of  the  French  River,  (now  Onion  Iliver.)   This  was 
an  exceedingly  tedious  march  to  me,  wc  being  so  loaded. 
The  other  Indians  left  us.   1  suffered  much  in  this  journey, 
for  when  we  came  to  the  French  river,  it  was  as  much  as  our 
canoe  would  carry  our  lumber,  the  water  was  so  shal- 
low, so  that  I  was  forced  to  travel  a  foot,  on  that  bank, 
which  cut  out  my  shoes,  niy  feet  were  much  galled,  and  one 
or  two  of  my  tors  almost  cut  off  v,-(h  the  stones.    I  had 
little  or  nothing  to  eat.    My  master  killed  a  duck  one  day 
in  the  river,  and  for  my  part  I  had  the  guts,  which  I  laid  on 
the  coals  wifhmit  cleansing  them,  which  seemed  a  .sweet 
morsel  to  me.  They  did  cat  skins,  &.c.  but  when  we  arrived 
at  the  lake,  we  were  supplied  with  fish  and  fowl,  for  there 
is  a  great  number  both  of  fisii  and  fowl.    The  Indian  boys 
do  kill  the  geese  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  tliey  are  so 
bold.    Fish  are  easily  taken  with  hooks.    One  day  as  wo 
sailed  on  the  lake,  two  v^ung  Indians  shot  a  fi.sh  \vith  a 
bullet  and  took  it  into  the  ranoo.    It  was  as  large  as  I  am. 
I  arrived  to  Shamblco  in  August,  which  was  about  half  a 
year  from  the  time  I  was  taken.    The  French  were  kind  to 
me  gave  me  bread,  which  I  had  not  eaten  in  a  great  while. 
They  told  me  my  father  and  bi...licrs  and  sisters  were  got 
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to  Canada,  which  I  was  glad  to  hear  of,  for  I  was  afraid 
my  youngest  brother  was  killed. 

While  I  tan  icd  here,  a  Frenchman  canie  and  desired  the 
Indians  to  let  me  go  with  him,  which  they  did.  I  went  with 
the  Frenchman,  who  gave  me  some  victuals,  and  made  me 
lie  down  in  his  couch,  which  my  masters' son  perceiving, 
told  his  father  wlio  thought  ho  did  it  to  hide  rne,  and  did 
design  to  steal  me;  upon  which  tic  came  up  and  fetched  me 
away,  and  would  not  let  me  go  to  the  fort  any  more,  for 
which  I  suffered.  (While  I  was  here  the  P'rcnch  dressed 
my  'cct  that  were  wounded,  at  whicii  the  Indians  seemed 
to  be  vexed.) 

From  hence  we  went  towards  Sorcl,  but  tarried  a  day  or 
two  near  a  Frenchman's  house,  about  three  miles  from 
Shamblce,  who  was  kind  to  me,  and  wotild  have  lodged  me 
in  his  house,  but  the  Indians  would  not  allow  of  it,  mistrust- 
ing he  would  convey  me  away  r:  the  night  privately.  From 
hence  we  went  to  Sorel  and  as  soon  as  we  had  landed, 
there  came  a  woman  across  the  river  on  purpose  to  bring 
me  some  victuals,  and  seemed  to  pity  me. 

Hero  we  tarried  a  day  or  two,  my  master  bid  me  go  to 
the  fort  a  visiting,  which  was  about  four  score  rods  oil'.  1 
went,  and  at  a  TVenchman's  persuasion  tarried  all  night, 
and  till  next  day  about  noon,  when  my  master  came  for  me ; 
ho  was  very  angry  with  me,  and  after  tliat  would  never  suf- 
fer me  to  go  to  a  French  house  alone.  I'rom  this  place  we 
went  to  St.  Francis,  the  Indian  fort.  My  master  could  not 
comply  with  their  rites  and  customs,  whereupon  he  went  to 
Albany  and  gave  mc  to  his  kinsman  Sagamore  George. 
(Now  this  George  when  I  was  at  Cowass,  told  the  French 
Governor  that  I  was  his  prisoner,  whereas  then  he  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  me,  whereupon  the  Governor  impo>vcrcd  one 
Mr.  Shamblce,  a  captain,  to  buy  rne,  who  made  a  bargain 
with  George,  give  liim  earnest  money.)  Now  being  put 
into  his  hands,  lie  was  not  willing  that  the  French  should 
know  it,  but  having  a  desire  to  go  to  Shamblee,  the  place 
where  Monsieur  Shamblce  lived,  took  me  with  him,  but 
within  ten  miles  of  Shomblec,  left  me  alone  in  the  woods, 
while  he,  with  those  that  were  with  him  went  to  .Shamblce. 

Aflcr  ho  came  to  Sliambleo,  we  went  a  hunting,  caught 
about  eighty  beaver  in  the  brook  which  run  into  the  river 
between  Shamblce  and  .Sorel.    After  we  had  done  hunlmg 
wo  went  again  to  St.  P'raucis  fort,  where  I  continued  tiU 
10' 
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towards  spring,  and  then  removed  because  the  small-pox 
was  among  the  Indians,  and  my  master's  children  had  not 
had  it,  so  he  removed.  Hut  while  I  remained  there.  Mon- 
sieur Shamhiee  heard  that  I  was  with  Sagamore  George, 
and  came  to  buy  me.  1  seemed  to  be  willing  to  go  with 
him,  at  which  tho  Indians  were  much  disturbed  ana  would 
not  let  me  go,  because  I  shewed  a  forwardness  to  go,  and 
did  likewise  threaten  to  kill  me,  did  complain  to  tlie  Jesuit, 
who  came  and  said  to  me,  "What,  no  love  Indian,  they 
have  sa^ed  your  life,  Stc." 

It  is  no  wonJcr  that  the  children  that  arc  small  will  not 
speak  to  their  friends  when  they  come  to  see  them,  but  they 
will  scofTat  and  deride  them,  because  the  Indinns  have  so 
taught  them,  and  will  be  angry  if  they  do  otherwise. 

While  I  lived  here,  I  observed  that  some  English  chil- 
dren would  scoff  at  mc  (when  before  the  Indians,  worse 
than  the  Indian  children)  but  when  ulone  they  would  talk 
familiarly  with  me  in  English,  about  their  own  country,  &.c. 
whereas  when  before  the  Indians  they  would  pretend  that 
they  could  not  speak  English.  Here  the  Indians  did  say 
something  to  mc  about  religion,  but  not  much,  being  east- 
ern Indians  were  not  zealous  as  the  Macquas  are. 

The  French  Governor  after  he  heard  1  was  in  the  conn- 
try,  because  of  my  father's  intrcaties,  was  ofien  sending  to 
the  Indians  to  b\iy  me,  who  were  quite  wearied  out  because 
of  tho  many  messages  he  sent.  The  (jovcrnor  was  not  wil- 
ling to  give  above  thirty  crowns,  whereas  they  stood  for 
forty.  At  length  being  wearied  out,  my  master  went  to  the 
Jesuit,  and  got  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  would  have  mc  write 
to  my  father  (for  we  had  heard  he  was  learned,  and  had 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year  allowed  him,  which  I  believe 
some  of  them  believed.)  After  he  had  got  paper  he  takes 
another  Indian  with  him  that  could  speak  good  English  who 
were  to  indite  for  mc.  The  substance  of  tlie  letter  was  this, 
that  if  they  did  not  buy  mc  before  spring,  they  would  not 
sell  me  afterwards,  and  that  he  must  give  forty  crowns  for 
me.  They  carried  it  to  the  Jesuit,  who  could  speak  Eng- 
lish, to  read,  to  see  whether  I  had  written  as  they  ordered 
me,' and  when  thoy  found  I  had  they  were  well  pleased. 

My  master  had  a  mind  to  go  hunting,  and  would  have 
taken  me  vith  him,  but  because  he  sent  such  word,  that 
they  most  buy  by  such  a  time,  he  left  me  at  home,  that  I 
might  be  ready  if  they  should  send  to  buy  me,  and  when 
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Capt.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Sheldon  were  come  to  Canada, 
my  mistress  thought  there  would  be  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, and  lest  the  French  should  then  take  mc  away  for 
nothing,  she  removed  up  in  the  woods,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  river,  that  if  they  came  they  miglit  not  find  me; 
while  on  a  certain  day  my  mistress  went  to  a  French  house 
to  get  victuals,  and  ordered  mo  to  spend  my  day  in  getting 
wood,  but  it  proved  a  tempestuous  day,  and  we  had  half  a 
cart  load  at  the  door,  which  is  a  great  deal  for  Indinns  to 
have,  so  that  I  did  not  get  any.  When  she  came  iiomc, 
being  disturbed  by  the  French,  asked  what  I  had  been  doing, 
they  replied  nothing,  at  which  nhc  was  very  angry.  I  will 
not  beat  you  myself,  says  she,  for  my  husband  ordered  mc 
to  the  contrary,  hut  will  tell  the  Jesuit,  the  next  time  ho 
comes.  Now  they  were  not  gone  so  far  but  that  the  Jesuit 
knew  where  they  were,  who  often  visited  them.  \N'ilhin 
a  day  or  two  the  Jesuit  comes.  She  was  as  good  as  her 
word,  did  complain.  He  takes  me  out  and  wliipt  me  with 
a  whip  with  six  cords,  several  knots  in  encli  cord. 

yVfter  a  few  days,  he  comes  again,  and  brings  mc  a  loiter 
from  my  father,  by  which  I  understood  he  was  a  prisoner 
as  well  as  I,  which  I  told  the  Indians,  who  said  tlicy  be- 
lieved it.  lie  likewise  said  in  his  letter  that  the  Governor 
of  New-England  would  take  care  we  should  be  rcdccmcil. 

Whilst  I  lived  here,  I  made  about  fourscore  weight  of 
sugar  with  the  sap  of  ma[)lc  trees,  for  the  Indinns.  My  mis- 
tress had  a  mind  to  go  to  Sorcl,  and  because  there  was  r 
barrel  of  sap  to  boil,  she  sent  me  to  the  sugar  place  over 
night  to  boil  it,  that  so  we  might  go  in  the  morning.  I  went 
and  kept  a  good  fire  under  the  kettle,  liltle  thinking  of  its 
coming  to  sugar  till  it  was  spoiled  for  want  of  stirring,  for 
tho  manner  is  to  stir  it  when  it  comes  almost  to  sugar,  for 
which  they  were  very  angry,  and  would  not  give  inc  any 
victuals. 

It  being  now  spring  we  went  in  cnnccs  to  Sorel,  and  so 
soon  as  we  had  got  there,  the  woman  that  brought  me  vict- 
uals across  the  river  when  I  was  there  before,  came  nnd 
desired  of  the  Indians  to  let  mc  go  to  llie  fort,  which  thry 
consented  to.  I  went,  but  remembering  llic  had  en'ccl  of 
tarrying  all  night  before,  dur.st  not  do  so  again  without  tlic 
Indians'  leave.  I  went  to  the  Indians,  and  carried  them 
some  victuals,  and  asked  them  to  let  mc  lie  at  the  fort, 
which  they  granted.  I  kept  hero  about  a  fortnight  nnd  Iny 
at  the  fort  every  niglit. 
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The  French  were  very  kind,  provided  victunls  for  mc, 
and  would  give  mo  some  to  carry  to  the  Indians  which 
pleased  them  well.  As  we  went  back  to  St.  Francis  fort, 
we  met  a  French  canoe,  who  told  us  that  the  French  Gov- 
ernor would  come  to  St.  Francis  fort  quickly,  upon  which 
my  mistress  said  to  me,  your  time  is  short  you  have  to  live 
with  me,  (truly  I  hoped  it  was.) 

When  we  came  to  St.  PVancis  we  went  to  master's  land, 
where  I  began  to  make  preparation  to  plant  corn,  but  before 
we  began  to  plant,  the  Governor  came  and  bought  me,  af- 
ter a  long  parley,  for  forty  crowns.  With  him  I  went  to 
Sorel,  where  I  met  with  Capt.  Livingston,  and  several  cap- 
tives. Capt.  Livingston  told  mc  I  should  go  home  to  New- 
England  with  him,  which  revived  me  much  to  think  of  go- 
ing home,  but  the  Governor  quickly  altered  his  mind,  said 
I  must  not  go  from  hence. 

I  went  down  to  Quebec  with  the  Lord  Infendant.  When 
I  came  to  Quebec,  I  fonnd  several  Knglish  jjcople  that 
were  prisoners.  Here  one  Mr.  Hill  took  care  of  me,  cut 
my  hair  for  me,  (now  my  hair  was  like  an  Indian's,  one  side 
long,  and  the  other  short.)  He  got  me  a  shirt,  and  a  pair 
of  breeches,  and  a  jacket  and  stockings. 

From  hence  on  the  1 1  th  of  May  I  was  sent  to  live  with  my 
father  at  Chatcauviche.  While  I  lived  here,  the  French  were 
very  courteous  and  kind  to  me,  as  they  were  to  my  father. 
This  seemed  almost  home  to  me  because  I  was  got  to  my 
father  who  I  had  not  seen  for  fourteen  months.  When  Mr. 
Dudley  came  to  Canada,  my  father  and  I  was  sent  for  up  to 
Quebec.  When  we  were  at  Quebec,  Capt.  Courtamouch 
took  us  to  his  house  and  entertained  us  very  nobly.  He 
said  he  received  kindness  at  New-England.  ^yhiIe  we 
were  at  Quebec,  the  Seminary,  a  famous  building,  was 
burnt.  And  upon  Mr.  Dudley  and  Capt.  Vetch  petitipning, 
the  Governor  gave  mc  liberty  to  come  home,  and  accordingly 
I  came  away  on  the  I2th  ofOctobcr,  1705,  but  I  leH  my  hon- 
ored father  and  brothers  and  si?tcrs  behind,  and  after  a 
tedious  voyage,  I  arrived  safe  at  Boston,  in  New-England, 
on  the  21  St  of  November,  1705.  And  I  desire  that  the 
name  of  God  may  be  praised  and  adored  for  his  wonderful 
goodness  to  me  in  sparing  my  life  when  I  was  as  it  were, 
on  the  brink  of  eternity,  and  that  he  stayed  the  hands  of 
those  that  took  up  their  weapons  to  slay  mo  with  them. 

N.  B.  That  while  with  the  Indians  I  was  in  great  danger 
of  being  drowned  several  times. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  SERMON 

PrrarhrH  nt  MariRficliI,  Aiiijujt  4,  1741,  at  a  lime  kcI  npnrt  f.ir  prnyrr  f.ir 
llie  revival  of  rrli?ioii,  anil  on  liclinir  ol'  Mrs.  I'.iinirc,  llir  rl.iiisliirr  i>f  tlic 
Rev.  Mr.  Jiilin  \Villi:iini>,  (furincrlv  r;ii<loi-  of  DccrlicKI)  uho  \v;ih  ilicn  rin  a 
visit  llicrr,  fnirn  Ciin:!!!:!,  wlurc  j-ln-  lins  Imoii  liiiii;  in  cipmiiy:  In  Sulumoii 
Williams,  A.  .M.,  I'astoi-  of  the  first  Clmrcli  in  I.clianoii. 

"You  may  well  think  I  have  all  along  iiad  some  special 
c;'e  to  the  uncommon  occasion  of  ])raycr  at  this  time;  that 
PERso.v  here  present  with  us,  who  lias  been  for  a  long  time 
in  a  miserable  captivity,  with  a  barbarous  and  licathcn  peo- 
ple now  for  more  than  thirty-eight  years;  yet  among  that  peo- 
ple bred  up  in  Popish  superstition,  blindness  and  bigotry, 
who,  by  the  Providence  of  God,  came  last  year,  and  now 
again  with  her  liusband,  and  two  of  licr  cliildrcn  on  a  visit 
to  her  friends  in  New-England.  Some  of  you  know  well, 
and  I  am  sure  I  do,  how  long  she  has  been  tlie  subject  of' 
|)rayer;  what  numberless  prayers  have  been  put  up  to  God 
for  her  by  many  liolij  sotih  now  in  Heaven.'  as  w  cU  as  many 
who  yet  remain  on  earth?  How  many  groans  and  fervent 
prayers  can  these  ears  witness  to  have  uttered  and  brcatlicd 
forth  with  n  sort  of  burning  and  unquenchable  ardor  from 
the  pious  and  holy  soul  of  her  dear  I-'athcr,  now  Aviih  (iod. 
I  know  not  that  ever  I  heard  him  pray  after  his  own  return 
from  captivity  without  a  remembrance  cf  her;  that  God 
would  return  her  to  his  sanctuary,  and  the  enjoyment  oT 
the  Gospel  light  and  grace  in  tliat  purity  and  simplicity  in 
which  it  shines  in  our  land.  But  in  tills  it  seemed  as  iChn 
never  could  be  denied;  that  God  would  not  let  licr  perish 
in  Popisli  superstition  and  ignorance;  but  let  her  place  be 
where  it  would,  that  he  would,  as  lie  easily  could,  find 
some  way  for  deliverance  from  tiiose  snares  and  lliick  laid 
stratagems  of  the  devil  to  beguile  and  ruin  poor  souls,  and 
make  her  a  monument  ofhis  glorious  and  Almighty  grace. 
And  this  he  was  wont  to  do  with  such  expressions  of  failli 
in  God,  and  holy  fervors  ofhis  soul  as  seemed  to  brcallic 
himself  and  her  into  the  arms  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 
God  did  not  give  him  leave  to  see  the  performance  of  his 
wishes  and  desires  for  her,  but  took  thcin  to  sulisfy  him  in 
(iod  himself,  and  make  him  perfectly  know  that  not  a  tittle 
of  the  covenant  should  ever  fail;  and  left  !ier  in  the  same 
state  to  try  the  faith,  and  call  forth  the  |)rayers  of  his  peo- 
ple still.  We  now  see  some  dawnings  towards  her  deliv- 
erance, and  11  ving  hopes  of  it ;  lliougli  nil  endeavors  o(  utmi 
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to  persuade  her  here  have  been  heretofore  tried  in  vain; 
it  has  pleased  God  to  inchne  her  the  last  summer,  and  now 
again  of  her  own  accord  to  make  a  visit  to  her  friends;  and 
seems  to  encourage  us  to  hope  that  Ho  designs  to  answer 
the  many  prayers  which  have  been  put  up  for  her,  and  by 
the  mighty  power  of  his  Providence  and  grace  to  give  us 
one  extraordinary  conviction  that  lie  is  a  God  hearing 
prayer." 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  to  mo  from  Mrs.  Jerusha 
M.  Colton  on  the  same  subject,  dated,  Longmeadow,  May 
26th,  1836,  is  highly  interesting,  and  I  have  no  doubt  she 
will  pardon  mo  for  the  freedom  I  have  taken  in  transcrib- 
ing it: — 

"I  send  you  an  old  sermon,  thinking  the  occasion  of  it 
might  interest  you,  if  you  have  never  seen  it.  Here  is  an- 
other testimony  of  one  personally  acquainted  with  my  great- 
grandfather, of  his  deep  piety,  and  I  think  a  remarkable 
expression  of  it. 

My  aunt  Eunice  was  indeed  the  object  of  great  solicitude. 
I  have  heard  my  dear  mother  say  of  my  grandfather,  as  it 
is  here  said  of  my  father,  that  she  never  heard  liim  pray 
without  remembering  her.  She  made  her  first  visit  here  in 
1740.  My  uncle  Eleazer,  of  Mansfield,  Mr.  Meacham, 
Esther's  husband,  and  my  grand-father,  met  their  dear  and 
long  lost  sister  in  Albany.  The  affair  was  negociated  en- 
tirely by  their  friends  the  Schuylers.  It  was  with  difficulty 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  come  to  Albany,  and  she  reso- 
lutely determined  to  come  no  farther,  for  fear  she  should  be 
detained;  but  they  finally  persuaded  her  and  her  husband 
to  come  to  Longmeadow  and  (here  visit  their  other  friends; 
finding,  although  they  were  urged  to  stay,  that  they  would 
not  be  compelled  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
they  came  the  next  year  with  two  children  and  staid  several 
montlis,  visiting  their  friends  in  Hoslon  and  elsewhere.  The 
Legislature  of  the  state  granted  tliem  a  tract  of  land,  if  they 
would  plant  themselves  in  New-England,  but  she  positively 
refused,  on  this  ground,  that  it  would  endanger  her  soul. 
She  visited  here  twice  afterwards,  and  lived  to  a  great 
age." 
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CAPT.  Stoddard's  journal  of  his  scout  from  deerfield 

TO  onion  or  FRENCH  RIVER  IN  1707. 
From  the  old  papers  of  (lie  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  Williann,  of  Springfield. 

Captain  Stoddard  set  away  from  Deerfield  the  28th  of 
April,  with  twelve  men,  and  Wednesday  was  a  fortnight 
after  they  trucked  Indians  upon  the  French  river,  and  (hey 
followed  them  till  Saturday  night;  and  at  which  (ime  they 
had  got  to  the  lust  carrying  place,  and  was  quite  discour- 
aged, and  concluded  that  they  had  got  so  far  out  of  their 
reach  that  they  could  not  overtake  them,  and  (hrcc  of  (hem 
had  a  mind  (o  take  their  canoe  which  was  all  they  had  which 
was  serviceable,  and  go  to  Shamblce  and  get  a  Frenchman 
or  more  if  they  could,  and  set  awny  upon  the  Inko,  and  was 
drove  by  a  contrary  wind  upon  a  point  of  land,  and  there 
they  discovered  some  Indians,  and  two  of  (hem  staid  at  tlic 
canoe,  and  the  third,  namely,  John  Wells  went  to  observe 
their  motions;  and  after  we  had  gone  a  little  way  he  saw 
a  person  with  his  back  towards  him,  she  being  in  a  plain 
place  so  that  he  could  not  get  away  from  being  discovered, 
and  he  was  loath  to  shoot  because  he  was  in  hopes  of  get- 
ting more  booty;  and  whilst  he  was  thinking,  the  person 
rose  up  and  stood  a  little  while,  and  for  fear  of  being  dis- 
covered he  shot,  and  she  fell  down.  He  took  his  hatchet 
out  of  his  girdle  and  ran  up  to  her  to  cut  off  its  head,  and 
then  he  saw  it  had  a  white  face  which  very  much  startled 
him;  and  she  spoke,  saying,  Netop,  Netop,  my  master. 
He  ran  (o  the  canoe,  and  they  set  off.  The  Indians  shot 
two  or  three  guns,  which  he  judged  they  were  (o  alarm  one 
another,  and  they  overtook  the  rest  of  (heir  company  the 
same  day  just  at  night,  and  then  they  set  away  lor  home, 
and  arrived  there  the  30tli  of  May.  }?y  their  describing  of 
the  person  that'  was  killed,  uncle  (Rev.  .lohn  Williams) 
thinks  it  was  an  eastward  captive,  namely,  .Jchannah  Arda- 
nav.  And  \Vell3  saith  he  thought  it  was  she  as  soon  as  he 
saw  her  face.    Here  I  have  sent  you  a  short  account. 

EXTRACT  FROM  REV.  DR.  STEPHEN  WILLIAMS*  JOURNAL. 

Septe.mrer  16,  1G96.  John  Smcad  and  John  Gillet, 
being  in  the  woods  hunting  bees  were  beset  by  a  company 
of  French  Mohawks.  Gillet  was  taken  prisoner,  and  John 
Smcad  escaped.  The  Indians  fearing  a  discovery  by  Smcad, 
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sixteen  of  them  hastened  away  towards  the  town,  and  three 
'vcre  left  with  John  Gillet.  It  being  lecture  day  the  peo- 
ple were  got  out  of  the  meadows  tliat  so  they  might  attend 
the  lecture,  so  that  the  enemy  came  as  far  as  Mr.  Daniel 
Belding's  house,*  that  was  within  gun  shot  of  the  fort.  Mr. 
Bclding  being  belated  about  his  work  was  but  just  got  home 
from  the  Held,  and  left  his  cart  that  was  loaded  with  corn,  and 
went  into  the  house  and  left  the  team  with  the  cart,  and  the 
Indians  rushed  upon  them,  and  took  him  prisoner  and  his 
son  Nathaniel,  aged  22  years,  and  his  daughter  Esther, 
aged  13  years,  and  killed  his  wife  and  his  son  Daniel,  and 
John,  and  his  daughter  Thankful.  They  took  his  son  Sam- 
uel from  the  cart,  but  he  kicked,  and  scratched,  and  bit  so 
that  the  Indian  set  him  down,  and  struck  the  edge  of  his 
hatchet  into  the  pate  of  his  head,  and  then  pulled  out  his 
hatchet,  and  left  him  for  dead.  His  brains  followed  the 
hatchet  but  he  revived,  and  got  to  the  fort,  where  there  was 
care  _lakcn_oiLhmv  and  notwithstanding  the  wound  that  he 
had,  it  pleased  God  his  life  was  spared,  and  his  wound 
healed,  and  he  is  yet  living.  He  was  once  or  twice  ac- 
counted to  be  dead,  and  once  accounted  as  dead  a  day  or 
two  after  his  being  wounded.  Abigail  Belding,  another 
daughter  was  shot  in  the  arm  as  she  was  running  to  the  fort, 
but  it  was  generally  thought  the  bullet  that  struck  her  came 
from  the  fort.  Sarah  Bclding,  another  of  the  daughters  hid 
herself  amongst  some  tobacco  in  the  chamber,  and  so  es- 
caped. The  people  in  the  foi  t  being  then  at  tlie  public  wor- 
ship, were  alarmed,  shot  from  the  I'ort  and  wounded  one  of 
the  enemy  in  the  fkshy  part  of  the  thigh.  The  Indians  fired 
at  the  fort,  and  wounded  one  Mr.  Williams  as  he  went  out 
of  the  gate.  The  enemy  presently  withdrew  (were  not  one 
quarter  of  an  hour  indoing  the  exjdoit)  and  were  followed  by 
some  brisk  young  men  into  the  meadow,  who  cnme  within 
thirty  rods  of  them,  and  fired  at  them,  and  the  Indians  at 
them  again  without  damage  on  either  side.  The  Indians 
killed  some  cattle  that  were  feeding  in  the  meadows,  and  a 
boy  that  had  the  care  of  the  cattle  hid  himself  in  the  weeds 
and  escaped.  The  enemy  went  up  the  Green  river  and  carnc 
to  their  companions  they  had  left  with  Gillct.  John  Smcad 
came  into  the  house  soon  after  Mr.  Belding's  family  wore 
well  off.    The  tirst  night  the  enemy  lodged  in  a  round  hole 
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near  the  river  above  the  rock  in  N.  H.  and  fi  oni  llicnce  pur- 
sued their  way  to  Canada  by  ttip  wuy  uf  Otter  Creek,  leav- 
ing Connecticut  river,  Jtc.  Wlien  they  came  near  Otter 
Creek,  they  came  upon  some  trucks  of  All)nny  Indians 
that  were  going  to  Canada,  for  in  thDsc  times  tlic  Indians 
from  Albany  were  wont  to  go  a  sculping,  as  they  call  it,  to 
Canada,  they  sent  out  their  scouts,  and  were  upon  the  loolv 
out,  and  at  length  discovered  their  smoke.  And  tlieii  they 
flung  down  their  packs  and  painted  themselves,  and  tied  their 
English  captives  to  trees,  and  left  two  men  to  guard  thcin, 
and  proceeded  on  their  business,  and  having  divided  them- 
selves into  two  companies,  they  lell  upon  the  savnge  com- 
pany, which  consisted  of  six  men,  and  killed  two  of  them, 
wounded  two,  and  two  escaped.  Among  the  slain  was  one 
Uroew,  an  Indian  known  among  the  English,  and  supposed 
to  he  a  bloodj  fellow.  Of  their  own  men,  one  was  wounded 
near  the  fleshy  part  of  the  tiiigh,  as  one  had  been  before  M 
(Dfd)  Deerfield.  The  prisoners  were  one  a  Sciinghticook 
Indian,  and  the  other  a  young  Albany  Mohawk.  When 
the  skirmish  was  over,  the  English  were  hrouLtlit  up.  nnd  so 
they  proceeded  on  their  journey.  Mr.  Belding  asked  the 
Schnghticook  Indian  (now  his  fellow  prisoner)  what  the 
enemy  would  do  with  them,  who  replied  that  they  would 
not  kill  the  English  prisoners,  but  give  .■'omc  oftliein  to  llic 
Erench,  and  keep  some  of  them  themselves ;  but  he  expected 
to  he  burnt  himself;  but  when  they  came  to  t!ie  lake  om; 
rainy  night,  they  made  no  fires,  and  some  of  them  lodged 
under  the  canoes,  from  whom  this  .Schaghticook  made  his 
escape,  having  loosed  himself  by  some  means  from  Ins 
cords,  kc.  and  although  he  wns  pursued,  the  enemy  could 
not  recover  him.  As  for  the  young  Alliany  Mohawk,  he 
was  kept  alive,  being  one  of  their  own  nation.  The  I'Vench 
Mohawk  went  on  their  return  to  Canada,  to  the  sect  of  the 
Romish  religion.  When  Mr.  Relding  and  company  came 
to  the  fort  called  Oso,  the  males  wore  obliged  to  run  the 
gauntlet.  Mr.  Belding  bein^  a  very  nimble  and  light-footed 
man,  received  but  few  blows,  .^ave  at  first  selling  out, 
but  the  ofhcr  two  men  were  much  abused  by  clubs,  fire- 
brands,' 8iC. 

They  arrived  at  Canada,  and  now  they  found  what  the 
Schaghticook  Indian  said  to  he  true,  for  the  Indians  kept 
Mr.  Belding  himself,  and  his  daughter  with  them,  and  gave 
John  Gillet  and  N.  B.  to  the  French.    John  Gillct  worked 
1  1 


Ilf3 


APPENDIX   A.ND  NOTES. 


ns  a  servant  to  the  nuns  at  their  farm,  and  N.  B.  worked  for 
tlie  Holy  Sisters. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  of  July  following,  Mr.  Bclding  was 
sold  to  the  French,  and  lived  as  a  servant  with  the  Jes- 
uits at  the  seminary.  His  business  was  to  wait  upon  them, 
and  cut  wood,  make  fires,  Stc.  and  tend  the  garden,  and 
accounted  himself  favorably  dealt  by,  Stc.  In  the  winter 
following  Col.  Abraham  Schuyler,  with  some  others,  came 
to  Canada,  and  brought  with  them  a  copy  of  the  articles  of 
peace  between  England  and  France,  and  returned  home 
with  some  Dutch  captives. 

In  April  following,  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  and  Col.  A. 
Schuyler  and  the  Dutch  Domine,  with  some  others,  came 
to  Canada,  and  the  French  Governor  gave  liberty  to  all 
captives,  English  and  Dutch,  to  return  home, — yea,  allow- 
ed them  to  obligate  under  IG  years  of  age  to  return  with 
them,  those  above  that  age  were  to  be  at  their  liberty,  kc. 
These  Dutch  gentlemen  gathered  up  all  the  captives  both 
English  and  Dutch  that  they  could, and  returned  June  8, took 
Mr.  fielding  and  his  children,  and  Martin  Smith  with  about 
twenty  more  i^nglish  with  them,  and  arrived  at  Albany  in  a- 
hout  fifteen  days,  where  the  Dutch  people  treated  him  with 
a  great  deal  ol"  kindness,  offered  to  send  him  home  direct- 
ly to  Deerfield.  Col  Schuyler  clothed  him  and  his  child- 
ren at  the  desire  of  his  brother,  Mr.  John  fielding  of  N.  Y. 
who  paid  him  for  the  clothes,  kc.  After  about  three  weeks, 
stay  at  Albany  Mr.  fielding  and  his  children  went  down  the 
river  to  New  York  where  his  brother  had  provided  a  place 
for  his  entertainment.  From  York  ho  went  in  a  vessel  to 
Stamford,  and  from  thence  returned  to  New  York,  and  af- 
ter some  stay  there  returned  to  Deerfield.  John  Gillet  got 
home  a  little  before  him  by  the  way  of  France,  and  so  to 
England,  having  received  great  kindness,  in  England. 


An  account  of  Some  Ancient  things.   From  tlie  Same. 

Capt.  Wright,  Lieut.  Wells,   Wright,  Jabez  01m- 

stoad,  Job  Strong,  Jonathan  Hoit,  Tim.  Childs,  John  Burt 
and  Tim.  Pagan,  and  Joshp  Ephn.  at  the  lake  went 
within  four  miles  of  Shamblrc,  killed  one  and  wounded 
three,  and  at  French  river  killed  eight.  Leaving  B.  and 
Lieut.  Wells,  and  John  S.  wounded.    They  got  one  canoe 


APPSNDII    AND  NOTF.S. 


with  their  prisoners.  This  was  next  day  aAcr  i!ie  ex|)c(li- 
tion  at  the  lake;  slept  at  White  river  Eli  Severance, 
Tho's  Mc'Crary,  Joseph  Root,  and  Sergeant  Wait. 

Deerfield,  May  10,  1704.  Jolin  Allen  and  h  is  wife  co- 
ing  out  from  the  garrison  about  two  miles  upon  some  busi- 
ness were  ambushed  by  the  Indians  who  killed  iiim  out- 
right, and  took  his  wife,  whom  they  killed  about  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  place. 

.'Vbout  the  middle  of  July  1704,  n  friend  Indian  was  kil- 
led at  Hatfield  mill,  his  name  was  Kindniss.  The  enemy 
had  not  time  to  scalp  him. 

On  the  same  week,  Thomas  Russol,  a  ynung  man  of  Hat- 
field, being  then  a  soldier  of  iJccrlicId,  wus  ':cnt  out  into  llie 
woods  with  men  as  a  scout,  but  he  rambimg  from  his  com- 
pany was  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Sometime  in  May  or  June  170.3,  Joseph  Petty,  John 
Nims,  Thomas  Baker,  and  .Martin  Kellogg  jr.  made  their 
escape  from  Montreal,  and  got  home  to  Deerfield,  kc. 

July  IS,  ;704.  One  Dr.  Crosstnan  with  two  or  three 
more  men  were  riding  in  the  night  between  Hadley  and 
Springfield,  and  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who  wound- 
ed Dr.  Crossman  in  the  arm.  This  is  the  only  time  liiat 
I  can  learn  that  they  everlircd  upon  any  body  in  the  night. 

July. 31,  nOG.  .Samuel  Chapin  and  his  brother  went 
up  to  their  farm  perceiving  signs  of  Indiatis,  at  a  place  cal- 
led Chicohy,  in  the  nortii  part  of  Spi  ingfield.  They  has- 
tened toward  the  town,  but  the  Indians  Injlowcd  them  about 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  then  tired  upon  tiicin,  and  shot  .Sam- 
uel Chapin  through  the  side  but  he  recovered  ol"  his 
wound.  The  same  company  of  Indians,  as  it  is  supposed, 
went  to  Brookfield,  and  killed  the  widow  Tad  as  sfie  was 
milking. 

July  9,  1708.  Samuel  and  Joseph  Parsons,  of  .\nrth- 
ampton,  sons  to  Cnpt.  John  Parsons,  being  in  tlie  woods 
looking  aller  cattle,  were  shiin  by  the  Indians. 

July,  '-'(),  1708.  .^bnut  7  .ir  8  Indians  rushed  into  the 
house  of  Lieut.  Wright  at  a  |daco  called  Skipmuck,  in 
Springfield,  and  killed  and  scalped,  and  tiiey  beat  their 
heads  to  pieces,  ."Varon  Parsons,  and  Harijah  Hubbard,  who 
were  soldiers,  knocked  down  and  scaljied  old  Wright, 
who  yet  lived  about  three  months  and  then  died,  two  chiid- 
ri;n  of  Henry  Wright,  that  lav  in  the  crii(llc  tliev  knocked 
on  the  head,  one  ol  them  died  that  nii^ht.  the  other  rccov- 
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rrnl  nnd  is  still  iivinf;.  Tliey  took  Wvmy  Wright's  wife 
captive,  wliom  it  is  ?<iippnsod  tlicy  atlcrwuriis  killed  niiu 
!-cnlpcd.  Jjicut.  \N  iiglil  gnt  out  of  liis  sliop  window,  and 
iiKido  his  rscnpe,  iiiui  n  dniighter  of  his  run  out  at  u  door 
which  liitc.hrd  on  the  outside,  nnd  pulled  the  string  al'ler 
her,  nnd  so  cscnped.  The  house  w  us  not  Ibrtified,  but  had 
liiiuk(!rs  at  two  corners,  is.c. 

Octoher,  fjO,  1701!.  Ahijah  Rartlet  wns  killed  nt  Rrook- 
(leld  andJoscph  .Ji'nnings  and  Uriijiiinin  .Jennings,  and  John 
( ireen  were  wounded,  a  hoy  of  J.pIiu  Woolcot's  wns  taken. 

()(;tol)er '."s  17()!t.  Kliene/.er  I'ield,  of  Hatfield,  going 
t.i  1  >eertiel(i,  was  killed  near  tiiuddy,  or  as  some  call  it 
hloody  brook,  for  there  it  was  that  Capt.  Latiirop  and  his 
company  were  cut  c)ll"  in  Philip's  war. 

Aii'Mi'st  ITDU.  .\  scout  of  six  men  nhoul  an  hundreil 
miles"«hove  Dcerfield  were  fell  upon  hy  a  party  of  Indians 
and  one  Kohert  Windsor  wns  .<=liiin,  hut  after  he  hnd  re- 
ceived his  .nortal  wound,  he  got  upon  his  knees  and  shot 
the  very  Indian  that  shot  him,  and  fell  down  nnd  died.  So 
that  when  the  Indians  came  to  them,  which  was  within  a 
few  minutes,  they  were  hoth  dead,  lying  within  a  few  rods 
nne  of  another.  This  account  1  had  of  an  Indian,  who 
„pon  relating  the  matter  added  "no  he  is  not  Barher  hut 
I, is  gliost."  .At  the  same  lime  .Martin  Kellog  was  taken, 
which  was  the  second  tune  ..f  hi>  goin-  into  captivity,  hut 
l.,.f,,re  he  was  Ink.Mi,  discharg-d  his  gun  and  wounded  an 

Indian  in  his  thigli.  i     •  „ 

April  11,  no:..    >!r.  .Mehuman  llmsdale  wns  driving 
his  team  from  Northampton,  without  any  icar  of  Indians, 
(,|,e  leaves  not  being  put  forth)  wns  met  hy  two  1  mhans  a- 
,„„.t  half  a  mile  from  the  pine  h-idge  m  1  att.eld  no.  h 
mea.low,  who  took  him  prisMH  i  and  earned  him  away  in  o 
,he  West  woods.    The  Indians  were  civ,  and  courteous  to 
luin  on  th.-ir  journey.    They  arrived  at  Sham  dee  within  n- 
„out  eleven  days  and  a  half,    ^'ter  they  took  Mr  n^- 
dale  from  Shnmhlee  they  earned  him  to  ^.o    the    or  , 
where  he  wns  ohlige.l  to  run  the  gauntlet,  as  they  call  it, 
l.   nL?  three  quarU-rs  of  a  mile,  l.ut  he  -n  so  sw.  ly  as 
not  to  receive  n  blow  till  he  came  near  the  lort,  when  he 
ns  met  bv  an  Indian,  who  taking  hold  of  the  line  that  .as 
nd  his  neck,  and  hung  upon  his  back,  i;'''><;f 
nnd  so  lie  was  struck  by  one  lellow;  niter  he  was  g>.t  into 
the  Ion,  he  was  set  in  tlio  mid.st   of  the  company,  nnd 
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obliged  to  sing  and  dance,  and  wiiile  thus  employed  he  w  as 
struck  a  very  severe  blow  upon  his  naked  back  by  n  youth 
of  such  an  age  ns  to  think  of  engaging  in  some  warlike  i.-.x- 
pedition;  but  this  being  contrary  to  their  usual  custom,  (he 
having  performed  the  ceremony  of  running  the  gnuntlet,) 
was  resented  not  only  by  Mr.  Hinsdale,  the  sulierer,  but 
by  the  Indians  in  general.  From  ttiid  fort  Mr.  Hinsdale 
was  carried  to  the  French  Governor,  who  knew  him  (for 
this  was  the  second  time  of  Mr.  Hinsdale's  captivity)  nnd 
told  him  he  ex|)ected  a  full  account  ui'  what  news  especi- 
ally about  an  expedition,  (which  he  suspected  w  as  on  foot,) 
the  governor  told  him  il'  he  would  give  him  a  full  account 
ol'  what  there  was  in  his  courtrv,  he  would  trent  him  w'ah 
respect;  but  it"  h(!  found  he  did  not,  he  would  use  him 
worse  than  a  Devil,  bi.c.  Uui  Mr.  Hiiisdnle  nvoiiled 
what  he  could  toward  giying  him  an  account  but  «  hen  Mr. 
Whitney  of  Billcrica  was  brought  into  the  country  bv  the 
Indians,  and  gave  an  account  of  an  expedition  on  foot, 
Mr.  Hinsdale  was  taken  and  put  into  the  dungeon,  kc. 

After  a  while  the  Indians  desired  of  the  Governor  that 
they  might  have  Mr.  Hinsdale  to  burn,  pretending  they 
would  light  the  better  against  the  Fnglish  if  tiicy  could 
burn  an  Englishman,  and  he  wns  delivered  to  the  Indians 
who  were  plotting  to  leave  the  t'rencli  and  go  over  to  (/en. 
Nicholson  and  tlic  Dutch,  and  designed  to  make  use  of 
Mr.  }{insdale  to  have  introduced  them,  kc.  Ho  was  re- 
cnptivated  from  the  French,  and  Mr.  Hinsdale  was  led  away 
towards  Montreal  from  Quebec.  The  Indians,  communi- 
cated their  design  to  Mr.  Hinsdale,  who  was  overjoyrd 
with  the  account,  (for  he  thought  of  notfiing  but  being  sa- 
crificed by  them,)  and  encouraged  it;  but  licforc  thry  wcro 
ready  to  execute  their  design,  a  ceitain  Indian  fell  sick, 
and  in  his  sickness  making  confession  to  a  priest,  discov- 
ered the  plot,  and  so  all  was  dashed. 

The  fellow  that  was  the  projector  of  it  (being  one  tlint 
had  come  from  Albany  upon  some  of  the  Five  Nations  and 
to  them)  had  timely  notice  to  escape  to  Sliamblee,  wliere  he 
put  a  trick  upon  the  officer  of  the  Fort,  pretending  to  him 
that  he  w  ,9  sent  by  the  Governor  to  make  what  discovery  if 
the  English  supplied  him  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions; and  ha  had  been  gone  but  a  little  while  into  the 
wood  before  his  pursuers  (the  plot  being  wholly  ript  up) 
came  after  him.  but  he  was  gone  so  ns  to  escape  his  pursu- 
I  !• 


]10 


APrENDIX    AND  NOTF.S. 


rrs.  IMr.  Hinsdale  wns  tnk»'n  from  the  IndianB,  nnd  apain 
coininitted  lo  prison,  and  llie  next  year  Mr.  Hinsdale  nnd 
Mr.  Joseph  Clessoii  were  sent  to  France  in  a  Man  of  War; 
and  in  France  he  nu  t  with  great  kindness,  parlicnlarly 
from  the  Lord  Intendant  of  Itoeheile,  nnd  after  a  while  they 
were  shipped  nl  St.  Mclores  for  London,  where  they  met 
with  {^rent  kindness,  especially  from  Mr.  Agent  Dummcr, 
who  inferccdi-d  with  the  l^ords  of  the  Admiralty,  who  or- 
dnred  them  on  hoard  one  of"  the  (-ineen's  ships,  which 
brought  them  to  Hhode  Island,  from  whence  they  got  home 
in  safety,  after  Mr.  Ilmsdalc;  hud  been  absent  from  his  fam- 
ily about  tliree  years  and  a  half. 

(About  the  tirst  of  June,  H\fi('>,  1  copied  the  inscription  on 
the  old  tomh-.'^tone  oI'Mehutnnn  Hinsdale,  in  our  old  bury- 
ing yard.  It  is  on  a  beautiful  light  blue  slate-stone,  one  of 
the  most  durable  kinds  ol  stone  for  monuments,  nnd,  in  my 
opinion,  far  superior  to  rnarlde.  I  cannot  ascertain  where 
this  kind  of  stone  w  as  obtained.  The  gi  nvc-stone  of  the 
second  wile  of  the  Rev.  Jtihn  Williams,  is  of  the  same  ma- 
terial, nnd  one  of  the  linesi  stones  in  this  yard. 

"  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Lievt.  Mehumnn  Hinsdell, 
died  May  y<'  9,  n'3(i,  in  tlie  (i:3d  year  of  his  age,  who  was 
the  first  male  child  born  in  this  place,  and  was  twice  capti- 
vated by  the  Indian  Salvages. 

Math,  olh — 7th — "  Hlessed  arc  the  merciful  for  they 
flhnll  obtain  mercy."] 

August,  1709. — Jolin  Clary  and  Robert  Granger  were 
slain  ai  Brooklield.  July '22,  17  10 — .John  Grosvenor,  Ebe- 
nezer  ^^oward,  John  While,  Rcnjaniin  and  Stephen  Jen- 
nings, nnd  Joseph  Kellogg,  were  slain  in  the  mendow  at 
Brookfield. 

Au".  in,  1711 — Samuel  Strong,  of  Noi  thampton,  with 
his  son  Samuel,  going  in  the  mornuig  v  ry  early  into  the 
field,  were  ambuscaded  by  a  i  arty  ol  Indians,  who  tired 
upon  them  and  killed  and  scalped  the  young  man,  and 
wounded  the  old  gentleman  in  the  sh.)ulder,  and  then  took 
him  captive  and  carried  him  to  Canada,  but  he  has  since 
returned  home  again. 

July  29,  1712. — Benjamin  Wright,  a  lad,  son  to  Joseph 
V/rightof  Skipmuck  in  Springfield,  being  in  a  meadow  at 
Skipmuck,  was  taken  by  the  Indians,  and  afterwards  kdled 
in  the  woods  as  was  supposed. 

July  30,  17 12. — A  scout  of  men  that  was  out  above  Deer- 
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field,  being  very  careless  and  noisy,  as  they  travelled,  were 
fired  upon  by  a  party  ot"  Indians,  who  killed  Samuel  ,\n- 
dross,  and  took  Jonatiran  Barrett  and  William  Sanford 
captives. 

June  18,  1721. — A  small  com|)any  of  Indians  fell  ujion 
some  men  in  Hatfield,  at  a  place  called  the  Mill  S\vam[i. 
about  four  miles  from  town,  and  killed  Henjaniin  Smith,  and 
took  captive  Joseph  .Allis  and  .Aaron  ^\'ells.  'riic  men  they 
killed  within  a  day  or  tw  o,  &.c. 

July  10,  1724. — Tnnolhy  Child*  and  Samuel  .\llen  were 
'wounded  by  the  Indians  in  Decrlicld  meadow,  but  llicy  re- 
covered of  their  wounds,  Sv.c. 


THE  I^ARRS  FIGHT. 

In  order  lo  render  the  history  of  Indian  bntlles,  which 
are  necessarily  coniic(-te(l  w  ith  the  biiigra[)hy  of  .Mr.  Will- 
iams, complete,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  give  sunic  ac- 
count of  the  Barrs  I'^ight,  so  called,  as  this  was  the  last  in- 
cursion of  the  Indians  against  the  town  of  Dcerfield. 

In  the  year  17  11,  the  war  ogain  commenced  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  Indians  again  became 
the  allies  of  P'ranco.  From  1725  to  17  l';,  tlieic  were 
scarcely  any  Indian  dt^predalions  in  Heerlield  or  its  vicini- 
ty. In  1715  there  were  several  skirmishes  willi  the  Indi- 
ans in  various  |)arts  of  the  country,  but  mme  wiihin  the  bor- 
ders of  Dcerfield,  or  in  w  hich  her  citizens  were  engaged. 

On  the  2.5th  of  August,  171(),  occurred  the  l^arrs  Fight, 
nt  the  south-west  part  of  Dcerfield  meadows.  The  I'oIIovn- 
ing  relation  was  given  me  by  Miss  Kiiiiice  Allen,  who,  on 
tlmt  day  was  tomahawked  by  an  Indian,  but  survived  the 
cruel  wound.  Miss  Allen  w  as  aliove  eighty  years  of  ngc 
when  she  gave  me  the  history.  She  had  at  this  time  been 
confined  to  her  bed  more  thnn  si.xteen  years,  but  her  recdl- 
lection  was  very  clear  and  distinct.  .She  remembered  (lie 
events  of  that  day  as  perfectly  as  if  tliey  had  taken  place 
yesterday.  Her  account  agrees  w  ith  that  of  the  Rev.  .^Ir. 
Taylor,  published  in  1793. 

Fort  Massachusetts,  at  the  western  font  of  Hoosick  moun- 
tain, about  thirty  miles  west  of  Dcerfield,  w  as  taken  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1746.  .After  the  capitulation  a  party  nl 
Indians,  meditating  an  attack  upon  Dcerfield,  came  down 
upon  the  borders  of   the  meadows,   and  rcconnoitered 
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them.  They  first  examined  the  nortli  meadow,  and  then 
thesoutli.  Finding  a  quantity  of  hay  ir  lie  south  meadow, 
two  miles  south  of  the  street,  and  8up|)os.iig  tliat  our  peo- 
ple would  be  there  nt  work  the  ne.xl  day,  they  concealed 
themselves  in  the  brush  and  underwood  upon  the  borders  of 
the  adjoining  hills.  The  next  day,  fen  or  twelve  men  and 
children,  the  men  armed  with  guns  which  they  always  car- 
ried with  them,  went  into  the  held  and  commenced  llu  ir  la- 
bor. A  Mr.  Eleazer  HawUs  was  out  hunting  patridges  on 
the  hills,  where  the  Indians  lay,  that  morning.  He  saw  a 
patridge  and  shot  it.  This  alarmed  the  Indians,  who  sup- 
posed they  were  discovered.  Tliey  immediately  killed  and 
scalped  Air.  Hawks,  and  then  proceeded  to  attack  the  work- 
men. They  fought  some  time  which  gave  some  of  the 
children  an  0|)portunity  to  escape.  Mr.  Allen,  father  of 
Miss  Allen,  resolutely  maintained  his  ground,  in  defence  ot 
three  children,  who  were  at  work  with  him  in  llie  field,  un- 
til he  killed  one  or  two  of  the  enemy.  When  he  was  over- 
powered he  fought  them  with  the  breach  ol  his  guti,  but  he 
was  finally  shot,  and  horribly  mangled.  The  sliirt  which 
he  wore  on  that  day,  torn  with  many  balls  and  gashed  with 
tomahawks,  is  stili  to  be  seen,  as  a  curiosity,  either  in  the 
Museum  in  Deerfield  Aciidemy,  or  at  the  house  ol  his  grand- 
son, at  the  Rarrs.  In  this  engagement  three  men  and  a 
boy  were  killed,  one  hoy  was  taken  prisoner,  and  Miss  Al- 
len was  wounded  in  the  head  and  left  for  dead,  but  not 
scalped.  In  endeavoring  to  make  her  escape  she  was  pur- 
sued by  an  Indian  with  an  upliflcd  tomahawk  and  a  gun. 
She  was  extremely  active,  and  would  have  outran  him,  had 
ho  not  fired  upon  her.  The  ball  missed  her,  but  she  sup- 
posed that  it  had  struck  her,  and  in  her  fright,  she  fell. 
The  Indian  overtook  her  and  buried  his  tomaiiawk  in  her 
Iiead,  and  left  her  for  dead.  The  firing  in  the  meadows 
alarmed  the  people  in  the  street,  who  ran  to  the  scene  of 
action,  and  the  Indians  made  a  hasty  retreat,  and  were  pur- 
sued for  several  miles  by  a  body  of  men  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Clesson.  Miss  Allen  was  passed  by  a  number 
of  people,  who  supposed  her  to  be  dead.  At  last  on  uncle 
came  to  her,  discovered  signs  of  life  in  her,  and  conveyed 
her  home.  Her  wound  was  dressed  by  Dr.  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, who  took  from  it  considerable  quaintities  of  bruin. 

Samuel  Allen,  Jr.  the  boy  who  was  taken  in  this  engage- 
ment, was  carried  to  Canada,  and  remained  with  the  In- 
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dians  a  year  and  nine  months.  He  was  finally  rrdccmcd 
by  Col.  John  Hawks,  of  this  town,  who  was  a  celcbruted 
partisan  officer  in  Indian  warfare,  and  a  most  useful  niul 
worthy  man,  whose  biogia|)hy  should  be  Irnnsmitled  to 
posterity.  He  was  extremely  loth  to  see  Col.  Hawks, 
who  was  his  uncle,  and  when  he  cnnie  into  his  presence 
he  refused  to  s|)eak  the  JCnglish  hmguago,  pretending  to 
have  forgotten  it  ;  and  although  lie  w;is  dressed  most  shab- 
bily, fared  most  miserably,  and  was  covered  with  verniiii. 
he  was  very  much  opposed  to  leaving  the  Indians.  Thrc  als 
and  force  were  finally  employed  to  make  liitn  coii<ent  to 
quit  them,  and  he  asserted  to' the  day  of  his  death  that  the 
Indian  mode  of  life  was  the  liap|ii('st. 

To  give  a  complete  view  of  all  the  Iiulinn  skirmi.slirs 
which  have  ever  occurred  in  the  viillcy  of  the  ( 'niinec  ticnt, 
north  of  .Springfield  in  jMa.^sncluisetls,  I  shall  siil)jo;i)  the 
date  of  all  t  hose  1  have  not  heretofore  enumcralt  d.  'ii 
July  17-}.-3,  the  Indians  attacked  (Treat  .Meadow,  above 
Fort  Dummer  on  the  Connecticut,  and  captivated  William 
rhips  ;  after  marching  hall"  a  mile.  I'hips  killed  one  of  Ins 
captors,  and  knocked  d-nvn  another,  when  he  altempted  to 
escape,  but  three  of  the  enemy  ovei  took  and  killed  him . 
Josiali  Fisher  was  killed  and  sciilped  about  the  same  tiirn-, 
near  upper  Ashuclot. 

On  the  I  1th  Oct.  the  Indians  again  attacked  ilie  lort  at 
fireat  Meadow,  but  imsuceessliilh-.  .\eli(  iniali  I  l(iv\  was 
taken  and  carried  to  (-iuebec,  where  ho  died.  On  iheir 
ri'turn  they  killed  a  man  hv  the  name  >ir))a\i(l  Ungg.  In 
April  17  the  eneliiv  took  from  No.  1  i  ( 'harleslow n, 
N.  H.),  then  the  most  northerly  settlement  on  tlu-  ('oiniec- 
ficut,  Capl.  John  Spallord,  Isaac  I'arker,  and  Stephen 
l''arns\\-orth,  and  carried  them  to  Canada,  and  so.m  after, 
near  Northlield,  they  killed  Joshua  J  lolion. — On  the  'Jid 
of  this  month  a  large  |)arlv  ol' Indians  made  an  unsucccss- 
fiil  attempt  upon  the  fort  at  the  upper  Aslnielnt.  .lohii 
Hidlard  and  the  wife  ol"  Daniel  .McKmne  \\ere  killed,  and 
Nathan  Blake  ^vns  made  prisoner. 

Farly  in  May  No.  4  was  again  attacked,  Sctli  I'lilnam 
was  killed.  They  were  driven  oil'  by  the  inticpidily  of 
('ol.  Willard,  having  lost  tw  o  of  their  ntimher. 

May  fitli,  an  unsuccessful  attack  was  made  upon  the 
fort  at  l''all-town  (now  Heinardstown V  .John  nvirke  was 
wounded,  though  not  severely.    They  burnt  one  house. 
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and  killed  about  ten  cattle.  The  Indians  lost  two  men. — 
On  that  very  day  Scrjt.  Jcihn  Hawks  and  John  Miles  wero 
wounded  by  the  Indian.s  near  Fort  Massachusetts — Miles 
escaped  to  the  fort.  Hawks  fought  them  for  some  time 
single  handed,  and  might  have  taken  thctn  both  had  he 
understood  their  language.  They  begged  for  quarter  just 
before  he  turned  to  esca|)e. 

On  the  lOth  of  tlie  same  month,  Matthew  Clark  with 
his  wife  and  daughter  nt  Colorain,  were  fired  upon  by 
(ivc  Indians  who  had  been  a  short  time  before  at  Fall-town. 
Clark  was  killed  outriglit,  and  his  wife  and  daughter 
wounded.  One  of  tiie  Indians  was  killed  by  a  soldier  in 
the  fort  at  Colcrain,  the  rest  retreated,  and  the  wounded 
were  brought  in.  Soon  after  tiio  enemy  again  attacked 
No.  4.  Capt.  Stevens  repulsed  them  with  the  loss  of  three 
men.  viz.  Aaron  Lyon,  Peter  I'errin,  and  Joseph  Marcy. 
Four  of  his  men  were  wounded  and  one  taken  ca|)tive. 

On  the  11th  of  June  the  Indians  attacked  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts and  were  repulsed.  They  wounded  Gcrshorn 
Hawks,  and  Klisha  Nims,  and  captured  Benjamin  Tenter. 
The  ln<lians  lost  one  man. 

No.  4  was  again  attacked  on  tlie  19th,  and  a  gallant  ac- 
tion maintained  by  Capts.  Stevens  and  Rrown.  The  enemy 
were  again  driven  back.  Jedediah  VVinchcl  was  killed, 
and  David  I'arker,  Jonathan  Stanhope  and  Noah  Heaton, 
were  wounded,  but  recovered. 

On  the  ilOth,  about  twenty  Indians  attacked  Bndgman'4 
fort,  just  below  Fort  Dummer.  William  Robbins  and 
James  Parker  were  killed;  John  Beaumont  and  Daniel 
How  were  captivated  ;  Michael  Gilson  and  Patrick  Ray 
wero  wounded  but  recovered. 

July  28th,  the  Indians  took  David  Morrison,  of  Cole- 
rain,  a  prisoner. 

August  3d,  No.  4  was  again  attacked,  and  Ebenczcr 
Philips  was  killed.  After  this  ihey  retreated,  after  havmg 
burnt  .several  buildings  and  killed  many  cattle  and  horses 
On  the  nth,  Benjamin  Wright  of  Northficld  was  killed 
while  riding  in  the  woods,  by  a  shot  from  an  Indian.  Eze- 
kicl  Wallingford  of  Paquaig,  now  Athol,  was  killed  and 
scalped  on  the  17th— and  on  the  same  day  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Bliss  was  killed  and  scalped  near  Colerain  or 
Bernardston  on  the  road  from  Deertield. 

1747.    Again  No.  4  was  unsuccessfully  attacked.  Iwo 
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men  by  the  names  of  Joseph  Ely  and  John  Brown  were 
slightly  wounded,  on  the  7th  of  April. 

Asahel  Burt  and  Nathaniel  Dickinson  of  Nortiificld  were 
killed  and  scalped  on  the  l.'nh.  As  the  enemy  relumed 
from  Northfield,  they  burnt  the  principal  part  of  the  build- 
ings in  Winchester  and  lower  Ashuclot,  the  inhabitants 
having  previously  deserted  them. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  Mr.  Eliakini  Sheldon  of  Ikrnards- 
ton  was  killed  by  an  Indiim,  and  some  time  in  the  course 
of  this  month  John  Mills,  of  Colerain,  was  uiso  killed. 

August  5Gth,  the  enemy  n|)prarcd  at  Northampton,  and 
killed  and  scalped  Elijah  Clark.  John  Smcad  was  also 
killed  and  scalped,  as  he  was  travelling  from  Northfield 
to  Sunderland. 

A  skirmish  took  place  on  the  Q-lfh  of  October,  between 
twelve  men  who  were  passing  down  the  river  from  No.  4, 
and  a  body  of  Indians.  The  enemy  killed  and  scalped 
Nathaniel  Gould  and  Thomas  (ioodell.  Oliver  Avcrv 
was  wounded,  and  John  Henderson  was  captivated.  The 
rest  escaped. 

1748.  March  15th,  twenty  Indians  attacked  about  eight 
of  our  men  who  were  out  a  few  rods  from  No.  4.  Charles 
Stevens  was  killed,  one  Androus  was  wounded,  and  Eleo- 
zcr  Priest  was  captivated. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  Noah  Pixlcy  of  Southampton  was 
killed  and  scalped. 

As  Capt.  Melvin  with  eighteen  men  a])out  this  time, 
were  at  the  lake  near  Crown  i'oint,  he  fired  at  two  canoes 
containing  Indians.  When  on  his  return,  being  on  the 
West  river,  thirty  or  forty  miles  above  fort  Dummer,  he 
was  attacked  by  surprise  by  the  Indians,  and  his  men  were 
dispersed.  Some  of  them  rallied  and  returned  tlie  fire  of 
the  enemy  and  killed  one  of  them.  Melvin  lost  six  men. 
The  rest  returned  at  intervals.  The  names  of  the  men 
who  were  killed  were  Joseph  Petty,  John  I  ley  wood,  John 
Dod,  Daniel  Mann,  and  Isaac  Taylor.  It  is  supposed 
Samuel  .Severance  was  captivated. 

As  thirteen  men  were  marching  from  Col.  Hinsdale's 
on  the  13th,  to  Fort  Dummer,  they  were  attacked  bv  a 
large  body  of  Indians.  Joseph  Richardson,  Nathan  P'rench 
and  John  Frost,  were  killed  instantaneously.  Hcnrv  Sto- 
vrns,  Ben.  Osgood,  William  Blunchard,  Matthew  \V'iman, 


ATPENDIX    AND  NOTES. 


Joel  Johnaon,  Moses  Perkins,  and  William  Rickford,  were 
captivated.     Hickl'ord,  probably  died  oCiii.s  woutid.s. 

As  Capt.  lIol)b3  from  No.  4  was  tnarcliing,  on  the  28th 
of  Junf.  through  the  woods  with  10  men,  about  twelve 
miles  Northwest  of  Fort  Dimimer,  he  was  attacked  by  a 
large  body  of  Indians,  who  pursued  him.  With  much 
coolnosx,  judgment  and  delibcrati.ui,  he  arranged  his  men 
in  order,  and  lought  tlie  enemy  four  iiours  with  great  bra- 
very, and  dispersed  them,  ('apt  Jlohbs  lost  three  men, 
viz.  Kbenr.  Mitchel,  Kli  Scott,  and  Samuel  (iunn.  Three 
also  were  wounded. 

On  the  Mlh  of  July,  a  srout  of  seventeen  men,  while 
passing  from  (."ol.  Hinsdale's  to  Fort  Dummer,were  fired  up- 
on by  lu'O  Indians.  Two  oftlie  scout  were  killed  at  the  onset; 
two  were  wounded,  four  escP(>ed,  and  the  rest  were  capti- 
vated. The  Indians  killed  the  wounded,  aller  they  had 
proceeded  with  them  about  a  mile.  On  the  23d,  the  In- 
dians killed  a  man  in  Northlield  street,  by  the  name  of 
Aaron  Belding. 

On  the  '2d  of  August,  '200  of  tlic  encmv  were  hovering 
round  Fort  Massachusells,  which  was  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  since  Col.  K|ihraim  ^\'Illiau1s, — 'I'he  In- 
dians fired  upon  a  scout  from  the  fort,  and  ('apt.  Williams 
with  thirty  men  went  out  tt)  meet  them,  but  their  numbers 
were  so  great  tliaf  he  thought  it  best  to  return.  In  this 
notion  one  .Abbot  was  kill  d,  and  liieut.  Ilawley,  and  K/.e- 
kiel  Wells  wounded,  but  not  dangerousl>. — This  was  tiic 
lust  mischief  done  by  (he  enemy  till  the  year  HOj,  as 
peace  occurred  between  I'rance  and  lOngland  in  17  18, 
and  war  did  not  again  break  out  till  I7  j(}.  Nevertheless 
the  Indians  began  their  depredations  again  in  in 
the  summer  of  which  year  a  number  of  them  appeared 
at  Stockbridgc,  and  killed  several  men  and  cattle  In  June 
they  attacked  a  party  of  men  who  were  at  work  in  the 
meadow  in  tiic  upper  part  of  Charlcmont.  Several  escaped, 
but  Capt.  Rice  and  IMiineas  v\rms  were  killed,  and  their 
bodies  were  horribly  mangled.  A  boy  by  the  name  of 
'i'ilua  King  was  taken  prisoner. — In  the  same  montli  the 
Indians  attacked  Hriilgman's  fort  at  Hinsdale,  and  carried 
it.  Fourteen  persons  were  captivated.  Caleb  Howe  was 
killed.  The  remainder  escaped.  Abont  the  same  time 
the  fort  at  Keene,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Sims,  was 
attacked  with  great  fury,  by  a  large  body  of  Indians.  They 
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